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LUPTAK ATTACK -- Trick or treaters faced a gauntlet of a spooky 
cemetery and a big honkin’ ghost (or something) to get any goodies 
from James and Sarah Luptak, 94 Beach.

By John Braden
 Under the guidance of a joint committee of City 
Council and Lake Board members, community leaders 
have launched a two-pronged effort to resolve problems of 
paying to keep all of Lake Tapawingo’s 106 street lights lit.

Lake Board OKs ‘monetary donation’

 In the short term, the Lake Tapawingo Country Club 
Board voted Oct. 21 to make a monthly monetary donation 
to the city for the calendar year 2020 equal to half the 
cost of the city’s street lights, without accepting direct 
responsibility for the street lights themselves.
 The motion by Lake Board Member Tyler Follis 
specified a monthly $650 donation would be made to the city 
on the condition that all street lights remain lit, and subject 
to the City Council voting to pay the other half of the street 
light costs. The motion passed, 8-3, with 3 abstentions.
 The City Council is expected to consider the matter at 
its Nov. 7 meeting.
 The Lake Board vote came after Board Member Steve 
Meek reported on discussions by the joint liaison committee 

of Meek, Board Member Sarah Wilke and Aldermen Brad 
Cloverdyke and Steve Magel. (Awkwardly, the group 
is called the Executive Committee by the city and the 
Municipal Business Subcommittee by the Lake Board.)
 Meek opened the discussion by telling the Lake Board 
the aldermen were comfortable with paying for 50 percent 
of the cost of street lights if the Lake Board would be 
comfortable with paying for the other 50 percent. That led 
to discussion and the eventual Lake Board vote.
 After the vote, Board Treasurer Hap Graff said the 
Country Club’s proposed 2020 budget would need to be 
adjusted to cut $7,000 from other programs in order to pay 
the donation for street lights.

City Council to consider utility tax vote

 For a longer-term solution, Alderman Cloverdyke told 
the Lake Board the aldermen were exploring whether voters 
could be asked to approve a monthly charge of about $3.50 per 
residence on utility bills with the revenue to be dedicated to 
paying the entire Kansas City Power & Light street light bill.

See City, Page 3.

Talks yield two-prong solution to street light funding
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Around the Lake 
BIRTHDAYS

Nov. 6 Dorothy Lants, 142 Dockside
Nov. 9 Lorri Boydston, 84 Beach
Nov. 11 Shelly McCanless, 168 Anchor
 Brooke Payne, 106 Dockside
Nov. 16 Sarah Wilke, 55 Dockside
Nov. 20 Diane Ayers, 162 Dockside
Nov. 23 Jayme Dean, 62 Beach
Nov. 27 Stacy Wharton, 22 Emerald Shore
Nov. 30 Brenda McIntire, 44 Anchor
 Pat Robinson, 81 Dockside

CONGRATULATIONS

Nov. 1 Ron and Brenda McIntire, 44 Anchor, 50th wedding anniversary

If you know of anyone who needs a Get Well card, Birthday greetings, Congratulations, 
Sympathy or Welcome to New Resident, please call Margie Guffey, 589-4166.

Lake Tapawingo Country Club 
website: www.laketapawingomo.com
City of Lake Tapawingo website: 
www.laketapawingomo.org
Community Facebook pages:
Search on Facebook for:
 “Residents of Lake Tapawingo” or
 “Lake Tapawingo Police Department”

 A busy time for the Lake Tapawingo Water and 
Sewer Department resulted in an oversight -- staff forgot 
to conduct a random drinking water quality test for 
coliform bacteria in August. The only adverse effect was 
embarrassment for the Water and Sewer Department.
 The Missouri Department of Natural Resources 
requires the city to send residents a notice fessing up to the 
oversight. But the water supply apparently was never in 
danger.
 City Clerk Paul Blixrud confirmed that because 
Lake Tapawingo’s drinking water is supplied by the city of Independence, 
the water supply was tested by Independence before the water ever arrived 
here. Nevertheless, the city is required to perform its own testing as a further 
safeguard.
 Blixrud said normally testing involves random collection of a small amount 
of water from various taps in the city, such as City Hall, the Maintenance 
Building, the Clubhouse or various residences. That sample is sent for analysis 
to Independence, which forwards results to the state.

Water testing oversight prompts city notice

 The Liberty Gardens holiday 
lighting ceremony is scheduled for 
the Saturday after Thanksgiving, at 
6 p.m. Nov. 30 at the Clubhouse.
 Bring the kids to help kick off 
the Lake holiday season. Rumor 
has it Santa Claus might even be 
on hand.

Speaking of lights! 
Holiday kickoff 
ceremony set Nov. 30
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By John Braden
IN CASE YOU WONDERED WHERE THE GEESE WENT -- They didn’t go far. A bunch are hanging out 
at the nice, full silt pond at the Ponderosa. That’s fine until the Lake Board drains the pond. Then they’ll be 
back on your dock. The watch for goose nests needs to be expanded to the silt pond area, too, to prevent 
any hatchlings adding to the population.

City could ask voters to pay street lights on utility bills
Continued from Page 1.
 Cloverdyke said the monthly utility charge would 
have to be approved on a general election ballot, possibly 
in April, because benefits of street lights are not equally 
received by each resident. (Some people have a light in 
front of their house, some don’t, he explained.)
 After the board vote, Cloverdyke said he appreciated 
the board’s support and would discuss the matter with the 
City Council. He said the council would discuss putting a 
utility bill charge for street lights on the ballot, which, if 
approved, would remove street light funding as an issue.

Alderman cites tax, spending limitations

 Prior to the board vote, Cloverdyke said the street 
lights are essentially a financial issue for the city because its 
budgetary margin is very narrow. He said he would not say 
the city could not pay the full amount, but there is a state 
limit on the amount of property taxes the city can raise, and 
the city has no sales or commercial property taxes.
 Graff had argued the city is not short of money and 
that the board had approved a motion to stop street light 
payment after 2019. 
 Cloverdyke said the city has funds in its water and 
sewer reserves but it is legally prohibited from using those 
funds for non-water and sewer purposes, including street 
lights. He said the Police Department is the biggest part of 
the city’s general budget and aldermen need to make sure 
the city does not go nearly bankrupt again.

 Meek said Cloverdyke had made it clear that, back when 
the city had financial difficulties, it had paid for street lights by 
pulling money from different funds and that certain funds, such 
as for water and sewer, cannot legally be used for street lights. 
Meek said once that limitation was clear and the city found 
remaining funds were too tight, the city had asked for help.
 Cloverdyke said the city had identified 33 lights, at 
minimum, that the city could justify lighting from a safety 
standpoint. But he added that too much time has been spent 
arguing about who has responsibility; the city gets the bill, 
the city pays, he said.
 Cloverdyke said the city had been looking at trying to pay 
for half the lights and turning off the other half, if it must.
 Cloverdyke noted that Graff told the board in September 
that the city’s operating balance had increased from $17,000 to 
$220,000. Cloverdyke said that figure is misleading because the 
city receives the bulk of its tax revenue in January each year, 
but because it operates on a July-to-June fiscal year, it is forced 
to hold half of that January tax revenue untouched in reserve to 
pay expenses in the first half of the next fiscal year, starting in 
July. Cloverdyke said the city probably would have only about 
$22,000 in its general operating fund at the end of its fiscal year.
 Conversely, Board President Jayme Dean had taken 
exception to Mayor Tom Goddard’s “Mayor’s October Letter,” 
which had been mailed with the October utility bills. She noted 
the mayor’s letter said the Country Club has about $750,000 in 
certificates of deposit. She said that failed to include the fact that 
the Country Club is intentionally saving funds for a list of 

See Aldermen, Page 4.



Lake Tapawingo News • November 2019

Page 4

The Medicare Annual Enrollment Period is upon us. 

