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By John Braden
 Over the course of one regular Lake Tapawingo City Council meeting June 
6 and two joint City Council-Lake Board meetings June 12 and 27, those bodies 
and a total of more than 60 citizens discussed questions and concerns about a 
plan to annex 50 acres of vacant forest and scrubland below the dam.
 Alderman John Sellars, named by the mayor to lead a committee on strategic 
planning and annexation, said the committee performed a “Phase 1 environmental 
audit,” which consisted of taking a walk on the property and talking with Jackson 
County officials. He said the committee had its first meeting May 16 and reviewed 
plans by Blue Springs and surrounding communities and discussed how to develop 
a vision statement for Lake Tapawingo as part of its strategic planning work.
 The alderman said the Strategic Planning Committee planned to meet July 9 to 
look at information collected and questions raised about the annexation proposal.
 Sellars said the walkthrough of the property to be annexed found no 
buildings and no indication of archaeological importance or endangered 
species. He said that fulfilled requirements of a Phase 1 environmental audit and 
determined a Phase 2 audit was not necessary. Sellars said he had letters from 
the Independence Water Department and the Little Blue Valley Sewer District 
indicating water and sewer service could be provided via those agencies.
 The alderman said the joint meetings of the City Council and the Lake 
Board provided a coordinated discussion of the proposed annexation. He said 
the process should be completely transparent, letting the citizens look at the 
issues and have open discussion. He said at some point there should be a plan 
for zoning of the area to be annexed.
 Sellars said it would take three to seven months for his committee to consider 
the proposed annexation. However, Mayor Tom Goddard has said the City Council 
could take a first-reading vote on the proposal as early as its July 11 meeting.
 Goddard had said the land was “platted” for 176 houses by a developer who 
went bankrupt in 2008 when, Goddard said, “almost everybody in real estate went 
bankrupt.” It was later clarified that the proposed annexation acreage is not platted, 
but the former developer drew sites for 176 houses in plans that were turned over to 
Greg Pitts, 8 Clipper, when he bought the land from a bank or creditor.
 Concerning development of houses on the property proposed for annexation, 
Rita Rainey, 107 Anchor, questioned how many actually could be built on the 
property when a significant portion of the 50 acres is drainage and flood plain, 
and much of the land is covered by cliffs and rock. She added that there is only 
one entrance and exit point from the property, via Countryside Road to U.S. 40, 
when national standards would require two access routes to the nearly landlocked 
property. She urged the city to contact the Missouri Department of Transportation 
to find out the procedure to allow traffic from a new subdivision to have access to 
U.S. 40. She said building a new U.S. 40 intersection would be expensive.

See U.S. 40, Page 4.

Questions, concerns aired
on proposed 50-acre annexation

By Mayor Tom Goddard
 There is no downside to annexing 
the property below our dam. It gives 
us complete control over what is built 
on that property.
 Greg Pitts is going to annex it 
into Tapawingo, Blue Springs or 
Independence as all three cities border 
the property. The other two cities can 
build anything they want below our dam 
if they gain control. Do we want Section 
8 apartment houses below our dam?
 If we annex it, it would be an 
independent subdivision that would 
have no Lake rights unless the 
Country Club chooses to give them 
rights. I don’t see that happening.
 The developer would bear all of 
the costs of the project with no cost 
to Tapawingo. As an example, Lake 
Lotawana has a subdivision that is 
very similar to what we would have 
and they have no lake rights.
 Our City Attorney is one of the 
best in the state when it comes to 
municipal law. He is the one that is 
guiding us through this annexation. 
This is a voluntary annexation process.
 The City Council can hold an 
annexation vote at the July 11 City 
Council meeting. It takes two readings 
and two majority votes for approval. 
We will hold those votes one month 
apart if the first one passes.
 The state does not require a 
public vote in a voluntary annexation 
process. There are other types of 
annexations that the state does require 
a public vote. Some people seemed to 
have the state codes for these different 
types of annexations mixed up at one 
of our meetings.

See Beware, Page 3.

MAYOR’S MINUTES

Council will decide 
annexation. Avoid 
Section 8 housing.
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Around the Lake 
SYMPATHY
Sympathy to:
Former Police Chief Ken Bergman, Pleasant Hill, on the death June 18 of his 
father, Kenneth W. Bergman Sr., 86, Independence.

Family of Louis Hansen, 93, formerly of 4 Dockside, who died June 2 in 
Washington, Ill.

Meg Sneed, 104 Dockside, on the death June 21 of her mother, Mary Frances 
Sneed, 94, at her home in Sedalia.

BIRTHDAYS
July 1 Carla Seippel, 75 Dockside
 Tomi Bellinghausen, 26 Anchor
July 3 Jill Davis, 19 Dockside
July 4 Peggy Holmes, 34 Emerald Shore
July 5 Helen Cloyde, 16 Emerald Shore
July 6 Bailey Moran, 50 Emerald Shore
July 15 Bernadette Lawson, 207 Anchor
July 18 Nancy Fossum, 4 Dockside
July 21 Susan Stiles, 24 Beach
July 25 Linda Powis, 35 Anchor
July 27 LaRue McAlpin, 60 Anchor
July 29 Paula Hight, 3 Anchor
July 30 Judi Kruse, 79 Beach
 Niki Pitts, 4 Clipper
July 31 Pete Peterson, 30 Anchor

WELCOME TO THE LAKE
Tracy Horn and Greg Nash, 117 Anchor
Peggy Sayre, 103 Beach
Tommy & Luanna Schmitz, 84 Anchor

If you know of anyone who needs a Get Well card, Congratulations, Sympathy or 
Welcome to New Resident, please call Margie Guffey, 224-9543.

Lake Tapawingo Country Club 
website: www.laketapawingomo.com
City of Lake Tapawingo website: 
www.laketapawingomo.org
Community Facebook pages:
Search on Facebook for:
 “Residents of Lake Tapawingo” or
 “Lake Tapawingo Police Department”

See the fireworks display debris buffer zone, Page 
8. Spectator boats must stay behind a line running 
from the west point of Railroad Cove to the west 
point of A Cove. No pedalboats or other unpowered 
small craft on the main body during the display. 

Keep roads clear for firetrucks and other 
emergency equipment. Have guests park as far 
off roads as possible. Shuttle visitors from remote 
parking where possible.

Be safe. Follow all fireworks restrictions, including the bans on bottle 
rockets and oversized non-consumer explosives. See Page 24. Property 
owners are responsible for all violations that occur on their property. 
Police dispatch: 795-1960.

Fourth of July alert!
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DOTTED LINE OUTLINES PROPOSED ANNEXATION -- The gray triangle is the Lake Tapawingo Country Club 
property below the dam. The irregular black rectangle is unincorporated property (including the former horse 
pasture) owned by Rocky and Gena Queen and Larry and Dana McCue that is not part of the annexation. The 
irregular white rectangle north of 1 Anchor is land also owned by the Queens, but is actually within the Lake 
Tapawingo city limits. So the property to be annexed touches a total of about 680 feet of the city limits along 
Country Club (gray triangle) and Queen (white rectangle) property lines in the woods below the dam.  
MAYOR’S MINUTES

Beware negative/untrue information on annexation
Continued from Page 1.
 There is a lot of negative/untrue information floating 
around out there. If you have any questions or concerns 
about the annexation process please give me or your City 
Council members a call. 
 I understand that there has been some question as 
to where we got the funds to give our employees salary 
increases for the next fiscal year. When I was campaigning 
for this office, I promised to keep our own police 
department and to make it better. I hired Ken Bergman as 
Chief of Police and he hired and trained Officer Andrew 
Wilson. One year later Ken retired and we hired Tammy 
Taylor as Chief of Police and she hired Officer Mike 
Zielinski.
 The Municipal Court in 2016 was just barely meeting 
expenses with some months needing general funds to bail 
them out. The City Council at my urging in 2018 moved 
Municipal Court cases to the Jackson County Circuit Court.

 We have received just over $80,000 in fines in the 
last fiscal year from the Jackson County Circuit Court. 
Because of hiring a very professional police force and 
through their hard work we were able to add new money 
to our budget for Fiscal Year 2019-2020. If you have any 
questions or concerns about any city business please give 
me a call. We want everything we do to be as transparent 
as possible.
 Thanks to all of my Lake friends that came out for 
my surprise birthday party! A friend said he lost count 
when he passed 60 people present! What a neat thing 
to have happen to a person as old as I am! I can’t tell 
you how surprised I was and how much I appreciate the 
planning that went into the event. It WAS a complete 
surprise! Thanks for all of the cards, gifts and well 
wishes! 
 Have a great summer on the Lake and keep safety in 
mind at all times.
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Continued from Page 1.
 Scott Martin, 3 Emerald Shore, questioned the adequacy 
of the Countryside Road entrance onto westbound U.S. 40 to 
handle additional traffic. He noted eastbound traffic must first 
travel west, then U-turn at the Brittany Ridge subdivision in 
order to travel east, the direction of Lake Tapawingo.
 Sellars said he contacted the Missouri Department of 
Transportation about traffic on U.S. 40, which DOT set at 
23,000 cars a day traveling through. He said another estimated 
150 cars from the annexed area would have little effect on that 
traffic. He said additional information is needed to see if cars 
from the proposed subdivision 
would be able to get on and off 
the highway, but said the city 
would have to wait to get that 
information until a developer 
files a proposal.
 Lake Board Member Gary 
Mallen asked if the purpose of 
the annexation was to generate 
property tax revenue. Goddard 
said that was correct but it also 
was to create a buffer against 
construction of undesirable 
housing that might be allowed 
if Independence annexed the 
ground. John Braden, 45 Anchor, 
asked whether the wooded 
backside of the dam and an intervening wooded bluff were not 
a sufficient buffer between the property and Lake Tapawingo.
 Tom Paul, 20 Beach, asked how Lake Tapawingo would 
see any financial benefit from the annexation. He said he 
looked at the numbers stated in the Lake Tapawingo News 
and he could not see that the project would even pay for itself 
unless there is some other revenue that has been unstated.
 Sellars said when fully developed the proposed 
annexation would be a source of additional property tax 
revenues. Scott Patton, 102 Anchor, asked what would be the 
city’s maintenance costs in the meantime. Mayor Goddard 
said the developer would bear all up-front costs either 
under a contract to provide all the infrastructure or under a 
bond of 110 percent of the cost of the infrastructure should 
the developer fail to perform. If that happened, he said the 
property then would belong to a bank or a financing entity.
 Goddard said he talked to a “very prominent mayor” 
who said there was no downside to the annexation for Lake 
Tapawingo.
 Lake Board President Jayme Dean expressed concern that 
addition of possibly 150 homes and a proportional number of 
registered voters could give the new addition a large amount of 
influence over city government. In addition to having at least 

one city alderman, she said, those voters, who would have no 
vested interest in Lake Tapawingo proper, could conceivably 
band together even to elect a mayor from below the dam.
 Concerning the environmental assessment, Dean said 
the Missouri Department of Natural Resources required 
the Country Club to delay its silt pond construction for a 
substantial time due to the presence of endangered white 
bats in woods adjoining the proposed annexation property.
 Dean was asked whether residents of the new “subdivision” 
would have Lake privileges. She said the property is not part of 
Lake Tapawingo’s original deed and covenants and so would 

not have access to the lake. 
However, she added the Lake 
Board has not discussed 
the issue. At one point, 
Sellars suggested it might 
be possible that residents of 
the annexation area might be 
allowed to rent docks.
     Alderman Steve Magel 
said Lake Lotawana annexed 
a new subdivision that has its 
own homeowners association 
that oversees the area’s 
services although Lotawana 
provides police protection.
    Dwight Hight, 3 Anchor, 
asked why the city was 

considering annexing property that mostly was on the 
opposite side of a barrier of unincorporated land on Anchor 
Lane owned by Larry and Dana McCue and Rocky and 
Gena Queen. He said a developer of the annexation property 
might develop that intervening unincorporated land, building 
houses that Lake Tapawingo would have no control over. 
Alderman Charlie Cruit said that could happen regardless of 
whether Lake Tapawingo completed the annexation.
 Several residents asked why owner Greg Pitts wanted 
the city to annex the property. Mayor Pro Tem Brad 
Cloverdyke said Pitts indicated he thinks the property 
would be more valuable as part of a municipality. John 
Braden asked if that meant Pitts just wanted to sell the 
property for more than he paid for it. Cloverdyke indicated 
that is a common goal of most property owners.
 Cloverdyke said because Pitts brought a voluntary 
annexation petition to the city, the City Council is obligated 
to respond, and therefore, is studying annexation. However, 
he said, the council does not have to say yes to the request.
 Lake Board Member Hap Graff said annexing the 50 
acres to “protect” the estimated 680 feet of border on the 
city limits below the dam would not protect anything. Graff 

See Independence, Page 5.

U.S. 40 access, second exit, financial benefit questioned

 With no vote by citizens, the City Council will be 
the voting body that decides whether to annex 50 acres 
below the dam. The next City Council meeting is at 6 
p.m. Thursday, July 11, at City Hall.
 If you have questions or concerns, you can contact 
your elected representatives:
-- Mayor Tom Goddard, 228-2738
-- Ward 3 (D and E blocks): Alderman John Sellars 
(chairman of the annexation study committee) 679-7927; 
Alderman Bob Seago, 304-8050
-- Ward 2 (B and C blocks): Alderman Brad Cloverdyke, 
914-6819; Alderman Andy Rogers, 806-1871
-- Ward 1 (A Block): Alderman Charlie Cruit, (913) 433-
4326; Alderman Steve Magel, 674-9345. 

Your voice can be heard
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Continued from Page 4.
said Independence does not want the property, according to  
City Manager Zach Walker, who Graff said he talked with.
 Graff said there would be no revenue stream from the 
property for an indefinite period and the city would have 
to cover any costs incurred until “something happens.” He 
added that bigger is not always better.
 John Braden said statements by the mayor that the City 
Council could vote on the ordinance by July 11 prompted 
Braden to attempt to find out as much as possible about the 
proposal before a vote was taken. In response to his questions, 
he said, the city attorney did explain that state law requiring a 
citizen vote on annexation did not apply in this case because it 
utilizes a simplified procedure for voluntary annexation.
 Braden said, as he understood it, that simplified procedure 
allows at least 14 and as much as 60 days in which citizens 
could be informed about the proposed annexation before the 
council holds a public hearing. After that hearing, citizens 
have only 14 days in which to file a written objection signed 
by 2 percent of city voters to force an election.
 In this case, Braden said there was no previous discussion 
of the proposed annexation by the City Council in open meeting 

and none in closed executive session unless the subject was kept 
secret in violation of the Missouri Sunshine Law. Therefore, 
he said, voters were caught unawares when a notice of the 
public hearing was posted just days before the May 2 hearing. 
A legal notice was published 15 days before the hearing in the 
Examiner. Braden said voters were ill-prepared to even know 
if they objected sufficiently to the annexation, or what the 
procedure would be, to seek 2 percent of voter signatures by 
May 16, within the 14 days allowed to force an election. As a 
result, the issue proceeded to the City Council unimpeded.
 Following up a report that Independence might have rejected 
the property before, Braden said he talked to a planner in the 
Independence Community Development Department. He said 
the planner reported the staff had never dealt with any annexation 
plans for the 50 acres. The planner also noted the 100-year flood 
plain runs diagonally across the property and would greatly limit 
the number of houses that could be built there. He added that 
if 100 houses were proposed there to Independence, that city 
would require a second road access be built into the property. 
Braden said the planner told him he did not understand why Lake 
Tapawingo would want to annex the property unless it was to 
prevent additional houses being built below its dam.

Indep. seen as uninterested; short notice to voters questioned

 The city Board of Zoning 
Adjustment denied on June 4 a request 
for a variance to allow a proposed new 
house at 77 Anchor to encroach up to 
17 inches into the 6-foot side setback 
from a Country Club-owned pathway.
 Three weeks later, City Clerk Paul 
Blixrud reported a survey correction 
found the applicants did not need the 
encroachment to make the house fit 
the lot. After the variance was rejected, 
Blixrud said, the applicants found a 

surveying error that, when corrected, 
showed there was no encroachment.
 Steve Banks and Dawn Dunavant of 
78 Anchor, a property that encompasses 
three lots on the lakefront, proposed 
to split off the western third of the 
property, designated 77 Anchor, to build 
a new house.
 Banks and Dunavant, who said they 
are real estate brokers, asked the BZA 
on June 4 to grant a variance that would 
allow the new house to be built so its 

southwest corner extended 17 inches into 
the 6-foot side setback from the property 
line of a Country Club pathway on the 
western side of the new lot. The house 
would sit at an angle to the property line 
so the encroachment would gradually 
reduce to 0 at the lakeside corner of 
the house. The lakefront lot across the 
pathway is undeveloped.
 Banks said lot 77-A is 53 feet 
wide at the street and slightly more 
than 70 feet wide on the lakefront. 
However, he said part of the lakefront 
portion of the lot is at or below the 
842-foot floodplain elevation. To 
avoid the flood plain, they moved the 
proposed house closer to the street to 
be 2 feet higher than the flood plain. 
That caused the encroachment.
 BZA Member Greg Fedo said the 
house could be moved closer to the 
lake where the lot is wider to avoid 
encroachment. Banks said the couple 
liked the current plan that placed the 
house at least 2 feet above the flood plain.
 Banks said they initially thought 
they would replat lots 77-A and 78-A

See BZA, Page 6.

Setback encroachment denied; applicants find they don’t need it
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By John Braden
 A Jackson County Circuit Court judge ordered former Lake 
Tapawingo Country Club administrative clerk Lori Worman to 
pay $4,434 in restitution to the Country Club to cover a variety 
of unauthorized purchases with a Country Club credit card. In 
a restitution hearing June 14, Judge James Kanatzar ordered 
Worman to follow a repayment plan over five years.
 Worman, 58, pleaded guilty Jan. 29 to felony stealing 
more than $750 from the Country Club. She was sentenced to 
three years’ probation as part of a plea agreement that avoided 
a trial in Jackson County Circuit Court in Independence. The 
judge said if she failed to comply with her probation officer’s 
instructions, she could go to prison for up to seven years.
 Charges alleged Worman misused a Lake Tapawingo 
Country Club credit card for personal spending. A probable 
cause statement alleged she used the card for personal 
purchases for a total of $9,758.01 in loss to the Country Club.
 While the Jackson County Prosecutor’s Office sought 
$9,758.01 in restitution, Worman and her defense attorney only 
admitted she misused the credit card to a total of $1,232.33.
 Judge Kanatzar admitted he, like the prosecution, was 
handicapped by insufficient detail and a lack of specific 
receipts. In effect, he roughly split the difference in the two 
amounts, ordering Worman to pay the $4,434 over five 
years. The judge ordered that amount after the two lawyers 
reached an agreed-upon list of purchases based on the 
discussion in court.
 Assistant Jackson County Prosecutor J. Timothy Yasso 
called Lake Board President Jayme Dean and defense 
lawyer Casey Symonds called Worman to the witness stand 
to testify about circumstances in the case.
 Worman said she was told by then-Lake Board President 
Brad Cloverdyke that “anything under $500, I could buy.”
 Worman admitted a few purchases were entirely personal, for 
lunches, a present for her husband, and purchase of books by her 

son who “got on Amazon and the credit card was on the list.”
 The prosecutor, defense attorney and the judge all had 
questions about listed purchases from HyVee that Worman 
said were for postage stamps. Yasso noted three purchases, 
purportedly for stamps, on Jan. 1, April 18 and June 9, 
totaled $994.65.
 Under questioning from Yasso, Dean noted yearly 
Country Club mass mailings include notice of the February 
Lake Board election, assessment bills in November and 
notice of the December budget meeting.
 Yasso asked Worman if she would be “shocked” to know 
that not a single receipt for the stamp purchases could be 
found. Worman said she kept receipts and that they were “all 
there” during an audit of the Country Club performed in 2017.
 Yasso said an iPad tablet used for the office Square credit 
card reader was missing. Symonds said the tablet was left 
by Worman when she resigned. After conferring with Dean, 
Yasso said there was a tablet in the office but not that tablet.
 Several questions were aimed at supervision of Worman, 
which she and Dean testified was mainly provided by then-
Lake Board Treasurer Gena Queen. At the recommendation 
of its lawyer, the Lake Board voted in June 2017 to remove 
Queen as treasurer at the time in which a number of problems 
were discovered in Lake Office accounting and Worman had 
resigned.
 Under questioning from Judge Kanatzar, Worman said 
the treasurer would pay the credit card bill by writing a check. 
Defense lawyer Symonds asked if the treasurer ever balked at 
paying a bill; Worman said no. Symonds asked if Worman was 
ever questioned about her purchases of a Lake Office screen door 
or a bench by the light pole in front of the office; Worman said no.
 Worman said she would meet with the treasurer for two 
hours before each board meeting to review the spending 
report to be presented to the board. Dean confirmed that.

See Supervision, Page 7.