During this time, Oct. 15 to Dec. 7, you can review plan options 
for 2020 and make changes. Remember, if you are happy with 
your plan you need not do anything! You don’t need to talk to 
anyone, sign anything, or see anyone! Every Medicare Advantage 
Plan, Stand-alone Drug Plan, and Medicare Supplement Plan, 
automatically rolls over for the next year.

Everyone was to receive their Medicare Advantage Plan or 
Prescription Drug Plan Annual Notice of Change by Oct. 1. So be 
watching for it!

For those with questions or seeking more detail, I have been holding 
a series of Medicare Annual Enrollment Period seminars, free of 
charge. Please RSVP by calling (816) 
518-0106 and register with Lorrie Kueffer.

I have one seminar remaining on the 
schedule:

Wednesday, Nov. 20,
   11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
    Webster University
   10450 Holmes Rd. #100 
    Kansas City, Mo.

As a former Lake resident, I appreciate 
the opportunity to be of service over 
the years.

Paul Kueffer, 816-520-2162, pckueffer@gmail.com
www.SeniorBenefits101.com

(Not affiliated with any government agency.)

Aldermen recall 2014 Board payment was for one year
Continued from Page 3.
expensive future projects such as the next dredging of the lake, 
engineering study and rehabilitation of the Miller pond dam 
above AB Cove, draining and restoration of the silt pond area, 
road maintenance, critical pathway repairs, litigation over C 
Cove erosion blamed on Blue Springs’ Woods Chapel Road 
project, and possible construction of a new water diversion at 
Woods Chapel Road to correct erosion and restore the shoreline.
 Cloverdyke acknowledged the Lake Board has bigger 
expenses than the city but said the board has more financial 
flexibility.
 Looking back at the argument over who has 
responsibility for street lights, Dean said the Lake Board 
responded in 2014 when then-Mayor Rocky Queen asked 
for financial assistance. However, she said what has been 
lost in transition is that it now appears that the responsibility 
for street lights has been shifted to the Country Club. But, 
she said, the Lake Board only agreed to pay for a year to 
help the City Council through financial difficulty, while the 
responsibility is the city’s because it is the city’s bill.
 Graff directed board members to Pages 3 and 36 of the 
2019 Lake Rule Book that show respective responsibilities 
of the Country Club and the city of Lake Tapawingo, 
specifically, the city’s responsibility to govern and 
maintain the street lights. Rita Rainey, who works in the 
Lake Office, said an examination of the Country Club’s 
articles of incorporation showed that the Country Club 
cannot be legally responsible for street lights.

City can pay to light private roads that are open

 Alderman Cloverdyke, who coincidentally was 
Country Club Board president during the 2014 board 
vote to help pay for street lights, told the Oct. 3 City 
Council meeting that he recalled there was a question 
at that time about whether the city could legally pay for 
street lights on privately owned roads and asked a couple 
of times for more definite information on that question. 
He said only recently the Executive Committee was 
informed by a lawyer hired by the Lake Board and by 
City Attorney Paul Campo that there is no restriction on 
the city paying for street lights on privately maintained 
roads that are open to common traffic.
 Cloverdyke said, while it had been implied that the 
city’s legal ability to pay for the lights was an issue, the 
Lake Board agreed to pay in 2014 mostly because of the 
city’s financial straits and that was a way the board could 
help. John Braden asked Cloverdyke whether, as board 
president at the time, it was his understanding that the 
Lake Board was voting to pay $12,000 a year for street 
lights in perpetuity. Cloverdyke said he remembered the 
payment was done for one year “because we didn’t know 
how soon the city was going to get back in good shape.”
 “We felt that was something that was a 
reasonable thing to do at the time,” Cloverdyke said. 

“To be honest, it wasn’t a big discussion that, ‘Well, this 
is the Country Club’s responsibility anyway,’ but I think 
when you think about the roads and who owns the roads, 
the Country Club, it becomes a question.”
 Alderman Bob Seago told the City Council that he was 
on the council in 2014 and was in charge of lights. He said 
when the city could not afford the entire street light bill it 
asked the Country Club for help.
 “And they graciously stepped in and turned the lights 
back on for us,” Seago said. “... I don’t remember seeing 
a contract that said anything more than a year. They just 
stepped in and said we’ll take care of it for now. That was 
how it was.”
 Mayor Tom Goddard told the City Council meeting 
that the 2014 Lake Board made a one-year decision that 
“continued on and on” and that it would have been better if 
the Executive Committee had discussed the matter before 
the board voted to stop payment at the end of 2019.
 Dean said the board was faced in September with 
making decisions about its upcoming 2020 budget when 
discussion led to the motion to stop paying $1,000 per 
month for street lights at the end of 2019.
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S T R O N G E R  M A T E R I A L S .  S M A R T E R  D E S I G N .  G R E A T E R  V A L U E .

Canopies and covers provide strong protection.
Top Off Your Hewitt Lift.

THREE HEWITT CANOPY DESIGNS AND REPLACEMENT COVERS FOR MOST OTHER BRANDS.

 The Lake Tapawingo Country 
Club Board of Directors met Oct. 7 
and 21 at the Clubhouse. President 
Jayme Dean presided.

Visitors: Alderman Brad Cloverdyke, 
3 Beach; Steve Fink, 13 Dockside; 
Alderman Steve and Julie Magel, 14 
Anchor; Scott and Debbie Martin, 3 
Emerald Shore; Kim McReynolds, 58 
Dockside; Jim Megerson, 110 Beach; 
Jennifer Moran, 50 Emerald Shore; 
David Peterson and Cyndi Willoughby, 
5 Dockside; Charles Plank, 38 Dockside; 
Rita Rainey, 107 Anchor; Laura Vaughn, 
130 Beach; John Braden, 45 Anchor.

President’s comments: President Dean 
said she attended the Oct. 3 City Council 
meeting and wanted to share with the 
board her statement to the council, which 
addressed the Mayor’s October Letter 
that was mailed to residents with the 
city water bill. See her remarks in the 
President’s Message, Page 10.

Board vacancy: President Dean said 
she received a letter of resignation 

from Board Member Buddy Young. 
The board voted, 9-0, to approve 
Board Member Clayton Holland’s 
motion to accept the resignation.
 Dean said she approached Jennifer 
Moran, 50 Emerald Shore, who was 
a runner-up in the last board election 
and she agreed to fill the vacancy. The 
board voted, 13-0, to approve a motion 
by Board Member Tyler Follis to 
appoint Moran to fill the vacancy until 
the February 2020 election. President 
Dean then inaugurated Moran. 

Treasurer’s Report: Budget Committee. 
The board voted, 9-0, to approve a motion 
by Treasurer Hap Graff to appoint Gina 
Graham Chavez, Mitzy Combs, Morgan 
Combs, Dawn Dunavant, Steve Fink, 
Chris Laddish, John Laney, Carolyn Lee, 
Kim McReynolds, Mike Stiles, Randy 
Thatcher and Barnard Wilson to the 2020 
Budget Committee.
 At the subsequent meeting, Graff 
reported the committee met Oct. 10, 
reviewed board committee chairmen’s 
budget proposals and approved a 
preliminary budget to be presented 

to the board. Graff said proposed 
expenditures initially were $44,000 
higher than expected income, so 
proposed expenditures for the Lease 
Lot and boat lots, Maintenance, tree 
and brush removal, and Clubhouse 
accounts were reduced. Graff said 
the committee approved the payroll 
for 2020, which included employees 
Laney Bedsworth, Matt Kempf, Rita 
Rainey and Water Patrol members. 
 Graff reported a number of 
committee members said the board 
should consider increasing annual 
assessments within the next 24 months. 
He said the panel also recommended if 
any tree and brush removal funds are 
left over at the end of the current year, 
due to inability to find a contractor, that 
that money should be carried over into 
the 2020 tree and brush removal budget.
 President Dean noted previous 
Treasurer Jon King predicted a year 
ago that the board needed to increase 
assessments just to stay ahead of 
expenses. Graff said the alternative 
would be to set aside $50,000 at the

See Lake, Page 6.

COUNTRY CLUB BOARD REPORT

Lake Board weighs suggestion of annual assessment hike

 The Lake Tapawingo Country Club Budget Committee 
voted Oct. 10 to endorse a $434,850 budget for 2020, but 
declined to put in funding for street lights, preferring to let 
city and Country Club negotiators recommend whether the 
Country Club should help pay for street lights.
 The panel referred the proposed budget to the Lake 
Board, which is to review it, possibly modify it and 
forward it to the Dec. 12 Property Owners Budget Meeting.
 The proposed budget considered by the 12-member 
panel included $0 for street lights as a result of a Lake 
Board vote in September to stop paying $12,000 per 
year to the city to fund lighting a majority of the street 
lights. Committee members acknowledged that the City 
Council and the Lake Board were expected to work out a 
compromise that would keep the lights lit.
 Committee member Steve Fink recommended the panel 
leave the street light line item at $0 because a committee 
action adding money might tie the hands of negotiators. 
Committee member Morgan Combs said if the committee 
budgets money for lights, the city would expect to receive it.
 The panel passed, with 1 no vote, a motion by committee 
member Gina Chavez to leave the street light line item at $0.
 Fink noted that Country Club expenses are very close 

to its income at this time and that a list of expensive 
projects are anticipated in the future, including the 
next eventual dredging, engineering and repairs to the 
Miller’s pond dam above AB Cove, litigation with Blue 
Springs over C Cove erosion, possible engineering and 
construction to mitigate that erosion, and other work.
 Fink said the Budget Committee should recommend 
strongly that the Lake Board consider an increase in annual 
assessments in order to build up designated funds for the 
future. Fink said a general increase soon would avoid the 
need for special assessments to pay for such projects.
 Chavez said the current $1,000 annual assessment 
is too low. She made a motion that the committee 
recommend strongly that the Lake Board increase 
assessments significantly within 24 months. 
Committee member Chris Laddish questioned the term 
“significantly” and said instead the committee should 
recommend that the Lake Board review assessments.
 Committee member Barnard Wilson and Board 
President Jayme Dean noted the board’s previous treasurer, 
Jon King, had warned that an assessment increase is needed.
 The committee adjourned without taking action on an 
assessment recommendation.

Budget panel passes on street lights, talks assessment increase
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Continued from Page 5.
start of each budget year to save in a designated fund and 
reduce the annual budget accordingly. 
 Board Member Clayton Holland requested that the 
Budget Committee recommendation be tabled until the 
next meeting so board members have time to study it 
before voting on a recommendation to the Property Owners 
Budget Meeting in December. Dean said she would send 
board members information on major budget items before 
the board acts on the budget draft.

Audit. Graff said he talked to multiple accounting firms, 
most of whom declined to bid to perform a Country Club 
audit. He said Rosalie Newkirk would do an audit for 
$17,000. Mr. Graff said he found Marr & Co who would do 
an audit, but he was still seeking audit bids. 

KCP&L bills. Graff said there are still two electricity bills 
for Country Club properties that Kansas City Power & Light 
needs to change. One is for the C Cove aerator, which has 
not been operating and the other is for light poles on the 
silt pond site that have been disconnected. He said the Lake 
Office has attempted to contact Janet Waddell at 
KCP&L about the two disputed electricity accounts 
and has yet to receive a response. 

Clubhouse: Board Member Gary Mallen said he 
received a second bid to renovate the Clubhouse 
and he should have a report and walkthrough at the 
Nov. 4 meeting. Mallen said the topic of flooring has 
come up continuously. He said after some research 
it has come down to two choices, carpet tile or 
laminate flooring, and asked the board’s opinion. He 
said the advantage to carpet tile is better acoustics 
and a welcoming environment, while a laminate 
surface would be easier to keep clean.
 Board Member Joe Rush said carpet is hard to 
keep clean, while Mallen said the carpet tiles are easy to 
replace. Mallen said there is no price difference between 
the two surfaces, though Board Member Jeff Pirner said 
the carpet would cost more to maintain in the long term. 
Rush said using carpet tiles would entail buying a supply 
of matching carpet tile replacements and finding a place 
to store them. Rita Rainey said cleaning by a Lake 
resident currently costs $25 after each event but she has 
to mop every time and there are spills and damage. She 
said carpet cleaning is likely to be a significant expense.
 Board Member Tyler Follis suggested that if 
carpet tile is put down there should be an increase in 
the rental deposit.
 President Dean asked Mallen to take board 
member responses back to his committee and return 
with a recommendation to the board.
 Board Member Hap Graff asked if the board 
had approved Clubhouse renovation. Dean said the 

board approved seeking bids. Mallen said the board also 
approved obtaining a design. But, Graff concluded, the 
proposed $44,000 for the work has not been approved.

 President Dean asked for a volunteer to investigate 
water infiltration into sewer connection lines at the 
Clubhouse. Board Member Wes Knox volunteered. 

Municipal Business: Strategic Planning. Board Member 
Steve Meek presented a second draft of a Lake Tapawingo 
Strategic Plan, drafted by the Strategic Planning Committee 
of board members, city aldermen and citizens. He said the 
committee decided to take a step back and clarify that it was 
seeking board endorsement of the plan’s mission statement 
and four strategic goals and not a series of points that were 
listed under each goal, which he termed examples of things 
the community might do under those goals.
 Meek noted the City Council approved the four 
strategic goals at its Oct. 3 meeting. He said once the goals 
were approved, the board, city and community groups 
could collaborate to develop actions under those goals.

See Country, Page 7.

Lake Board debates Clubhouse flooring options
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56-A Beatty
120-A Rogers
123-A O’Grady
124-A Schwenk
129-A Goodwin
140-A Light

135-B Stickney
148-B Smith
170-B Applequist
22-C Theis
97-D Evans

No Lake privileges
October 2019
The Lake Board lists the following property owners or tenants 
who do not have Lake privileges as of Oct. 24. Lake privileges 
include use of the lake for any purpose as well as all common 
space such as Liberty Gardens, boat lots, soccer fields, tennis 
courts, the Clubhouse and shelterhouses.

Country Club endorses strategic plan’s goals
Continued from Page 6.
 Board Member Hap Graff and other board members 
questioned the plan’s Mission Statement -- “Lake 
Tapawingo is recognized as a welcoming, private and safe 
community of natural beauty that offers a high quality of 
life.” -- as not stating a mission.
 Meek moved, and Board Member Gary Mallen seconded, 
that the board approve the mission statement and four strategic 
goals. The motion failed, 4-8 with 2 abstentions.
 Meek then suggested the committee be asked to revise 
the mission statement and made a motion, seconded by 
Mallen, to approve the four strategic goals:
1. Engage the community in efforts that wisely preserve 
and enhance the beauty of our natural resources and 
improve the quality of life.
2.  Diversify and be good stewards of our revenue streams 
so that our finances are sustainable and provide a solid 
base for achieving the other strategic goals.
3.  Maintain an optimal level of public safety and security 
for citizens as safe neighborhoods are a cornerstone of a 
quality community life.
4.  The Executive Committee between the City Council 
and Lake Board will begin preparations for the Centennial 
celebration in 2026.
 The motion passed, 12-0 with 2 abstentions.