Judge orders Lake ex-clerk to pay $4,434 restitution

Continued from Page 5.
to make lot 77-A slightly wider to accommodate the house. 
However, he said a replat would be costly and inconvenient.
 The proposed house would be 2,426 square feet with 
three garages, plus a lakeside walkout basement not counted 
in that square footage. Banks said they had an option 
eventually to finish the basement into a separate living area.
 BZA Member Meg Seifert asked whether the house 
could be designed slightly smaller to fit the lot. Dunavant 
said the pair wanted a larger home to accommodate their 
blended family and that the proposed house is actually 
smaller than 78 Anchor, where they currently live.
 BZA Member Joe Rush noted there is not a house on the 
opposite side of the encroached pathway and moved to approve 
the variance. Fedo seconded the motion, which tied 3-3. The 
motion failed -- not only because tie votes normally fail -- but 
because the BZA ordinance mandates a minimum of 4 favorable 

votes to vary from the requirements of a city ordinance. 
 As a general rule, variances are to be granted by the BZA 
only rarely and under exceptional circumstances. Among 
criteria the BZA uses is whether there is a practical difficulty 
that prevents the property from being used without a variance. 
One criterion is whether the difficulty can be averted by 
another feasible method other than a variance.
 A BZA meeting was tentatively scheduled at 6 p.m. 
July 16 at City Hall to consider a renewed request for a 
variance to erect deck steps that would encroach into the 
side setback from a property line. The BZA had voted 
March 5 to table the request by Rhonda Dolan, 54 Anchor.
 During the March discussion, Chairman Dan Brown 
told Dolan she must demonstrate a practical difficulty that 
prevented her from using the property if the variance were 
not granted. When he told Dolan the board could vote or 
the request could be tabled, she asked that it be tabled.

BZA asked to reconsider deck steps in setback
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Continued from Page 6.
 However, Dean said many of 
the questionable purchases were not 
accurately reflected in the amounts 
submitted to the board for payment. 
Although the recipient of the payment, 
such as a vendor, would be shown, Dean 
indicated the purchases would not be 
itemized and there were no receipts.
 Dean said for many months credit 
card spending was not reflected in 
the spending submitted for board 
approval. Defense attorney Symonds 
asked whether the board questioned 
the treasurer about that; Dean replied 
the board did not know the credit card 
was being used.
 Other questions dealt with 
spending that Worman attributed to 
purchases for community events.
 Yasso asked Dean about spending 
for “Valentines for Veterans,” in which 
Worman collected hand-made Valentine 
cards for distribution to veterans in 2016. 
Dean said she spoke to then-President 
Cloverdyke who Dean said indicated the 
event was not board-approved.
 Yasso asked about spending for 
St. Patrick’s Day. Dean said the board 
does not sponsor the parade and that the 
corned beef and cabbage dinner was “put 

on by a resident” -- Queen -- as the Social 
Club, which Dean said is not affiliated 
with the board. When defense attorney 
Symonds asked Worman about purchases 
on March 23 of $303.72, she said she 
spent money after the St. Patrick’s Day 
dinner to replenish Clubhouse paper 
supplies and cleaning products.
 Earlier, when describing her 
responsibilities, Worman said she 
made purchases for board committees, 
including the “Social Committee,” 
which is not a Lake Board committee.
 Yasso asked about the Lake’s 90th 
birthday celebration in July 2016. Dean, 
who was named to the board only a 
month before that, said she did not know 
what the board authorized. Worman 
testified the 90th birthday was a “huge 
party” that the treasurer was “in charge of 
pulling together.” Worman said she and 
the treasurer decided on featuring a disk 
jockey, a drive-in movie and home-made 
games that Worman made from items 
purchased at Home Depot with the credit 
card. She said the items purchased for the 
games were “in the treasurer’s barn.”
 Yasso asked about claimed purchases 
for Halloween; Dean said the board does 
not sponsor a Halloween event. Defense 
attorney Symonds asked Dean about a 
Halloween barn party; Dean said the barn 
was owned by a “resident” -- Queen -- 
not the Lake Board and the board did not 
sponsor the party.
 Judge Kanatzar asked about the 
purchase of Christmas lights. Dean 
said she saw a document indicating 
lights were purchased from Home 

Depot but she had seen no receipts. 
Kanatzar asked if the board bought 
new lights every year; Dean said no.
 Defense attorney Symonds asked 
Worman about spending of more than 
$1,600 on Christmas lights. Worman said 
the amount was less than that because 
one item was a refund. She said an 
electrician told her the existing old lights 
were dangerous so she bought lights “for 
the whole club.” Worman said while 
purchasing the lights at Home Depot she 
was on her cell phone with the treasurer 
discussing the purchases. She said she spent 
more because the lights were guaranteed for 
seven years. She said the lights were stored 
in the Maintenance Building.
 Worman was charged with a Class 
D felony of stealing $750 or more from 
the Country Club. She was arrested June 
5, 2018, and released on $3,000 bond.
 Six days after Worman’s June 8, 
2017, resignation from the Country 
Club job, the Lake Board sent a 
letter to residents, saying some 
residents’ credit card or debit card 
payments to the Country Club had 
not been received by the Country 
Club and urging residents to check 
their bank statements. Charges filed 
against Worman did not allege any 
involvement with residents’ credit or 
debit cards, but only alleged personal 
use of the Country Club’s card.
 Since Worman’s resignation, the 
Lake Board spent thousands of dollars 
and months attempting to reconcile 
the Country Club’s checkbook, 
financial statements and other records.

 

GINA GRAHAM CHAVEZ
Attorney at Law

Divorce ∙ Estate Planning
35+ Years’  Experience

Let me help you transfer your wealth to the next generation

   Tel: (816) 220-1786               1200 NW South Outer Road
 gina.graham.llc@att.net          Blue Springs, MO 64015

Lake Resident for over 60 Years

Supervision of ex-clerk’s spending examined

Zoning Commission eyes 
gravel, off-street parking
 The Lake Tapawingo Zoning 
Commission is to meet at 6 p.m. July 
8 at City Hall to further consider 
possible amendments to city 
ordinances to prohibit: new gravel 
parking areas, parking on grass, 
and off-street parking on any lot not 
containing a single-family residence.
 Among the proposed ordinances:
-- “Residential driveways shall be 
constructed of asphaltic concrete, 
Portland cement concrete or masonry 
pavers engineered to support the 
weight of a vehicle.”
-- “Parking on other than asphaltic 
concrete/Portland cement concrete/
masonry paved driveways or pads is 
expressly prohibited.”
-- “No off-street parking shall be 
permitted on any lot not containing a 
single-family residential structure.”
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The years roll on ...

In July of 1926, the group of Kansas City businessmen 
who formed the Lake Tapawingo Development Company 
signed and registered the papers that officially created the 
community of Lake Tapawingo.

TAPAWINGO is an Indian word meaning either “beautiful 
water” or “beautiful place,” depending upon the interpretation 
of the particular tribe.

The developers built the dam and the dirt roads, dug out the 
coves, established water works behind the dam and extended 
electrical connections. They advertised Lake Tapawingo 
as an “exclusive sports retreat and rest haven built on 315 
beautiful rolling wooded acres.” The lake was to be one and 
one-half miles long and one-fourth to one-half mile wide 
with a water depth of 2 to 60 feet and a shoreline of four 
and one-half miles. The people of Kansas City responded, 
lots were sold and cottages built as summer vacation homes. 
Later, the coves were extended to enable more lots to be 
sold. At one time, there was a diving board in C Cove.

When the Development Company found itself in financial 
trouble, the community created the Country Club, which 
assessed fees for the upkeep of the lake.

During the Depression in the ‘30s, the Works Progress 
Administration (WPA) put in the blacktopped roads. At 
some time, the water works were dismantled and the Lake 
was hooked up to Water District No. 8. In the ‘60s, gas lines 
were laid making possible removal of unsightly fuel tanks.

In 1962, the City of Lake Tapawingo was formed in order to 

prevent annexation by either Blue Springs or Independence. 
Thus, at the present time, the Development Company, the 
Country Club, and the City share the responsibilities of 
“running” the Lake community.

In 1926, the first house was built. At this time, there are more 
than 360 houses at the Lake. For many years, all the houses 
were summer vacation homes. Now a summer home is a 
rarity. What remains the same are the swimming, boating, 
fishing, water skiing and ice skating.

Note: The above article was repeated for the benefit of new 
residents every year in the Lake Tapawingo News when the 
newsletter was operated by the Lake Tapawingo Women’s 
Club. That tradition continues now. We add that the 
Development Company was merged into the Country Club in 
2002, leaving only the Country Club and the City “running” 
the Lake. We are indebted to Ruth Baldwin, formerly of 156 
Anchor Drive, who did the research and wrote the article. 
Ruth died in 1997 and is missed by all who knew her.

Happy Birthday, Lake Tapawingo

Have fun, be safe at Fourth of July 
fireworks display on dam
 The dam will be closed to all vehicle and foot traffic from 
about 8 a.m. until midnight on the Fourth of July, keeping the area 
clear for set-up and discharge of the fireworks display. Additionally, 
boat traffic will be restricted in front of the dam from before dark 
to protect boaters from possible fireworks debris. No pedalboats or 
unpowered small craft on the main body during the display, please.
 The photo at right shows the area in which fireworks debris 
could fall. However, spectator boats on the lake should come 
no closer than a line from the west point of Railroad Cove to 
the west point of A Cove. If boats motor or drift closer than that 
to the dam, the fireworks contractor could halt the display due 
to insurance company safety requirements.
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By John Braden
 More than 80 Lake residents with higher-than-expected 
real estate reassessments -- and much higher estimated property 
taxes -- packed the Clubhouse June 20 for advice from appraisal 
and property tax consultants. That advice was to file appeals 
with the Jackson County Assessment Department and the 
Jackson County Board of Equalization as soon as possible.
 Jack Cardwell of Independence law firm Cardwell and 
Associates said reassessment increases across Jackson County 
had been “unconscionable and totally unfair.” He said at 
that time about 6,700 informal appeals had been filed on the 
Assessment Department’s Internet site and he estimated 20,000 
might be filed by the June 24 deadline for informal appeals. 
Cardwell’s associate, Mike LeVota, said he thought the massive 
level of appeals might crash the department’s computer server.
 Cardwell’s estimate was pretty close. More than 
21,000 taxpayers had filed informal appeals by the June 
24 deadline. On June 28, the Jackson County Legislature 
issued a statement calling on County Executive Frank 
White to void the results of the county’s reassessments and 
start the process over. However, White’s office said state 
law prevents White from taking such action.
 LeVota told Lake residents Missouri statutes 
say the county cannot increase assessments more 
than 15 percent in one assessment cycle without an 
inspection of the property.
 In a show of hands, residents reported their 
assessments increased 10, 20, 30, 40, 50 or 60 
percent, with a handful of residents responding to 
each percentage level.
 Cardwell, who was invited to speak by Jerry and 
Joan Mackey, 66 Anchor, said it appeared a private 
appraisal contractor hired by the county conducted 
a computer-assisted mass appraisal utilizing aerial 
photos that mainly compared the square footage of 
homes to county records of home sizes.
 The lawyer advised residents with increases 
exceeding 15 percent to file informal appeals with 
the Jackson County Assessment Department by June 
24 on the Internet at www.jacksongov.org/review. 
He said also to file a formal appeal with the Jackson 
County Board of Equalization by July 8 at www.
jacksongov.org/boeappeals or contact the board at 
881-3309. The lawyers said it is not required to file 
an informal appeal before filing the formal appeal.
 At the same time, Cardwell said if a resident’s 
rate only went up 15 percent or less, he might as well 
not bother filing because home prices have increased.
 Cardwell said there already is a “tsunami of appeals” 
and he did not know how the understaffed Assessment 
Department would be able to handle them all. He added 
that affected residents should contact the Jackson County 
Executive’s Office and their county and state legislators.
 LeVota said the best evidence to support an appeal 
would be an appraisal of the property, either a recent 

one or a new one if the potential tax increase is large enough 
to justify the expense. Values of comparable homes also are 
helpful and can be obtained from some Realtors, he said.
 LeVota said if the resident disagrees with a decision 
of the Board of Equalization, he can appeal further to the 
Missouri State Tax Commission by Sept. 30.
 When asked if residents should join in a class action lawsuit, 
LeVota said he did not know if that would work and that residents 
at this time should concentrate on filing their appeals.
 LeVota called lake communities a magnet for assessors to 
increase assessments because the houses are on a lake. He said 
one factor is that people will buy old lake houses, tear them 
down and build new, more expensive houses.