Street lights. Meek reported on discussions among 
himself, Board Member Sarah Wilke and Aldermen Brad 
Cloverdyke and Steve Magel to resolve the issue of paying 
for street lights. Meek said the aldermen were comfortable 
with paying for 50 percent of the cost of street lights if 
the Lake Board would be comfortable with paying for the 
other 50 percent. See the discussion on Page 1.
 Board Member Tyler Follis moved that the Country 
Club make a $650 monthly monetary donation to the city 
for the calendar year 2020 on the condition that all street 
lights remain lit, subject to the City Council voting to pay 
the other half; Board Member Jeff Pirner seconded. The 
motion passed, 8-3 with 3 abstentions.
 Graff said the proposed 2020 budget would need to be 
adjusted to cut $7,000 from other programs in order to pay 
the donation for street lights.
 Cloverdyke said he appreciated the board’s support and 
would discuss the matter with the City Council.
 Cloverdyke said the aldermen were exploring whether 
voters could be asked to approve a monthly charge of about 
$3.50 per residence on utility bills with the revenue to be 
dedicated to paying the entire Kansas City Power & Light 
street light bill. Cloverdyke said the charge would have to 
be approved on a general election ballot, possibly in April, 
because benefits of street lights are not equally received by 
each resident.
 He said the council would discuss putting a utility bill 
charge for street lights on the ballot, which, if approved, 
would remove street light funding as an issue.

 Steve Fink, a member of the Budget Committee, said 
he was thankful the joint city-Country Club committee 
worked out a street light solution and that the board voted 
to donate money to the city to use for the lights. He also 
encouraged the board to raise annual assessments to save 
money for future dredging and other large projects, rather 
than imposing special assessments in the future. 

Tennis/pickleball courts. Meek said he and Wilke, as the 
Municipal Business subcommittee, met with Aldermen 
Cloverdyke and Magel on several matters. In response to a 
request to post the tennis/pickleball courts for private use 
of Country Club members, Meek said the group was unable 
to find a record of the reported lease by the city of the 
courts for $1 per year. He said it was proposed that the City 
Council take action at its next meeting to terminate any 
lease agreement to allow the courts to have private status.

Police patrols. Meek said the group discussed police policy 
for patrolling Country Club property. He said the aldermen 
stated the police are patrolling Lake property and will not 
hesitate to act if a crime is being committed. He said if 
officers encounter an instance of trespassing on Country Club 
property, the Police Department would like an assurance 
that a Board representative would sign the trespassing ticket. 
President Dean said historically the president, vice president 
or other board member has signed such tickets.

Gravel erosion. Meek said he and Wilke discussed with 
the aldermen the city banning the use of gravel driveways 
for new homes. He said the city would like the Country 
Club to encourage homeowners to be more responsible 
with their gravel to reduce gravel erosion and washout.

Lake Office wall. Meek said the group also discussed a 
proposed firewall to be built between the Lake Office and 
City Hall. He said that the committee was still working 
out what each entity would pay for certain portions of wall 
construction. Meek said once a third bid is received, then

See Board, Page 8.
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Board considers invasive species training mailer
Continued from Page 7.
work can proceed. Wilke said Lake Office renovations are 
on hold until construction of the wall is completed.
 
Lake Testing and Invasive Species: Board Member Renny 
Buckaloo said Lake Rules require residents to undergo 
invasive species retraining every two years and in 2018 all 
residents were required to be trained. He expressed concern 
that there is insufficient new invasive species information to 
discuss and he is not sure what to do for mass 2020 retraining.
 He said he and Board Member Colleen Drinkard would 
continue conducting monthly training for new residents.
 John Braden suggested the board mail an invasive species 
training sheet to all residents with a response card to be signed 
pledging the information was read and will be complied 
with. President Dean said a sheet could be sent with budget 
information mailed to property owners in December.
 The board unanimously approved a motion by Buckaloo 
to have residents sign a statement of compliance with invasive 
species rules and attesting their understanding of such regulations.

Subcommittee reassignments: President Dean asked 
for volunteers to fill the subcommittee vacancies 
caused by the resignation of Buddy Young, who was 
chairman of Roads, Easements and Pathways and a 
member of Lake Maintenance. Board Member Brian 
Smith volunteered to be in charge of pathways where 
several problems are ongoing, while Board Member 
Clayton Holland volunteered to be on the Lake 
Maintenance Subcommittee.

Pathways: 8-D. Dave Peterson and Cyndi Willoughby, 
5 Dockside, said they had been approached by contractor 
Chuck Hailey about using the pathway next to their 
house to take seawall construction equipment down to 
the waterfront at 8-D. Peterson said he wanted to enter 
into a contract with Hailey to ensure any damage that 
was caused would be repaired, but Hailey declined. 
Peterson said while on vacation, he received a photo of 
his yard from a neighbor, showing a trellis and hedge 
along the pathway were ripped out and taken. Board 
Member Brian Smith said the board’s policy is to talk to 
the resident, in this case at 8-D, rather than the contractor.

55-D. President Dean said a contractor requested that the 
previously damaged pathway at 55-D not be repaired 
until seawall construction at 55-D was finished. Dean 
said construction equipment was removed from the Lake 
and the materials and equipment must be quarantined 
against invasive species again before being returned. 

27-D. Noting the board voted in September to pay to 
repair the pathway at 27-D, Board Member Joe Rush said 
that contractor Chad Eickleberry needed to be contacted to 
ensure that the original bid to repair the pathway was still 

an option. Smith said an updated bid for repairing the pathway 
had increased to be $12 per yard of concrete. The board voted 
unanimously to pass a motion by Board Member Tyler Follis to 
approve the $12/yard amount for the pathway repair. 

87-B. Smith asked if the board wanted to wait to discuss the issue 
of repairing the pathway at 87-B until spring when something 
could be done about it. The board previously noted water is 
collecting at the bottom of the pathway behind the seawall. Board 
Member Clayton Holland said he thought this was an issue that 
should be included in the budget for the next year and that there is 
a relatively good way to fix the situation. Holland said he would 
be happy to lay out his thoughts and work with the head of the 
pathways subcommittee on finding a solution. 

Real Estate: President Dean said a portion of the property of 
Scott and Debbie Martin, 3 Emerald Shore, is a second-tier 
property, lots 1-E and 2-E across the road from their house. She 
said when the road was extended to the dam years ago, a mistake 
in recording the property change left a strip of Country Club 
property between the road and lots 1 and 2 so that the

See C, Page 9.

J.R. PAINTING & DRYWALL LLC
Special!
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Martins cannot enter that property without 
crossing Country Club property.
 Dean said the Martins asked the 
board to consider deeding the piece 
of property to the Martins, with the 
Martins bearing the cost of the survey 
and replatting. The board voted, 
9-0, to approve a motion by Board 
Member Clayton Holland to allow the 
Martins to acquire a survey of the lot 
that is affected and that they present 
that to the board for future approval. 

 President Dean said she did not 
have enough information on a request 
to purchase a small Country Club parcel 
near 172 Beach and that she would table 
the matter for next meeting.

 Board Member Hap Graff asked 
if the board had heard anything about 
appeals of higher county real estate 
appraisals. President Dean said no. 

Lake Management: C Cove litigation. 
President Dean said the board’s attorney 
filled out all the paperwork requesting 
information from the city of Blue 
Springs concerning the Woods Chapel 
Road project and its effect on C Cove. 
However, she said Blue Springs’ legal 
department was having difficulty finding 
information the board requested.

Miller’s pond. President Dean said Rita 
Rainey found records on engineering 
of the previous dam rehabilitation 
project at the upper end of B Cove, in 
preparation for scoping possible work 
on the Miller’s pond dam above AB 
Cove. She said Board Member Clayton 
Holland agreed to work with Board 
Member Renny Buckaloo on the matter.

E Block beaver. Laura Vaughn inquired 
about the beaver in E Block. She 
said she had been in contact with the 
Missouri Department of Conservation, 
which told her it was a free service to 
remove the beaver. She said she would 
send information to the Lake Office. 

Insurance: Rita Rainey said she and 
Board Member Hap Graff met with 

interested insurance agents, including 
discussion of providing owners and 
directors insurance for board members. 
Rainey said she submitted insurance 
information to Graff and Barnard Wilson, 
44 Clipper, and that information would 
be presented to the board once gathered.
 Rainey said the renewal date for 
Country Club insurance coverage is 
Jan. 1, 2020, requiring the board to take 
and review bids and make a decision 
by Dec. 1. Graff asked the board for 
approval to send out invitations for 
insurance bids. The board agreed.
 
Parks and Beautification: President 
Dean requested that a board member 
volunteer to ask the contractor who 
installed the new tennis court fence 
to move the fencing down on the 
poles so balls do not roll under the 
fence. Board Member Gary Mallen 
volunteered to contact the firm.
 Dean also asked for a board 
member to volunteer to take charge 
of the Christmas lighting ceremony 
planned for 6 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 30, 
at the Clubhouse.
 
Roads: President Dean asked if a 
board member would take over bids 
collected by former Board Member 
Buddy Young to repair four drainage 
grates that are more than 8 inches 
below street level since roads were 
repaved. Board Member Tyler Follis 
volunteered to pursue the bids. 
 Charlie Plank asked if Tandem 
Paving was finished with road crack 

sealing yet. He said soon the roads 
would be bad and that crack sealing 
needed to be done. Board Members 
Joe Rush and Clayton Holland were to 
look into the matter. 

Maintenance: Board Member Joe Rush 
said Cartwright Tree Care is far behind 
on its work and that tree work at Lake 
Tapawingo keeps getting pushed back on 
its schedule. He said he told Maintenance 
Supervisor Matt Kempf to contact Reeds 
Tree Care and to investigate other tree 
trimming companies.
 Board Member Tyler Follis, 132 
Beach, asked if he could speak with 
Kempf about some trees that need to be 
trimmed between his and his neighbor’s 
property. Laura Vaughn, 130 Beach, 
said there are trees in a creek on the 
west side of her house and another on 
Country Club property behind her house 
that need to be trimmed or removed.
 Rush said there are four or five trees 
that need to be looked at to see if they 
need to be trimmed or cut. He said one 
tree is by 62-B and another is by 20-A.
 Rush said Kempf would be 
putting Christmas lights up soon.

Water Patrol: Board Member Wes 
Knox said the Water Patrol is done for 
the season. President Dean asked that 
Maintenance Supervisor Matt Kempf 
be informed so the patrol boats can be 
winterized. 

Official Country Club minutes may be 
read at the Lake Office.

C Cove, Miller’s pond rehabilitation projects eyed
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By President Jayme Dean
 On Oct. 1, property owners opened their water 
bills to find an “October Mayor’s Letter,” written by 
Lake Tapawingo Mayor Goddard. The letter contained 
statements that need some clarification in regard to the 
Lake Tapawingo Country Club’s role in funding the city’s 
street lights.
 With no simple way to disseminate the “rest of 
the story” until the November newsletter, I personally 
presented the following information to the City Council, 
the Lake Tapawingo Board of Directors, and the 2020 
Country Club Budget Committee. It is important now that I 
also share it with each of you.
 To clarify, the Board did not, and has not, voted to shut 
off the street lights. The Board of Directors preliminarily 
voted to pay the City of Lake Tapawingo until the end of 
2019 to cover a portion of the street light bill that is sent by 
Kansas City Power & Light to the City of Lake Tapawingo 
with a discounted rate specifically for municipalities.
 The original agreement between Lake Tapawingo 
Country Club and the City of Lake Tapawingo was 
a one-year commitment approved in a 2014 Board 
meeting to occur in the year 2015 when the City was in 
financial difficulty. The Mayor at the time, Rocky Queen, 
approached the Board for financial assistance.
 Unfortunately, the specifics, including the time limit, 
of this agreement were lost in the transition of boards 
and officers for both the City of Lake Tapawingo and the 
Country Club Board of Directors.
 At Mayor Goddard’s request, the Country Club and 
the City previously created a joint committee to work 
on joint projects and to formally communicate between 
the entities. However, even though this committee was 
discussing possible solutions for the street light funding 
problem, the Mayor mailed his October letter and the 
Police Department posted a Facebook statement on his 
behalf before the committee had an opportunity to present 
any of its proposed solutions to either the City Council or 
the Country Club Board of Directors.
 Although the Mayor’s October Letter stated the 
Mayor had not been contacted by any member of the 
Board of Directors about a change to street light funding, 
I personally had called him on Sept. 5 after he sent me a 
message requesting a Board representative attend the Lake 
Tapawingo City Council meeting. He further stated that he 
would be turning off the street lights if no one wants to pay 
for them.
 During that conversation I told Mayor Goddard of my 
plans to recommend that the Board pay the street light bills 
through the remainder of the year. I further explained that 
moving forward with a new streetlight agreement would 
need to be a motion/discussion/vote of the Board since 
the agreement with the City of Lake Tapawingo was only 
for the year 2015. The City Council’s alderman in charge 

of streetlights was present at the Sept. 16 
Board meeting, was permitted to video-
record the meeting, and was provided 
copies of all documents that were shared at 
that meeting. 
 The most important thing our 

residents need to know is in regard to the Mayor’s October 
Letter stating that the Lake Tapawingo Country Club has 
$750,000 in certificates of deposit, and “this is not an issue 
of money but an issue of responsibility.”
 I completely agree with the Mayor. The Country 
Club Board of Directors does have a responsibility to our 
residents, and it is our fiduciary duty to take great care in 
the way our money is spent.
 The Country Club has been diligently saving and 
limiting our spending as we prepare for a number of 
upcoming “big ticket” items that we must prepare for 
financially in 2020:

1. Correcting the Miller Pond water/spillway situation 
above AB Cove using an engineering firm to guide the 
process and project

2. Reclaiming the silt pond area

3. Litigating with Blue Springs in regard to the Woods 
Chapel Road project with the possibility of having to 
design and build a system/structure for water diversion in 
C Cove near the spillway to prevent any further erosion 
issues along the south bank

4. Repairing and resurfacing roads around the entire lake

5. Repairing pathways in critical areas for safety of 
residents traveling to the lakefront

6. Starting saving for a future dredging project that will 
likely double in price by the time it is implemented.

 After listening to proposed solutions of the joint city-
Country Club committee, the Country Club Board voted 
Oct. 21 to make monthly financial donations in 2020 to 
the City of Lake Tapawingo equal to half the cost of the 
city’s street lights, without accepting direct responsibility 
for the street lights themselves. The Country Club Board 
now must cut more than $7,000 from other programs in its 
proposed 2020 budget in order to make those payments.
 What I do know after all of this is that the members 
of the Country Club Board of Directors are good stewards 
of your money, good volunteers of their time, and good at 
what they have been elected to do.
 And we look forward to a fruitful relationship with our 
good friends on the Lake Tapawingo City Council as we 
lead our community into the future.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Board members work to be good stewards of your money
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 The Board of Aldermen of the city 
of Lake Tapawingo met Oct. 3 at City 
Hall. Mayor Tom Goddard presided.

Visitors: Jan Baldwin, 9 Anchor; 
Lake Board President Jayme Dean, 
62 Beach; Steve Fink, 13 Dockside; 
Jody Goddard, 5 Beach; Scott Martin, 
3 Emerald Shore; Charles Plank, 38 
Dockside; Joe Rush, 80 Beach; John 
and Elizabeth Braden, 45 Anchor.