Residents urged to appeal ‘unconscionable’ assessments

 Lake Board President Jayme Dean said the Lake 
Tapawingo Country Club has filed both informal and formal 
appeals of reassessments of Country Club real estate that 
increased assessments between 300 and 400 percent. She 
said the board appealed assessments on 63 properties.
 Details were not immediately available, but Dean did say 
the Clubhouse was reassessed to be valued at $2.5 million.

Lake appeals 300-400% increases
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Are you turning 65 this year or do you know someone who is?
Are you over 65 and curious about the recent Medicare changes

and how they apply to you?
Former Lake Tapawingo resident Paul Kueffer, a licensed Missouri agent for more than 
30 years (also licensed in Arizona, Kansas, Florida and Texas) specializes in all areas 
of Medicare, Social Security and Senior Benefits. Let Paul simplify and streamline 
your research, answer all your questions, and point you in the right direction. Paul is 
an independent broker licensed and certified with all the major providers. He will save 
you time and money, not to mention clarity and peace of mind. Paul’s only mission is 
educating and helping you make an informed choice. There is never a charge for 
his services. Paul is happy to make a home appointment or you may come to one 
of his free Medicare 101 Seminars the last Tuesday of every month at Partners in 
Primary Care across the street from Centerpoint Hospital in Independence.

Paul Kueffer, 816-520-2162, pckueffer@gmail.com, www.SeniorBenefits101.com
(Not affiliated with any government agency.)

By Alderman John Sellars
Chairman, City Strategic Planning Committee
 In the month of June, the City of Lake Tapawingo 
Strategic Planning Committee organized two joint City 
Council and Lake Board sessions to begin the process of 
developing a mission statement for the City.
 In the meeting, the participants also were asked to 
identify strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats 
(SWOTs) that we have at the Lake. This information will 
eventually lead to a long-term strategic plan.
 Since these two meetings were open to everyone at 
the Lake, we had several citizens join in the first meeting. 
At the writing of this letter the second meeting is still a 
couple of days away. Personally, I found the first meeting 
to be fun with excellent input from nearly everyone in 
attendance.
 My intent in this letter is to solicit your input as well. 
On Page 11 is a version of the survey form used in the two 
June joint meetings. Please fill this form out and turn it 
in at City Hall or return it when you pay your utility bill. 
Your response is helpful to the City’s Strategic Planning 
Committee. Your input is critical if we are going to 
develop a high-quality plan.

Draft a city mission statement

 First, write a mission statement that identifies how 
you think Lake Tapawingo should look 10 years from 
now. Please feel free to share some bold or even unusual 
ideas.
 To help you get started the four most commonly 
used mission statement phrases in the first meeting 
were: quality living environment, welcoming family 
atmosphere, safe, and financially stable. Some mission 

statements had several of these phrases. What kind of 
lake community do you want us to be 10 years from 
now?

List Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, Threats

 Second, write your thoughts on each of the following: 
strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats. Again, 
to help get your ideas rolling I will share four of the most 
common thoughts in the first meeting.
 On strengths, the four most common ideas were: 
friendly and open community, beautiful lake and outdoors, 
people willing to volunteer, and strong leadership willing 
to listen.
 On weaknesses, the four most common ideas were: 
need better communications and collaboration from the 
City and Lake leadership, finances, lack of long-range plan 
on roads and infrastructure, and the following of Lake 
rules.
 On opportunities, the four most common ideas were: 
plan for beautification of city parks and green spaces 
owned by the City and the Lake Board, enhance the 
use of the Country Club for citizen activities, and better 
communications and transparency.
 On threats, the four most common ideas were: 
protecting borders and keeping out uninvited visitors, 
finances, zebra mussels, and citizens not following 
rules.
 I hope this information is enough to get you started 
on filling out the attached sheet. We can have an 
improved City of Lake Tapawingo if we all share our 
thoughts and ideas and become stewards of this great 
location.
 Thank you.

STRATEGIC PLANNING COMMITTEE

Help set course for Lake Tapawingo’s future
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Strategic Planning Survey
July 2019

If you were to create an overall mission statement for the City of Lake Tapawingo 
How would you state it? The mission of the City of Lake Tapawingo is:

Identify our internal Strengths and Weaknesses, and our external Opportunities and 
Threats.

Strengths:

Weaknesses:

Opportunities:

Threats:

Activities you enjoy the most:

Events you’d like to see occur in our community:

What else do you want to tell us?:

Date:
-- Optional responses below --

Name:                                                                                                                             

Full-Time/Part-Time Resident:                 Age___    # of Years Living at Lake Tapawingo        

Please return this survey to City Hall or submit it with your utility bill.
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LOWER utility bills & INCREASE  comfort 
w i t h  a n  E n e r g y - Ef f i c i e n t  h e a t i n g  &  c o o l i n g  sy s te m  

 For a limited time, complete residential system installs include  

10-Year LABOR Warranty  
 

Customer is responsible for PennTech ’s preventive maintenance twice/year.  

LABOR  

• FREE QUOTE!  Get energy-efficient options to upgrade 
your residential HVAC system. 

• REBATE$  Receive a check from KCP&L and Spire Energy 
for qualified equipment. 

w w w. Pe n n Te c h i n c . c o m            Yo u r  H e a t i n g  &  C o o l i n g  S p e c i a l i s t  

(816) 591-8383 
Call PennTech Today! 

Your Blue Springs Heating & Cooling Specialist  
celebrating 10 years of business! 
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CITY COUNCIL REPORT

City Council approves vacation rental ban

City of Lake Tapawingo

Profit & Loss Budget Overview
July 2018 through June 2019

  Administrative Court Police Q-Trash Sewer Water Water Line Bond TOTAL
  July ‘19-June ‘20 July ‘19-June ‘20 July ‘19-June ‘20 July ‘19-June ‘20 July ‘19-June ‘20 July ‘19-June ‘20 July ‘19-June ‘20 July ‘19-June ‘20
Ordinary Income/Expense
 Income      
 4000 · UTILITY BILLINGS    4,470.00 127,950.00 132,500.00  264,920.00
 4300 · COURT INCOME  84,000.00 -2,300.00     81,700.00
 4400 · ADMIN INCOME 101,150.00  50.00  1,200.00 77.00 450.00 102,927.00
 4500 · POLICE INCOME   29,100.00     29,100.00
 4899 · RESIDENT TRANSACTIONS 1,182.00  1,182.00  1,182.00 1,182.00  4,728.00
 Total Income 102,332.00 84,000.00 28,032.00 4,470.00 130,332.00 133,759.00 450.00 483,375.00
 Gross Profit 102,332.00 84,000.00 28,032.00 4,470.00 130,332.00 133,759.00 450.00 483,375.00

 Expense      
 5000 · PAYROLL 35,607.00  221,692.00  82,702.00 85,502.00  425,503.00
 5200 · ADMINISTRATIVE 31,165.00 550.00 30,900.00  23,770.00 24,970.00  111,355.00
 5399 · POLICE 0.00  40,650.00  2,500.00 2,500.00  45,650.00
 6100 · COURT EXPENSES  10,800.00      10,800.00
 6140 · Uniforms/Clothing Allow 0.00  3,000.00  600.00 600.00  4,200.00
 6150 · Education & Training 0.00  500.00  400.00 600.00  1,500.00
 6151 · TRAINING FROM JEF & POLICE FUND  600.00     600.00
 6152 · TRAINING FROM POST FUND   500.00     500.00
 7100 · SEWER / WATER                                                                                                                                      400.00 400.00  800.00
 Total Expense 66,772.00 11,350.00 297,842.00  110,372.00 114,572.00  600,908.00
Net Ordinary Income 35,560.00 72,650.00 -269,810.00 4,470.00 19,960.00 19,187.00 450.00 -117,533.00
Other Income/Expense        
 Other Income       
 4025 · Sewer/Water Maint Billings-Res     33,300.00 77,700.00  111,000.00
 4030 · Grinder Pump-Res     34,500.00   34,500.00
 4611 · Property Tax 166,000.00      312,000.00 478,000.00
 Total Other Income 166,000.00    67,800.00 77,700.00 312,000.00 623,500.00

 Other Expense       
 8800 · GRINDER PUMPS     74,000.00   74,000.00
 8900 · MAINTENANCE 0.00    19,700.00 105,392.00  125,092.00
 9100 · DEBT                                          2,750.00      304,125.00 306,875.00
 Total Other Expense                              2,750.00    93,700.00 105,392.00 304,125.00 505,967.00
 Net Other Income 163,250.00    -25,900.00 -27,692.00 7,875.00 117,533.00
Net Income 198,810.00 72,650.00 -269,810.00 4,470.00 -5,940.00 -8,505.00 8,325.00 0.00

 The Board of Aldermen of the city 
of Lake Tapawingo met June 6 at City 
Hall. Mayor Tom Goddard presided.

Visitors: Jan Baldwin, 9 Anchor; Ryan 
and Allison Charlton, 43 Anchor; Lake 
Board President Jayme Dean, 62 Beach; 
Greg Fedo, 85 Beach; Steve Fink, 13 
Dockside; Jody Goddard, 5 Beach; Gary 
Mallen, 9 Dockside; Scott and Debbie 
Martin, 9 Beach; Kim McReynolds, 58 
Dockside; Charles Plank, 38 Dockside; 
Rita Rainey, 107 Anchor; Joe Rush, 80 
Beach; Meg Seifert, 39 Anchor; Sarah 
Wilke, 55 Dockside; John Braden, 45 
Anchor; Tom Coffman, WCA Waste Corp.

Vacation rental ban: After brief discussion, 
the council passed, 5-0, on second reading, 
a motion by Alderman Steve Magel to give 
final approval to Bill 1196 Ordinance 993, 
An Ordinance Amending the City Code 
Related to Short Term Rentals. The new 
zoning regulations prohibit vacation rental 
businesses in the city.

 The ordinance, which was endorsed by 
the Lake Tapawingo Zoning Commission 
prohibits use of Lake residences as short-
term rentals, vacation rental property or 
“air” bed and breakfasts. The ordinance 
defines “short-term rental” as rental of a 
dwelling, or a portion thereof, for a period 
of 31 consecutive calendar days or less. 
It prohibits short-term rentals in the city’s 
residential zones. It also declares short-
term rental activity to be a commercial use, 
which is prohibited by residential zoning.
 At the May 2 council meeting, it 
had not been clear whether the ordinance 
on first reading also contained sections 
that would make the Board of Zoning 
Adjustment responsible for hearing 
appeals of decisions by city Building 
Official John Drake. It was determined at 
the June 6 meeting that action on those 
provisions was delayed to later meetings.