Water and Sewer: Alderman Bob Seago 
said the Water and Sewer Department 
repaired or replaced 16 grinder pumps 
since last meeting. He said there were 
problems in the sewer connection lines 
at the Clubhouse and the rest room 
building near the Shelterhouse that allow 
rainwater infiltration into the Clubhouse 
grinder pump.
 Seago said someone who had been 
on the Country Club Board had prevented 
the city from exploring the cause of the 
problem and that the city had been turning 
off the grinder pump during rains for three 
years to prevent it from being damaged. 
Seago said the problem might involve the 
building foundation. Lake Board Member 
Joe Rush asked why the board had not 
been informed of the problem before now. 
Seago provided Board President Jayme 
Dean information on the contractor who 
had examined the problem.

 Due to several months of damage 
to residential grinder pumps caused 
by extensive rains and rainwater 
infiltration, Alderman John Sellars 
asked if the grinder pump budget was 
in jeopardy. Seago said the department 
had been dipping into reserves to fix 
or replace pumps. Alderman Brad 
Cloverdyke said a utility rate increase 
would be proposed in November to 
increase the grinder pump reserve fund.
 City Clerk Paul Blixrud said there 
would be a public hearing at the Nov. 7 
City Council meeting to discuss water, 
sewer and trash rates. He estimated the 
utility bill might increase $5 to $6 per 
month per resident.
 The city reduced overall water and 
sewer utility bills by $17 per month 

in September 2018. That action had 
reduced the sewer/water maintenance 
fee by $17.50 and the monthly overhead 
expense charge by $2 but had also 
increased the grinder pump maintenance 
charge by $2.50, to $7.50 from $5, 
because grinder pump expenses were 
seen to be increasing at that time.

Strategic Planning Committee: 
Alderman John Sellars, chairman of the 
community Strategic Planning Committee, 
presented a revised draft of a proposed 
strategic plan for Lake Tapawingo but said 
details were still being worked out.
 After discussion, the council 
passed, 4-0, a motion by Sellars to 
approve, in principle, four strategic 
goals of the plan, including:
1. Engage the community in efforts 
that wisely preserve and enhance the 
beauty of our natural resources and 
improve the quality of life.
2.  Diversify and be good stewards of 
our revenue streams so that our finances 
are sustainable and provide a solid base 
for achieving the other strategic goals.
3.  Maintain an optimal level of public 
safety and security for citizens as safe 
neighborhoods are a cornerstone of a 
quality community life.
4.  The Executive Committee between 
the City Council and Lake Board will 
begin preparations for the Centennial 
celebration in 2026.

Parking ordinances: Mayor Goddard 
tabled discussion and second reading 
of Bill 1201 Ordinance 998: An 
Ordinance Amending the Unified 
Development Ordinance Related 
to Driveways until Aldermen Steve 
Magel and Andy Rogers could attend.
 Alderman Brad Cloverdyke said 
steps also would be taken to address 
apparent discrepancies between what 
the council requested to have drafted 
as an ordinance on Aug. 1 and the 
final form of the ordinance that was 
voted on in first reading Sept. 5.

Executive Committee (liaison with Lake 
Board): Alderman Brad Cloverdyke said 
he and Alderman Steve Magel met with 

Lake Board members Steve Meek and 
Sarah Wilke to discuss matters of interest 
to the City Council and Lake Board.
 Cloverdyke said Meek and Wilke 
obtained two bids for construction of a 
new wall between City Hall and the Lake 
Office that would be engineered to meet 
fire codes. He said Magel is helping them 
obtain a third bid for the work. He said 
details of cost-sharing between the two 
entities was still to be resolved.
 Cloverdyke said the committee also 
discussed the Lake Board’s vote not to 
pay for street lights after 2019. He said 
Meek and Wilke wanted to return to the 
Lake Board to discuss other cost-sharing 
options and that Cloverdyke would 
attend the Lake Board meeting. He said 
he expected productive discussions on 
the street light issue that might allow a 
City Council vote on an agreement in 
November or December.

Street lights: Lake Board Member 
Joe Rush asked whether Kansas City 
Power & Light’s merger with Westar 
Energy could affect street light issues. 
Lake Board President Jayme Dean said 
the city has a 10-year public utility 
tariff with KCP&L with a set rate 
that the utility will not change while 
the remaining eight years of the tariff 
continue. Mayor Goddard said the city 
does not have a contract with KCP&L.
 Dean challenged several statements 
Mayor Goddard made about street light 
issues in an “October Mayor’s Letter” 
that Goddard sent to residents with 
October utility bills. See her remarks in 
the President’s Message, Page 10.
 Goddard said the 2014 Lake Board 
made a one-year decision to help pay 
for street lights that “continued on and 
on” and it would have been better for the 
City-Country Club liaison committee 
to have discussed the matter before the 
board voted to stop payment. Dean said 
the board was faced with decisions about 
its 2020 budget when discussion led to 
the motion to stop paying $1,000 per 
month for street lights at the end of 2019.
 Alderman Brad Cloverdyke noted 
that Board Member Hap Graff told the

See Alderman:, Page 13.

CITY COUNCIL REPORT

City Council expected to increase grinder pump fee
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Lake Board in September that the city’s 
operating balance had increased from 
$17,000 to $220,000. Cloverdyke said 
that figure is misleading because the 
city receives the bulk of its property tax 
revenue in January each year, but because 
it operates on a July-to-June fiscal year, 
it is forced to hold half of that January 
tax revenue untouched in reserve to pay 
expenses in the first half of the next fiscal 
year, starting in July. Cloverdyke said 
the city probably would have only about 
$22,000 in its general operating fund at 
the end of its fiscal year.
 Cloverdyke said the city has a thin 
financial margin and does not want what 
happened before -- near bankruptcy -- to 
happen again. He said the Lake Board 
has bigger expenses than the city but it 
has more financial flexibility.
 Mayor Goddard said there is no law 
that either the city or the Country Club 
(which owns and maintains the roads) is 
legally required to have street lights.
 John Braden said his understanding 
was the legal issue in question was not 
whether the city or Country Club was 
required to provide street lights; it was that 
in 2014 the city was operating under an 
apparent legal opinion that the city could 
not legally pay for street lights on private 
roads, except in dangerous locations. In 
addition, the city said it did not have the 
money for all the street lights at that time. 
With the city’s plan to pay for lights in 
dangerous areas, the board voted to pay 
for lights in non-dangerous areas -- the 
majority of lights -- at $1,000 per month.
 Alderman Cloverdyke, who was 
Country Club Board president during the 
2014 vote to help pay for street lights, 
said he recalled there was a question at 
that time about whether the city could 
legally pay for street lights on privately 
owned roads and asked a couple of 
times for more definite information on 
that question. He said only recently the 
Executive Committee was informed by 
a lawyer hired by the Lake Board and by 
City Attorney Paul Campo that there is 
no restriction on the city paying for street 
lights on privately maintained roads that 
are open to common traffic.
 Cloverdyke said, while it was 
implied that the city’s legal ability to 

pay for the lights was an issue, the Lake 
Board agreed to pay mostly because of 
the city’s financial straits and that was a 
way the board could help. Braden asked 
Cloverdyke whether, as board president 
at the time, it was his understanding that 
the Lake Board was voting to pay $12,000 
a year for street lights in perpetuity. 
Cloverdyke said he remembered the 
payment was done for one year “because 
we didn’t know how soon the city was 
going to get back in good shape.”
 “We felt that was something that 
was a reasonable thing to do at the time,” 
Cloverdyke said. “To be honest, it wasn’t 
a big discussion that, ‘Well, this is the 
Country Club’s responsibility anyway,’ 
but I think when you think about the 
roads and who owns the roads, the 
Country Club, it becomes a question.”
 Alderman Bob Seago said he was 
on the City Council in 2014 and was in 
charge of lights. He said when the city 
could not afford the entire street light 
bill it asked the Country Club for help.
 “And they graciously stepped in and 
turned the lights back on for us,” Seago 
said. “... I don’t remember seeing a contract 
that said anything more than a year. They 
just stepped in and said we’ll take care of it 
for now. That was how it was.”
Fund transfers: The council approved 
a motion by Alderman Brad Cloverdyke 
for routine money transfers among funds. 
(Note: Incoming money to the city goes 
first to the Operating Account, Debt 
Service Account or Police Fund Account. 
Then, when appropriate, it is moved to 
restricted accounts. When a bill is to be 
paid from a restricted account, that money 
is first moved back to the Operating 
Account so a check can be written.)