Budget: City Clerk Paul Blixrud explained 
proposed amendments to the current fiscal 
year budget that ends June 30, 2019. Blixrud 

said the city’s accountant recommended the 
budget be amended to reflect city actions 
that had not been budgeted.
 Amendments included the purchase 
from available restricted funds of a new 
police car, a sewer vacuum trailer and 
a Water and Sewer Department pickup 
truck. Another amendment reflected 
reductions in utility bills for sewer/water 
maintenance and for overhead and an 
increase for grinder pump maintenance 
made effective in November 2018.
 Other amendments included an 
above-budget employee retirement plan, 
collections of building permit fees of 
$6,000 above budget, and municipal 
court fines collected that were more than 
$20,000 above the budget estimate.
 After discussion, the council passed, 
5-0, a motion by Alderman Bob Seago 
to approve the amendments for the 
current fiscal year budget.
 Blixrud also explained the proposed 
budget for the next fiscal year beginning

See Non-resident, Page 14.
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J.R. PAINTING & DRYWALL LLC
Special!

10% off any job for 2019!

We are very competitive on pricing and can 
adjust to fit most budgets.

We aspire to be your next painting or drywall 
contractor! No job to big or small, we do 
them all! CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATE! 

816-305-9647 jrpaintingdrywall.net

Check out one of our latest exteriors, 3 Emerald Shore.

Continued from Page 13.
July 1. He said most budgeted expenses and revenue were based 
on the current year budget or actual expenses and revenue. He 
said notable changes were higher expected court fine revenue and 
a larger payroll due to recently approved pay increases.
 Alderman John Sellars asked whether the $84,000 in 
court fines received had exceeded the revenue limit imposed 
by the state in the Mack’s Creek Law. Blixrud noted the law 
limits fine revenues to no more than 20 percent of the city’s 
overall revenues. If the fines exceed that percentage, excess 
revenues must be submitted to the state for distribution to 
school districts. Blixrud said the amount was close to the limit 
and future revenues would have to be calculated carefully.
 After discussion, the council passed, 5-0, a motion by 
Alderman Steve Magel to approve the new budget for the 
period from July 1, 2019, through June 30, 2020.

Water and Sewer: The council passed, 5-0, on second 
reading, a motion by Alderman Andy Rogers to give final 
approval to Bill 1198 Ordinance 995, An Ordinance Amending 
Title VII of the City Code Related to Utilities.
 The ordinance imposes an additional utility fee on non-
residents of Lake Tapawingo who receive water/sewer/trash services 
via the city. The three properties that use the city’s services, in 
unincorporated Jackson County, are 125½ Beach, the Blue 
Springs School District maintenance building on U.S. 40 and 
Rocky Queen’s acreage near 1 Anchor.
 The monthly surcharge is to be $25 for water and 
$25 for sewer. The ordinance also cleaned up some old 
language no longer applicable to water and sewer rates.

 Alderman Bob Seago said Dan Dawson resigned from 
the Water and Sewer Department on June 3 and that Seago 
and Mayor Goddard completed a sewer service call. Seago 
said the city posted a help wanted notice for a maintenance 
worker and received 21 responses in three days.
 The alderman said the department received 168 
calls for service in 33 days and replaced 26 sewer 
grinder pumps, 17 of which were very old.
 Seago said the department found a supplier for 
stainless steel sewer discharge hubs to replace cast-iron 
hubs that are failing.

Audit: The mayor and council considered an 
engagement letter with the accounting firm Troutt 
Beeman & Co. to perform the city’s audit for the fiscal 
year that ends June 30 for a fee of $15,750. The council 
passed, 5-0, a motion by Alderman Andy Rogers to 
approve the engagement letter for the audit.

Solid Waste Collection: Tom Coffman of trash 
contractor WCA Waste Corp. asked to exercise one of 
the two optional one-year extensions in the city’s trash 
contract, which is to expire Aug. 31. However, he also 
requested a contract amendment to remove or modify 
the annual bulky trash pickup.
 Coffman said WCA collected a record 30 to 35 tons 
of bulky trash at the Lake in June and that one WCA 

employee was injured while collecting bulky trash. He said 
the industry has been eliminating bulky pickups. He proposed 
a mutually agreeable change that would allow for residents to 
bring bulky items to a secure place at the Lake to be collected 
or that a trash truck be parked at the Lake once or twice a year 
to which residents could bring their bulky trash.
 City Attorney Paul Campo said the contract allows extensions 
at the city’s option subject to the same contract language. He said 
the city should consider either extending the contract with the same 
language or putting trash collection out for a new set of bids.
 Mayor Goddard asked Aldermen Andy Rogers and 
Charlie Cruit to review the current contract.

Annexation: Mayor Goddard, the City Council, and guests 
discussed Bill 1199 Ordinance 996, An Ordinance Annexing 
Real Estate to the City of Lake Tapawingo, Jackson County, 
Missouri. See that discussion starting on Page 1.

City Hall: Alderman Steve Magel said the Country Club 
Board voted to share with the city the security system 
installation costs for the City Hall and Lake Office based on a 
bid from Hudson Home Protection LLC. The total cost would 
be $6,521.76, divided equally between the two entities.

See City, Page 15.

Non-resident utility fee imposed on three properties
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City, Lake Board agree to security system costs
Continued from Page 14.
 The council passed, 5-0, a motion 
by Magel to approve the Hudson 
bid and to pay the city’s portion of 
$3,260.88.

Executive Committee (liaison with 
Lake Board): Alderman Steve Magel 
said he met with the Country Club 
Board and clarified the street light 
payment from the Lake Board to the 
city. He said the board decided to 
continue paying the $1,000 per month 
towards street lights and to pay the 
previous months going back to October 
2018.
 Lake Board President Jayme Dean 
said Magel told the board the street lights 
would be turned off if the Lake Board did 
not pay and that the board voted to pay 
bills from October to the present. She 
said the city had not billed the Country 
Club since December and requested that 
invoices be provided to the present date.

Police: Chief Tammy Taylor said the 
Police Department helped Kansas City 
Southern Railway police hand out 1,100 
informational pamphlets on railroad 

laws and safety. She also reported on 
a memorandum of understanding with 
the Jackson County Health Department 
regarding public health emergencies.
 Taylor said upcoming training for 
all officers is to include subjects such 
as driving while intoxicated and vehicle 
safety. She said resident Ryan Alberg 
has volunteered to assist the department 
with emergency management.

Fund transfers: The council approved 
a motion by Alderman Steve Magel for 
routine money transfers among funds. 
(Note: Incoming money to the city 
goes first to the Operating Account, 
Debt Service Account or Police Fund 
Account. Then, when appropriate, it 
is moved to restricted accounts. When 
a bill is to be paid from a restricted 
account, that money is first moved back 
to the Operating Account so a check can 
be written.)
 Transfers approved:
-- $4,616.32 Water/Trash Account to 
Operating Account to pay WCA April 
trash bill
-- $4,091.40 Water/Trash to Operating to 
pay April Independence water supply bill

-- $3,250.00 Police Fund Account to 
Operating for police computer software
-- $4,650.25 Police Fund to Operating 
for police cameras/digital video recorder
-- $4,133.61 Sewer/Water Maintenance 
Account to Operating for May supplies/
maintenance
-- $5,593.91 Sewer/Water Maintenance 
to Operating to pay for May water meter 
installations
-- $18,854.17 Grinder Pump Account to 
Operating to purchase grinder pumps/
parts in May
-- $828.77 Debt Service Account to 
Operating, city portion of May property 
tax collection
-- $5,513.50 Operating to Little Blue 
Valley Sewer District Account, revenue 
collected from May billing
-- $9,509.64 Operating to Water/Trash, 
revenue collected from May billing
-- $10,389.15 Operating to Sewer/Water 
Maintenance, revenue from May billing
-- $2,804.10 Operating to Grinder Pump, 
revenue collected from May billing

Official city minutes may be read at City 
Hall or on the city Internet site, www.
laketapawingomo.org.

Rain barrels
 for sale

55-gallon, connects to home 
gutter, providing storage of 
free water. Great for watering 
flowers and vegetables.

Delivery and installation 
available, or self-installation.

Call for a price.
(816) 228-6689



Lake Tapawingo News • July 2019

Page 16

 The Lake Tapawingo Country Club 
Board of Directors met June 3 and 17 at the 
Clubhouse. President Jayme Dean presided.

Visitors: Janet Baldwin, 9 Anchor; Kay 
Coen, 31 Emerald Shore; Jack Cordsen and 
Peggy Holmes, 34 Emerald Shore; Janice 
Cunha, 28 Anchor; Greg Fedo, 85 Beach; 
Steve Fink, 13 Dockside; Alderman Steve 
Magel, 14 Anchor; Scott Martin, 3 Emerald 
Shore; Pete McKay, 32 Emerald Shore; 
Kim McReynolds, 58 Dockside; Jennifer 
Moran, 50 Emerald Shore; Faith Pharr, 8 
Dockside; Charles Plank, 38 Dockside; 
Rita Rainey, 107 Anchor; Robert Rapp, 15 
Emerald Shore; Meg Seifert, 39 Anchor; 
Clifford and Angela Town, 46 Emerald 
Shore; John Braden, 45 Anchor.

Executive session: President Dean 
convened the board in closed executive 
session at 7 p.m. June 3 to discuss legal 
matters with the board’s lawyer, Zach Goff, 
and Mayor Tom Goddard. Dean adjourned 
the executive session and called the regular 
open meeting to order at 7:42 p.m. 

Street light billing: Treasurer Hap Graff 
said the board was still researching 
questions about Kansas City Power & 
Light street light bills and other Country 
Club electricity bills. President Dean said 
the Municipal Business Subcommittee 
would contact the city for more 
information in order to move forward.
 Board Member Jeff Pirner asked why 
the bill had not been paid. President Dean 
said KCP&L admitted the streetlight bills 
were not correct and said not to pay them 
until the issue is resolved.
 After the city’s near-bankruptcy in 
2014, when KCP&L turned off all street 
lights, the Lake Board agreed to pay $1,000 
per month to relight 92 street lights on the 
Lake’s private roads, with subsequent boards 
to decide each year on the matter. The City 
Council agreed to pay for 22 street lights that 
could be justified in the municipal budget as 
necessary for public safety of intersections 
and hazardous areas. Until that time, the city 
had historically paid the entire bill.
 Dean noted it has been difficult to 
obtain necessary information from KCP&L 
about cost differences since a changeover 
to more efficient light-emitting diode 
street light bulbs. She said the Country 

Club would like more information before 
paying the city, which is the recipient of 
the street light bill. Alderman Steve Magel 
previously said the city continued to pay 
the bill and that the Country Club was 
“$7,000 in arrears to the city.”
 At the June 3 meeting, Magel told the 
board the city would ask its lawyer to direct 
Kansas City Power & Light to shut off the 
city’s street lights on June 6 if the board did 
not agree to pay the bill immediately. 
 Graff said the board members were 
close to figuring out what the issues 
were with the electricity bill. He said the 
board has paid $37,000 to date.
 Dean said if the board felt strongly 
about this issue, then a board member 
could make a motion regarding the street 
light bill. Pirner, seconded by Board 
Member Buddy Young, made a motion 
to pay the city the outstanding street light 
balance from October to date.
 The board voted narrowly, 6-5 with 
2 abstentions, to approve Pirner’s motion 
to pay the street light bill. President Dean 
asked Lake Office staff to collect invoices 
from the city prior to writing a check, to 
ensure the correct amount is being paid. 
 At the subsequent meeting, Graff 
said the city was paid $7,000 for the 
board’s portion of the street light bill 
and the billing is still under review.

Treasurer’s report: Treasurer Hap Graff 
said Dana McIntire of accountant Troutt, 
Beeman & Co. completed an accounting 
review of Country Club books and a 
report would be completed by mid-July.
 Graff said the Country Club is 
down to nine unpaid assessments for the 
current year, with eight unpaid multi-year 
assessments. Steve Fink, 13 Dockside, said 
he would like the past due assessments 
to resume being published in the Lake 
Tapawingo News, including the amounts 
owed as was publicized in the past in the 
newsletter and on the Lake bulletin boards. 
 The treasurer said a check was 
issued to Stephen Waite and Bernadette 
Lawson to reimburse their overpayment 
of full assessments in 2017, 2018 and 
2019 when they only owed $25 annually 
for an empty lot at 42 Anchor. He said 
it was then discovered that they also 
overpaid for 2016. The board voted, 
14-0, to approve a motion by Board 

Member David Hillerman to repay 
$1,030 for the 2016 overpayment.  
 Dean said removal of the 149-A dock 
for failure to pay assessments has been 
postponed because it appears 149 Anchor 
might be sold soon. She also said back 
assessments were paid for 170 Beach, so 
its dock would not need to be removed.

Legal: President Dean said the Jackson 
County Circuit Court ordered former 
administrative clerk Lori Worman to 
repay the Country Club $4,434 over a 
five-year period beginning in mid-July. 
Dean said the overseeing judge told her 
to expect a monthly payment. 

 Dean said a car ran off Woods 
Chapel Road and through the Lake fence, 
destroying three trees. She said Police 
Chief Tammy Taylor found out the driver 
will be cited by the county and the driver’s 
insurance can be billed for the damage.

Rules and Regulations: President Dean 
said many Lake rule violation citations 
have been issued recently and that the 
appeals process is conducted by the 
Rules and Regulations Subcommittee, 
not the full board.
 Dean said a resident from 27 Anchor 
who was suspended for 14 days requested 
on Friday, June 7 that the suspension 
be pushed back for the weekend due to 
visitors coming into town. Board Member 
Brian Smith said he granted that request 
and that the suspension would start on 
Monday June 10. However, Dean said the 
resident was back on the lake the weekend 
of June 14. Dean said that is violation of 
the suspension and she wanted to inform 
the board of this potential suspension 
violation and potential trespassing.
 Board Member Renny Buckaloo said 
in future the board should not agree to 
alter suspensions. Board Member Buddy 
Young said residents should be forced to 
adhere to the citations and suspensions. 
 Rules and Regulations Chairman 
Tyler Follis made a motion to press 
trespassing charges against 27 Anchor and 
to assess 3 more penalty points for a 28-
day suspension from using the lake. Board 
Member Jeff Pirner seconded the motion, 
which passed,12-0 with 2 abstentions.

See Lake, Page 17.

COUNTRY CLUB BOARD REPORT

Lake Board responds to alderman’s threat to cut street lights
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27-A Long
56-A Beatty
120-A Rogers
123-A O’Grady
124-A Schwenk
129-A Goodwin
140-A Light
149-A Journey

152-A Beeson
159-A Hallgrimson
135-B Stickney
148-B Smith
170-B Applequist
22-C Theis
97-D Evans

No Lake privileges
June 2019
The Lake Board lists the following property owners or tenants 
who do not have Lake privileges as of June 21. Lake privileges 
include use of the lake for any purpose as well as all common 
space such as Liberty Gardens, boat lots, soccer fields, tennis 
courts, the Clubhouse and shelterhouses.

Continued from Page 16.
 President Dean said she would like to table consideration of 
a revised notice of property sale document for clarification prior 
to considering it at the next meeting. The document advises of the 
original covenant requirement that adjoining property owners have 
a right of first refusal to purchase Lake lots that are for sale and that 
waivers of that right must be signed before a property may be sold.
 Steve Fink, 13 Dockside, asked why there was a revision to 
the property notice of sale document. Dean said the revision has 
not been approved, and that the board seeks to clarify the waiver 
documentation in order to avoid any misunderstandings by residents. 

Annexation: Board Member Hap Graff requested that the 
board discuss the annexation being considered by the city and 
how it might affect the Country Club, the lake, etc. President 
Dean said information is being presented to the residents and 
the board must think about its responsibilities.
 Alderman Steve Magel said the board is to be informed 
about annexation during two joint strategic planning meetings 
it is to have with the City Council.
 Board Member Sarah Wilke questioned the proposed 
meeting dates, June 12 and 14, that were given to the Lake 
Tapawingo News, adding that June 14 was not available as an 
option. After discussion, board members and Magel said they 
would attempt to schedule the meetings June 12 and 27.
 President Dean subsequently announced the next joint 
meeting with the City Council on strategic planning and 
annexation would occur on June 27 at 7 p.m. at the Clubhouse. 

Water Patrol: Board Member Buddy Young said he witnessed 
boaters building up speed, coasting into a cove, then raising the 
drive unit and increasing engine power to spray water in the 
cove. Water Patrol members will be notified to keep an eye out 
for this and will be issuing warnings to stop. 
 During the first period of the Water Patrol season, three 
warnings were given to boaters for various reasons and four 
citations were given. Board members said they had seen 
violations including standing while driving power boats, 
traveling above idle speed after 8 p.m., swimmers hanging on 
A Cove buoys, exceeding idle speed in coves, more than two 
riders on a tube, towing a tube in a cove, boating without lights 
after dark, and leaving unattended fishing lines in the water.
 At the subsequent meeting, Board Member Wes Knox 
said the Water Patrol had given out a few citations since the 
previous meeting, including violations for no lights after dark 
and exceeding idle speed during no-wake hours. He said the 
Water Patrol also has had to ask non-resident fishermen to 
leave Liberty Gardens a few times. Knox said a consistent 
issue  is several boats towing without tow flags visible.
 Knox said the patrol is working a random weeknight shift 
and will be working a graveyard shift in which two members 
will work together from 11:30 p.m.-2:30 a.m.
 Board Member Hap Graff voiced concern about the safety of 
the Water Patrol members during the graveyard shift. He suggested 
the the patrol be instructed to not engage or confront residents, but 
just identify house numbers of suspected rules violators. 
 President Dean said the Fourth of July weekend would 
have double Water Patrol coverage for Thursday-Sunday.

 Knox said the buoy on the east point of A Cove is too close to 
the shore so boats cannot travel between it and the shoreline. Board 
Member Brian Smith said that is a hazardous rock buoy that was 
intentionally moved closer to the shore so boaters would not try to 
navigate between it and the shore. Board Member Colleen Drinkard 
said the buoys are perfectly placed in the ski training area of C Cove. 
 
Docks and Waterfront: 14-E. Board Member Brian Smith noted 
an application to replace the existing damaged dock at 14-E was 
submitted for the last board meeting in May but there was not 
enough information. He said Tremayne Umbles, the renter of 14 
Emerald Shore, resubmitted an application, adding how the dock 
would be attached to the seawall by cables in addition to the ramp.
 Smith said Umbles picked a contractor who contacted 
Smith and is to contact him again once the material is on site so 
that it can be put into quarantine. Greg Pitts, the owner of the 
property, has given approval to install the new dock.
 The board passed, 13-0, a motion by Smith to approve the 
application. Construction begins after quarantine is met.
 
16-A. Smith presented an application from Scott Johnson to place 
granite paving stone on the Country Club lakefront beach area at 
16-A to prevent trash from floating in and to prevent the area from 
becoming muddy. He said the stone was already at the Lake, at 17-
A. The board passed, 13-0, a motion by Smith to approve.
 
94-B. Smith said the 94-B dock damaged during last year’s dredging 
has been repaired. He said Dredge America had not paid the resident 
for repairs yet. Smith said the residents, James and Sarah Luptak, 
would like to install a boat lift that is already on the lake. He said 
he inspected the area and there is still plenty of room. He said the 
resident has not decided who is going to install the lift. Smith 
said he informed the resident if the lift is dropped in the lake 
during transport, the resident will be responsible to get it out. 
The board passed, 13-0, a motion by Smith to approve.
 
48-D, 49-D. Smith said Dan Allgaier, 78 Dockside, said a golf 
cart cannot cross a ditch on the Country Club lakefront below the 
pathway at 48 and 49 D and asked whether the board could

See Spring, Page 19.

Lake Board cites misbehaviors on the lake



Lake Tapawingo News • July 2019

Page 18

hewittrad.com

S T R O N G E R  M A T E R I A L S .  S M A R T E R  D E S I G N .  G R E A T E R  V A L U E .

Canopies and covers provide strong protection.
Top Off Your Hewitt Lift.

THREE HEWITT CANOPY DESIGNS AND REPLACEMENT COVERS FOR MOST OTHER BRANDS.

THE TOUGHEST
BOAT LIFTS , DOCKS & ACCESSORIES

Quality since 1971.

AUTHORIZED DEALER:

DOCK HARDWARE  I  SWIM RAFTS  |  DOCK FLOATS | STAIRCASES
CANOPIES  I  ROOFS  I  ACCESSORIES  

Floating LiftsFloating Docks

Bumpers & AccessoriesRoll-A-Dock

Hydraulic  Lifts

New Hewitt dealer for Lake Tapawingo area

hewittrad.com

S T R O N G E R  M A T E R I A L S .  S M A R T E R  D E S I G N .  G R E A T E R  V A L U E .

Canopies and covers provide strong protection.
Top Off Your Hewitt Lift.

THREE HEWITT CANOPY DESIGNS AND REPLACEMENT COVERS FOR MOST OTHER BRANDS.

BMF Enterprises LLC
AUTHORIZED DEALER

Contact: 816-699-5456



Lake Tapawingo News • July 2019

Page 19

Spring brings flood of dock, seawall applications
Continued from Page 17.
improve the spot to make passage possible. 
Smith said a culvert pipe could be put in to 
provide structure to cross on. He said there 
is concrete present that might have to be cut 
in order for the pipe to be installed.
 President Dean asked to table the 
matter and to prepare an action plan.