 Transfers approved:
-- $397.36 Police Officer Standards and 
Training Account to Operating Account to 
pay Chief Taylor training in Springfield
-- $6,096.00 Water/Trash Account to 
Operating to pay WCA Sept. trash bill
-- $3,851.15 Water/Trash to Operating 
to pay July 24-Aug. 21 Independence 
water supply bill
-- $2,823.45 Police Fund Account to 
Operating to pay for police car camera, 
radar
-- $1,775.00 Police Fund to Operating to 
pay for police car laptop computer
-- $116.00 Operating to Police Training 
Account, Aug. court revenue for police 
training
-- $18,758.00 Little Blue Valley Sewer 
District Account to Operating to pay 
LBVSD July-Sept. bill
-- $13,997.68 Sewer/Water Maintenance 
Account to Operating for Sept. supplies/
maintenance
-- $745.40 Sewer/Water Maintenance to 
Operating for Sept. water meter installation
-- $12,880.00 Grinder Pump Account to 
Operating to purchase grinder pumps/
parts in Sept.
-- $2,735.99 Debt Service Account to 
Operating, city portion of Sept. property 
tax collection
-- $5,633.24 Operating to LBVSD, 
revenue collected from Sept. billing
-- $9,617.09 Operating to Water/Trash, 
revenue collected from Sept. billing
-- $10,066.83 Operating to Sewer/Water 
Maintenance, revenue collected from 
Sept. billing
-- $2,757.70 Operating to Grinder Pump, 
revenue collected from Sept. billing

Official city minutes may be read at 
City Hall or on the city Internet site, 
www.laketapawingomo.org.

Alderman: Tight finances cited in street light issue

 The Lake Tapawingo Zoning 
Commission discussed Oct. 10 whether 
limits should be imposed on parking 
areas on residential empty lots.
 The commission, which makes 
zoning recommendations to the 
City Council, voted July 8 to 
reject a proposed ban on parking 
on residents’ empty lots. Instead 
it proposed any parking area on a 

lot not having a house must have a 
gravel or hard surface. At the Oct. 10 
meeting, members discussed whether 
there should be setbacks, landscaping 
or limits on the area used for parking.
 The panel agreed to meet on the 
issue again in November. It also was 
expected to consider a request by Jim 
Megerson, 110 Beach, to replat his 
property into separate lots.

Panel eyes refining empty-lot parking rules
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Women’s Club Senior 
Thanksgiving Luncheon 

 

Tuesday, November 19th 

Open to all residents 55 and over 

Social time at 11:30 

Buffet opens at noon 
 

Any residents that are house bound or if you know of a neighbor who 
can’t get out, please leave a message at 816-229-9152 with name, 
phone #, and house # and we will arrange to deliver a dinner. 

By Linda Osborne 
 All resident seniors, 55 and up, and 
Lake Tapawingo city and Country Club 
employees are invited to our Annual 
Thanksgiving Luncheon, Tuesday, Nov. 
19, at the Clubhouse. Our appreciation 
for these people will include a full 
turkey dinner with all the trimmings.
 Gathering time will be at 11:30 
a.m. with serving beginning at noon. 
Come enjoy the fellowship and good 
food! If you wish to donate food or can 
help serve, please contact Diane Ayers, 
our luncheon organizer, at 229-7439.
 Want to know what is going on in 
our lake community? At our October 
meeting, Alderman John Sellars and 
Tomi Bellinghausen, both serving on 
the Lake Tapawingo Strategic Planning 
Committee, led a discussion regarding 
possible ways to implement four goals 
the committee is attempting to adopt 
as a 5- to 10-year plan to improve the 
quality of life in our community.
 After John briefly discussed each 
of the goals, based on a previous poll, 
the Women’s Club voted to endorse the 
general goals as areas to be pursued. 
They are: 1. Preserve and enhance 
beauty of Lake resources and improve 
quality of life; 2. Ensure sustainable 
finances; 3. Maintain public safety 
and security; 4. Foster collaboration 
among City Council, Lake Board, and 
other groups. John closed by reminding 
us that planning will be needed to 
celebrate our centennial year in 2026.
 A representative from Shatto Milk 
Co., of Osborn in Northwest Missouri, 
also gave a presentation on the delivery 
service of their specialty dairy products 
and provided samples of chocolate 
milk and tasty cheese curds.
 We’ll have lots of fun Dec. 12 on an 
old-time trolley ride to see Kansas City 
holiday lights. Members and guests who 
have reserved seats will meet at 6:45 p.m. 
at Union Station for departure at 7 p.m. 
sharp via trolley to view holiday lights at 
the Plaza and other areas. The narrated 
ride will last 90 minutes. Afterward, 
SPIN! Pizza at nearby Crown Center will 
remain open later than usual for those 
wanting to move the party over there.

Preparations for 2020 under way

 There will be no regular Women’s 
Club meetings in November or 
December. Beginning in January, 
the Women’s Club Board will begin 
meeting at night, at 7 p.m. on the second 
THURSDAY of each month with regular 
club meetings at 7 p.m. on the third 
THURSDAYS (instead of Tuesdays).
 A nominating committee is 
searching for members to serve 
as club officers in 2020. Positions 
include President, First Vice President 
(Philanthropic and Fundraising), 
Second Vice President (Programs and 
Publicity, Membership), Recording 

Secretary, Corresponding Secretary, 
and Treasurer. If you are interested 
in helping continue our activities and 
scholarships via a board position, call 
Elizabeth Braden at 229-2794.
 We apologize for canceling 
the Costume 5K and Kids Run in 
October, but there were not enough 
registrations for them at this time. 
Maybe next year...
 Judi Kruse and members are still 
collecting Best Choice labels.
 With Thanksgiving coming up, 
it’s another opportunity to count our 
blessings. Living at Lake Tapawingo 
is among them. Happy Thanksgiving 
to each and every one of you!

WOMEN’S CLUB NEWS

Thanksgiving lunch set Nov. 19 for seniors, Lake staff 

 Each year, two $1,000 college/advanced education scholarships are 
presented to qualified Lake Tapawingo high school seniors by the Lake 
Tapawingo Women’s Club.

 Scholarship applications are now available at the Lake Office 
and will be posted on the Blue Springs High School website; go to 
bshs.bssd.net and click on Academics and Counseling, then Local 
Scholarships. Transcripts and an application letter are required, 
and applicants will be contacted for interviews.
 Applications are due no later than 6 p.m. on Feb. 23, 2020. 

Please submit to: Linda Sangster, 28 Dockside, Lake Tapawingo, MO 64015.
 Applicants must be from property-owning Lake Tapawingo households (not 
rental properties) and have lived in Lake Tapawingo city limits for a period of at 
least 12 consecutive months previous to and adjacent to the scholarship award date.
 If there are any questions, please call or text Linda Sangster at 916-2400.

Scholarship applications now available
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Host your next event with us! Our private dining 
room accommodates groups up to 60 people, and 

ooers customizable menus ranging from fresh 
seafood to classic American fare. 

Call (816) 347 - 1986
Email banquets@pearltavernkc.com

Now Booking Holiday Parties

Fresh-daily oyster bar & fish menu | Crush Cocktails | Homemade Pie

PearlTavernKC.com
1672 NW Chipman Road, Lee’s Summit, Mo.