 
81-A. Smith said Board Member Jeff 
Pirner installed a sidewalk from the 
residence to the seawall across Country 
Club lakefront. President Dean said the 
sidewalk was approved two years ago, 
but the agreement with the contractors 
fell through. Nothing has changed, except 
paving brick was used instead of concrete.
 Smith said the sidewalk does 
not protrude above the ground and 
equipment could be driven across it with 
ease. Since the permit was previously 
approved, Dean said the only thing 
required was the updated application.

58-D. President Dean said the board 
previously approved an application for 
seawall improvements at 58-D but the 
agreement with the contractor fell through. 
Smith said the resident submitted a new 
plan for seawall improvement calling for 
the wall to be replaced and capped with a 
concrete sidewalk.
 Smith asked about an existing pipe 
at the site. Applicant Kim McReynolds 
said the pipe, which drains water from 
across the road and extends under their 
house, will be protected. Smith said the 
sidewalk will be even with the patio and 
there is also an existing small set of steps 
that McReynolds said would be retained.
 McReynolds said the new seawall 
would be tapered to match the height of 
the neighbor’s seawall.
 She said she would obtain written 
approval from the neighbors before 
proceeding onto their property. She 
said seawall repair would stop on the 
McReynolds property line until that 
approval is gained. The board passed, 
13-0, a motion by Smith to approve 
the seawall repair, with the possibility 
to extend the work onto the neighbor’s 
property pending neighbor approval.

133-D. Although the board has sought 
removal of the 133-D dock as unsafe, 
Smith said it is a stationary dock. He said he 
and Maintenance Supervisor Matt Kempf 

inspected the dock and there seems to be no 
safe way to get it out. Smith suggested the 
Country Club hire a contractor to fix it, and 
then send the resident a bill for it.
 Board Member Sarah Wilke asked 
if there was any resident who would like 
the dock or dock space. She suggested 
they could consider it an open space. 
President Dean said the issue is that the 
dock is the resident’s private property 
on the Country Club’s private property, 
so the resident would need to be 
informed. Dean requested that the issue 
be tabled for further consideration.
 
115-D. Smith reminded the board that 
the dock belonging to 115 Dockside was 
removed a few years ago due to non-
payment. However, the late resident’s 
son, Kevin Jameson, has paid the back 
assessments and is up to date on payment. 
Smith said Jameson wanted to know if 
he would be allowed to put a dock in the 
dock space, which was the only residential 
dock attached to the dam wall at the end 
of Railroad Cove. The board passed, 14-0, 
a motion by Smith to allow Jameson to 
use the dock space, subject to submission 
of dock plans that must be separately 
approved by the board.

14-A. Smith said Steve Magel would like 
to install artificial turf to replace the rocks 
and mud on a 6- by 20-foot lakefront ledge 
below the bluff at 14-A. He said the area 
at the water’s edge is not accessible by 
equipment. Magel said it would be attached 
with spikes. The board passed, 14-0, a 
motion by Smith to approve the application. 
Board Member Renny Buckaloo reminded 
the resident that the material must be 
quarantined prior to installation. 

8-D. Smith said Faith Pharr seeks 
permission to replace her seawall at 8-D 
and to cap it with a 3-foot-wide sidewalk. 
Pharr said she contacted her neighbor 
who did not object. Smith asked how the 
concrete would be delivered to the seawall 
area. Pharr said that the resident of 5-D 
has offered to allow concrete to be brought 
in through his yard. Smith said Pharr 
would be responsible to repair any damage 
caused by the concrete equipment. If the 
neighbor’s wall is damaged, Pharr would 
be responsible for the repair.
 The board passed, 13-0 with 1 
abstention, a motion by Smith to approve 

a new seawall and sidewalk limited to 3 
feet wide with the property owner to be 
responsible for any damages that occur 
while this project is under way.
 
168-A. Smith said Ed McCanless, 168 
Anchor, requested an amendment to his 
permit to pour a concrete sidewalk on the 
lakefront at 168-A and 11-A. The initial 
permit allowed McCanless to pour a 4-foot-
wide sidewalk that followed the contour of 
the natural rock wall above it and did not 
reach the seawall. Smith said a resulting 
17-inch drop from the concrete down to an 
existing step in the seawall was a hazard.
 Because it would be difficult and more 
expensive to cover the step with concrete, 
Smith said the resident asked to construct 
a 4- by 9-foot deck to cover the area at the 
lake’s edge. Smith said he has not found 
any examples on the lake where a deck sits 
on top of the seawall. Smith said the deck 
would not be attached to the dock.
 Smith said the resident can still 
proceed as approved, but wanted to pursue 
an easier and more economical route.
 Board Member Colleen Drinkard said 
she was concerned that the resident did not 
follow the plan and said she believed that a 
precedent would be created. President Dean 
read the original meeting minutes when the 
permit was initially approved. She said the 
amendment proposes, instead of a seawall 
cap being installed, a deck will be installed. 
Dean asked if the area could accommodate 
another dock space. Mr. Smith said there 
is more than 30 feet between docks and he 
could look at the space.
 Board Member Hap Graff asked if the 
homeowner has a dock and if it is 10 by 
12 feet, which was confirmed. Graff said if 
approved, it looks like a homeowner would 
have two wood surfaces (docks) on the 
water. President Dean asked for a motion. 
No one made a motion to approve.
 Smith said while sidewalk construction 
was under way an irrigation pipe belonging 
to 11 Anchor was damaged and while 
repairing this pipe, workers exposed 
electrical wiring that is unprotected by a 
ground-fault circuit interrupter. The city 
was informed and electricity to 11-A’s dock 
was turned off until the wiring is upgraded 
to meet safety standards.

Roads, Easements and Pathways: Board 
Member Buddy Young said Eickleberry

See Net, Page 21.
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Continued from Page 19.
Concrete submitted bids of $8,400 
to pave the 240-foot-long pathway at 
11-A and $4,450 to pave the 101-foot-
long pathway at 27-D. That compared 
to earlier bids from Epic Concrete of 
$9,760 for 11-A and $4,760 for 27-D.
 Young said there was $6,600 in the 
pathway budget. President Dean asked if 
it would be possible to pave only a portion 
of the pathways this year and budget for 
the remaining portion next year.
 Board Member Hap Graff said the 
board committed to repair 27-D a few 
years ago and moved to pay half the cost 
($2,225) of the 27-D pathway and have 
the other half be paid by any resident 
who would like to contribute. Young 
seconded the motion, which passed 13-1.
 Graff said the pathway at 11-A has 
been there for 90 years and he is curious if 
the Country Club could restore it to what 
it had been instead of installing a concrete 
pathway. Young said that he agreed with 
Dean’s suggestion of only paving part of the 
pathway. Young requested the 11-A pathway 
repairs be tabled for the next meeting. 
 Young said widening a small part of 
Anchor Circle to allow cars to pass is on 
the list to be done by Tandem Paving.

 Pete McKay, 32 Emerald Shore, and 
Jack Cordsen, 34 Emerald Shore, said they 
and Curt and Connie Fay, 35 Emerald Shore, 
are getting water in their basements and want 
the board to correct drainage issues. Board 
Member Buddy Young said it appeared 
residents had added asphalt, gravel or dirt to 
road culverts for parking, which prevented 
storm water from getting to drains. He said 
Mayor Tom Goddard was going to ask a 
contractor to use a video camera to see if 
the drain line is plugged. He said once the 
culverts are cleared the board needs to ensure 
no new parking spots are built in culverts.

Lake Management: President Dean 
thanked Board Member Brian Smith and 
Greg Fedo for taking time to set buoys. 
Smith said some buoys need lights to be 
replaced and asked if the budget could 
be checked to pay for $240 per light.

Lake Testing and Invasive Species: 
Board Member Renny Buckaloo said 
the average daily high temperature is to 
exceed 80 degrees and requested that 
the zebra mussel quarantine time be 

reduced to seven days. Buckaloo said 
any watercraft or materials that were put 
under the previous 14-day quarantine 
will still be quarantined for the 14 days. 

Dam and Spillway: President Dean said 
on one end of the dam there is a sign 
stating no fishing and no parking, but on 
the other end there is only a no parking 
sign. The board passed, 13-0, a motion by 
Board Member Tyler Follis to add a no 
fishing sign at the other end of the dam.
 
Parks and Beautification: Board Member 
Buddy Young said net poles for pickleball 
were marked and installed incorrectly 
during renovation of the tennis courts, but 
C-R Fence fixed the holes so that the poles 
are now the proper distance apart.
 Young said some users of the 
renovated tennis and pickleball courts 
were dissatisfied because there is a gap 
between the new asphalt court surfaces 
and the bottom of the new fence, allowing 
balls to escape the courts. He said the 
asphalt tails off to allow drainage.
 Board Member Sarah Wilke suggested 
aluminum gutter guard would be a good 
solution for the gap in the fence. The guards 
are $12 per foot. Young moved to buy 20 
sections of gutter guard to seal the fence 
up to $250. President Dean requested that 
a spool of gutter guard be put on before 
purchasing the full amount to see how it 
would look. The motion passed, 14-0. 

Lake Office: President Dean said the 
unfinished wall between the Lake Office 
and City Hall will be sheet rocked in order 
to meet fire code, and the kitchen cabinets 
will be removed. Office Administrator Rita 
Rainey said the inspector was not initially 
aware the property belongs to two different 
entities. Since that is the case, it would need 
to meet a different code and be sealed. 
 Alderman Steve Magel said Hudson 
Home Protection met June 14 with 
himself and Rainey about the security 
system for the city and Lake offices.
 Rainey said Hudson included a 
cable drop to be put into the adjoining 
wall of the Lake Office and is to clean 
up messy cabling in the closet and 
outside on the porch. The board passed, 
14-0, a motion by Board Member Steve 
Meek to approve three cable drops not 
to exceed $500.

Fourth of July: Dean announced Blue 
Springs canceled its fireworks show due 
to construction at the high school. She 
said she would meet with Chief Taylor 
about regulating non-resident traffic. 

Executive session: President Dean 
adjourned the June 17 meeting at 9:07 
p.m. and convened a closed executive 
session to discuss personnel. That 
meeting adjourned at 9:22 p.m.

Official Country Club minutes may be 
read at the Lake Office.

Net, fencing problems addressed at tennis courts
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       Lake Tapawingo Sportsmen’s Club Says
Beat Trade Tariff Increases!

  Buy Now!
Fourth of July Fireworks 
For Sale at the Lake Tapawingo 

Shelterhouse.
Open 8 a.m.-9 p.m. July 1 and 2 and
8 a.m. until buyers stop coming on 
July 3 and 4.

Women’s Club Lake Tapawingo T-shirts
and other logo items on sale, too!