(816) 347 - 1986 | @PearlTavernKC 



Lake Tapawingo News • November 2019

Page 17

By John Nicol 
 Come to the Sportsmen’s Club Free Chili Dinner at 
6 p.m. Nov. 12 at the Clubhouse. Everyone gets to judge 
and vote for your favorite chili. There’s a $20 award to the 
highest vote getter.
 There will be two door prize drawings for $20 Bass 
Pro Shops gift cards. And it may be a day after Veterans 
Day, but we want to recognize Lake veterans and present 
them American flag lapel pins.

 So, bring your favorite chili, 
soup, or dessert for a potluck with 
friends and neighbors. There will be 
plates, service, hot dogs, condiments 
and usual drink choices provided by 

the Sportsmen’s Club.
 At the Club meeting to follow, Alderman John Sellars, 
chairman of the Lake Tapawingo Strategic Planning 
Committee, is to present information on the draft strategic 
plan for the community. Sellars planned to seek the club’s 
endorsement of the plan’s four strategic goals, as he has 
with the City Council, Lake Board and Women’s Club.

Members mailing 

 The Sportsmen’s 
Club’s regular meeting 
Oct. 8 included 
an accounting by 
Treasurer Chuck Welch 
of paid expenses from 
the Luau, Fish Fry and 
scholarship payments 
that were cleared. 
First Vice President 
John Harrison said 
the membership was 
170 and membership 
renewal and new 
member solicitation 
letters were being 
mailed.
 Chili dinner 
options were brought 
up by Second Vice 
President Joe Rush. 
After discussion, it was 
decided to have a $20 
award for the highest 
vote count for chili or 
soup by numbering 
entries and distributing 
tickets to be placed in 
numbered cups by the 
items. Also, two $20 

Bass Pro Shops gift cards 
are to be given in door 
prize drawings.
 Under old business, 
the restrooms in the 
storage building were 
closed Oct. 1 for 
winterizing, but if the 
Lake Board is interested 

in utilizing them during Shelterhouse rentals, rent, supplies 
and maintenance options would be brought up by Tyler 
Follis at a future Lake Board meeting. The original freezer 
was moved from the Clubhouse.
 In an extension of September meeting topics, Dale 
Blanchard resumed presenting possible ideas for new 
activities while the new calendar of activities is being 
prepared. Continued partnering with the Women’s Club 
would be part of new ventures that might include bingo, 
shrimp or crawfish and sausage boil, cooking competition, 
a floating bar weekend subject to Lake and legal 
restrictions, mouse race or casino night and other ideas. 

SPORTSMEN’S CLUB NEWS

We’ll honor veterans at Free Chili Dinner Nov. 12

The Lake Tapawingo Sportsmen’s Club invites you and 
your family to a:

Free Chili Dinner
Begins 6 p.m.,Tuesday, Nov. 12

Bring your favorite chili, soup or dessert for a potluck to share with 
friends and neighbors at the Clubhouse.

Vote for the best chili - $20 to winner
Two Bass Pro $20 gift card drawings

Veterans will receive a flag pin!
There will be plates, bowls, service, hotdogs, condiments, crackers, 
soda, water and adult beverages provided by the Sportsmen’s Club.

 Join us for a hot chili dinner
 and warm friendship!
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By Chief Tammy Taylor
 Congratulations to Officer Jamie 
Arwick of Lake Tapawingo who received 
CIT Officer of the Year from the Mid-
America Crisis Intervention Team (CIT) 
Council. Great job Officer Arwick! We are 
so proud to have you as part of our team!
 A Crisis Intervention Team is a 
police mental health collaborative 
program with training that helps guide 
interactions between law enforcement 
and those living with mental illness. 
If you see Officer Arwick out and 
about, please congratulate him on his 
accomplishment. 
 While on a traffic stop on eastbound U.S. 40, 
Officer Mike Zielinski encountered a situation with a 
passing motorist where the elderly female passenger 
had suddenly stopped breathing and had no pulse. 
Officer Zielinski pulled the woman from the vehicle 
and performed CPR for approximately 8-10 minutes 
before the arrival of emergency medical services. It was 
later determined the woman had passed. As an officer, 
this is what you are trained to do and, Officer Zielinski, 
you did it well and we thank you!
 Officer Andrew Wilson, while on patrol on U.S. 40, 
came upon a rollover vehicle accident with a woman 
trapped inside. Officer Wilson took action alerting the 
proper authorities and climbing on top of the vehicle, 

accessing the door and helping to free 
the woman from the vehicle. Great 
job, Officer Wilson, you were alert and 
stepped into action doing exactly what 
was needed of you. 
 Thank you to Officer Alex Cruz who 
works every weekend (Saturday and 
Sunday) on top of his 40-hour-per-week 
full-time employment. Your dedication 
to this city is amazing!
 Congratulations to Officer Tom Alber 
for becoming our new firearms range 
instructor. We are so excited to have you 
on board and training our team! 
 The above mentioned is just a small 

part of what our officers do on a daily basis. I am so 
proud to have such a wonderful group of professional 
peace officers serving this community. All of you are 
so greatly appreciated!

Tapawingo Police Gazette

Police Reports
Sept. 1-30 Aug. 1-31 July 1-31 June 1-30 May 1-31

Traffic      - Anchor 3 8 6 6 1
 offenses - Beach 0 1 0 9 0
                - Clipper 0 2 3 8 2
                - Dockside 4 1 4 4 3
                - Emerald Shore 1 0 0 0 1
                - Tapawingo Lane 3 8 11 8 13
                - Woods Chapel 11 18 4 5 15
                - U.S. 40 75 67 66 69 58
                - Total 97 105 94 109 93
Warrant arrests 13 6 9 8 5
Arrests 12 13 6 6 7
Felony arrests 0 0 0 0 0
Codes complaints 4 0 2 0 2
Calls for service 27 26 17 26 11
Warnings 48 71 50 45 77
Total 201 221 178 194 195

PUBLIC SAFETY AND SECURITY

Lake officers go above and beyond to serve community
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 Monthly invasive species training 
sessions are scheduled throughout the 
year, primarily for new residents, but 
also as a refresher course for previously 
trained property owners, renters or their 
families. Residents planning to attend are 
required to preregister at the Lake Office.
 Mandatory invasive species 
training is intended to educate incoming 
new residents, or those few existing 
residents who failed to obtain training 
earlier, about the dangers of zebra 

mussel infestation. It is required prior to 
use of the lake “for any activity.”
 Training sessions are held at 9 
a.m. at the Lake Office on the third 
Saturday of the month:

 -- Nov. 16

 -- Dec. 21
 Residents are 
asked to contact the Lake Office at 
office@laketapawingomo.com or 

228-3721 in advance to register, so 
trainers will know how large a group 
to expect.
 Lake Rules require invasive 
species training certification before 
property owners or renters may 
obtain boat registration stickers or 
dock permits, or use the lake “for any 
activity.” Only one representative from 
each household is required to attend 
the hour-long training. Retraining is 
required every two years.

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1

 
Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

2

Lake Office: Closed

3
Daylight Saving 
Time ends

Lake Office: Closed

4

Country Club 
Board, 7 p.m. 
Clubhouse
 
Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

5

Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

6

Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

7

City Council
6 p.m., City Hall

Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

8

 
Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

9

Lake Office: Closed

10

Lake Office: Closed

11
Veterans Day

City Hall closed.
Lake Office: Closed

12

Sportsmen’s Club 
Free Chili Dinner
6 p.m., Clubhouse

Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

13
Women’s Club 
Board, 8:30 a.m. 
Clubhouse

Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

14

Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

15

 
Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

16
Invasive Species 
Training, 9 a.m., 
Lake Office (pre-
register)

Lake Office: 9 a.m.-11 a.m.

17

Lake Office: Closed