The annual Sportsmen’s Club sale of fireworks at the Lake Tapawingo Shelterhouse is a fundraiser 
for the club’s activities, including scholarship awards and stocking the lake with fish. The classes of 
fireworks sold are under a permit granted by the state of Missouri Department of Public Safety, are 
consumer-grade and do not exceed city of Lake Tapawingo size limits. Have a safe, fun Fourth!
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By Linda Osborne
 Celebrate the Fourth of July with a few new Lake logo 
items that you can easily purchase at the Sportsmen’s Club 
Fireworks Sale or the Country Club Office. Show your love 
for our community by wearing new T-shirts and tank tops. 
Lake ball caps will be available, too.
 We are also offering several new items, so stop by and 
see what we have while you are buying your fireworks at 
the Shelterhouse. Then get out there and celebrate!
 (Anyone still wanting to volunteer to work a shift 
selling logo items, please contact Tomi Bellinghausen.)

     The Women’s Club had a delightful 
evening June 20 at HyVee’s Club 
Room with a short meeting followed 
by Girls’ Night Cooking Class on 
healthy summer eating. Chef Bill 
Spano and HyVee’s dietitian, Tracey 
Shaffer, talked us through preparation 
of black bean turkey burgers, zu-
canoes (made with zucchini), summer 
vegetable orzo salad, and berry vanilla 
cheesecake parfaits.
      Many additional tips were 

provided, and the chef’s sense of humor made this evening 

both fun and educational. Of course, we enjoyed eating the 
meal together, too.
 Morgan Combs researched cost and amount of rubber 
mulch needed to improve and update the playground next to 
the tennis courts. Having 
received approval from the 
Women’s Club, she will 
proceed with that project 
with the help of several 
other volunteers.
 Diane Ayers and her 
Welcome Committee 
are always out and about 
delivering welcome bags 
to our new homeowners.
 Women’s Club membership ($15) is still being 
accepted by Chairman Jeanne Turner. Forms will be 
available at the fireworks sale or contact Jeanne Turner.
 If there are any birthdays, anniversaries, deaths, etc. 
that you want acknowledged in the Lake Tapawingo News, 
please let Margie Guffey (589-4166) know about them.
 There will be no regular Women’s Club meeting in 
July. However, a few summer activities are in the planning 
stages and will be announced later.

WOMEN’S CLUB NEWS

Happy Fourth! Lake logo items go off with a bang, too! 

By John Nicol
 Sportsmen’s Club fireworks sales at the Shelterhouse 
began June 28 and will continue from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. on 
July 1 and 2. Then on July 3 and 4, the hours are from 8 
a.m. until buyers stop coming!
 Credit cards are welcome. Come early to avoid the last 
day crush. Sales support the Sportsmen’s Club activities 
throughout the year. The Women’s Club also will be selling 
Lake Tapawingo logo clothing items and gear.
 The classes of fireworks sold are under a permit granted 
by the State of Missouri Department of Public Safety, are 
consumer-grade, and do not exceed City of Lake Tapawingo 
size limits. Buy local, we support you, please support us!
 
Go Wild! -- “Wild, Wild, West” for Boat Parade! 

 The traditional Fourth of July Boat Parade will begin at 
2 p.m. after gathering in C Cove by Liberty Gardens. The 
Sportsmen’s Club arranges for judges and awards trophies and 
also adds the winner’s name to the traveling trophy. It is not too 
late to get your boat decorated in time to join in with the theme 
of “The Wild, Wild, West.” What will you come up with?
 The June 11 regular Sportsmen’s Club meeting included 
a report from Treasurer Chuck Welch on expenses for 
replacement of vandalized restroom fixtures behind the 
Clubhouse, new locks for all doors installed by Jim Clarke and 

John Harrison, and fireworks insurance and permit. First Vice 
President John Harrison said membership increased to 165.
 Second Vice President Joe Rush discussed the 
fireworks set-up to be on June 25 and fireworks delivery on 
June 28 to be priced and ready for sale. He has ordered the 
Boat Parade trophies and is lining up the judges.
 Third Vice President Barnard Wilson said good-sized bass 
were being caught in C Cove. President Jim Clarke said he 
and John Harrison had taken care of the fireworks orders and 
checked on the fire extinguishers for safety at the Shelterhouse.
 One additional business item from Chuck Welch was the 
purchase of the margarita maker from Mike Bellinghausen. A 
motion was made by Tyler Follis, seconded by Steve Magel 
and passed. A scholarship recipient, Elly Herman, submitted a 
thank you note that was read. We wish her continuing success 
in her nursing studies at the University of Arkansas.

SPORTSMEN’S CLUB NEWS

Shoot ‘em Up! Fireworks Sale! Beat Trade Tariff increases!
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    Eickleberry Concrete
   and Decks
          Call us for: 
 -- All concrete work
 -- Seawalls
 -- Flat work
 -- Wood and composite decks.

Contact Chuck Hailey, (816) 699-5456

Seawall construction
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Tapawingo Police Gazette

Police Reports
May 1-31 April 1-30 Mar. 1-31 Feb. 1-28 Jan. 1-31

Traffic      - Anchor 1 4 3 7 8
 offenses - Beach 0 1 0 0 0
                - Clipper 2 5 0 0 0
                - Dockside 3 6 0 1 0
                - Emerald Shore 1 0 2 0 0
                - Tapawingo Lane 13 6 1 0 3
                - Woods Chapel 15 8 8 3 16
                - U.S. 40 58 86 58 24 35
                - Total 93 116 72 35 62
Warrant arrests 5 15 7 0 1
Arrests 7 10 5 4 4
Felony arrests 0 0 0 0 0
Codes complaints 2 1 0 0 0
Calls for service 11 16 16 13 19
Warnings 77 88 49 28 60
Total 195 246 149 80 146

By Chief Tammy Taylor
 We are happy to announce a new drive-up mailbox is 
now located at the north corner of the City Hall parking lot. 
This mailbox is for any resident payment drop-offs and for 
mail for City Hall and the Country Club Office. The box is 
clearly marked where you make the drop. 

 The Fourth of July is almost 
here! Let’s be mindful of the 
parking rules and pass them 
along to our guests. Please keep 
in mind that fire trucks and 
emergency response vehicles 
must be able to pass through 
our streets safely. There will be 
fireworks rules posted on the 
local bulletin boards throughout 
the city so please stop and check 
them out. Let’s have a great fun 
Fourth and be safe!

 Join the surveillance camera registration program. We 
are asking homeowners who have home video surveillance 
systems to please register your address with the Police 
Department. If a crime occurs in your area, maybe your 
system picked up the activity and will help us solve the 
situation. Please contact Sarah Chatham at 224-6645 to 
register. The Lake Tapawingo Police Department thanks 
you in advance for helping keep our community safer! 
 We still have properties throughout the city that need to 
be cleaned up. This includes brush, downed trees, debris, 
tall grass, weeds and trash. I will be going through and 
starting to issue violation letters again. Please let’s continue 
our city clean up. It’s looking great and residents are very 

happy with the 
improvements 
to their 
community.
     Unlicensed 
vehicles -- You 
must have 
current license 
plates and year 
expiration 
stickers issued 
by the Missouri 
Department of 
Revenue on 
your vehicles 
in order for 
them to be 
parked and 
driven in this 
city. I have 
noticed several 
vehicles 
without the 
proper plates or 
with no plates.
 Please 

make sure you are addressing these matters so as to not 
receive citations and remember that the state of Missouri 
requires two plates be displayed on your vehicles -- one 
each in the front and back. There are front plate holders 
that can be purchased if your vehicle does not have a 
manufactured one. These citations cost $108!

PUBLIC SAFETY AND SECURITY

New mailbox here; Fourth of July around corner

DRIVE-UP POSTING -- The new 
drive-up City Hall-Lake Office mailbox 
includes a slot for residents to pay 
utility bills and make other payments.
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 Monthly invasive species training 
sessions are scheduled throughout the 
year, primarily for new residents, but 
also as a refresher course for previously 
trained property owners, renters or their 
families. Residents planning to attend are 
required to preregister at the Lake Office.
 Mandatory invasive species 
training is intended to educate incoming 
new residents, or those few existing 
residents who failed to obtain training 
earlier, about the dangers of zebra 

mussel infestation. It is required prior to 
use of the lake “for any activity.”
 Training sessions are held at 9 
a.m. at the Lake Office on the third 
Saturday of the month:
 -- July 20
 -- Aug. 17
 -- Sept. 21
 -- Oct. 19
 Residents are 
asked to contact the Lake Office at 
office@laketapawingomo.com or 

228-3721 in advance to register, so 
trainers will know how large a group 
to expect.
 Lake Rules require invasive 
species training certification before 
property owners or renters may 
obtain boat registration stickers or 
dock permits, or use the lake “for any 
activity.” Only one representative from 
each household is required to attend 
the hour-long training. Retraining is 
required every two years.

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1
Country Club 
Board, 7 p.m. 
Clubhouse
Sportsmen’s Club 
Fireworks Sale
Shelterhouse
Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

2

Sportsmen’s Club 
Fireworks Sale
Shelterhouse
 
Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

3

Sportsmen’s Club 
Fireworks Sale
Shelterhouse
 
Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

4
Independence Day
Boat Parade, 2 p.m.
Sportsmen’s Club 
Fireworks Sale
Shelterhouse
City Hall closed 
Lake Office: Closed

5

 
Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

6

Lake Office: Closed

7

Lake Office: Closed

8

City Zoning Com-
mission, 6 p.m. 
City Hall

Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

9

Sportsmen’s Club
7 p.m., Clubhouse

Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

10
Women’s Club 
Board, 8:30 a.m. 
Clubhouse

Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

11

City Council
6 p.m., City Hall

Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

12

 
Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

13

Lake Office: Closed

14

Lake Office: Closed

15

Country Club 
Board, 7 p.m. 
Clubhouse
 
Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

16

Board of Zoning 
Adjustment, 6 
p.m. City Hall

Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

17

Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

18

Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

19

 
Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

20
Invasive Species 
Training, 9 a.m., Lake 
Office (preregister)

Lake Office: 9 a.m.-11 a.m.

21

Lake Office: Closed

22

Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

23

Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

24

Municipal court cases 
1:30 p.m., Circuit 
Court, Independence

Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

25

Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

26

 
Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

27

Lake Office: Closed

28

Lake Office: Closed

29

Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

30

Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

31

Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

July 2019

Country Club Office hours:
   -Monday-Friday, open 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
   -Third Saturday, open 9 a.m.-11 a.m.
     First, second, fourth, fifth Saturdays closed.
   -Sunday closed.
City Hall hours Monday-Friday 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Preregister for monthly zebra mussel training sessions
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Lake Tapawingo News
144 Anchor Drive

Lake Tapawingo, Mo. 64015

RV • BOAT • AUTO STORAGE

www.innerspacestorage.com 816-257-5252

Innerspace Storage Corporation
KC’s most trusted name in storage for over 40 years!

• Constant temperature of 60 to 65 
   degrees
• Humidity Controlled
• Secured Underground
• No wear & tear from outside 
   elements
• Lighted & Paved
• Accommodates heights up to 14’
• Valet Parking

Located in the Carefree Industrial Park 
in Independence, MO (Just 6.5 miles 

north of M-291 & I-70 or 2 miles south 
of the Missouri River Bridge)

Features include:


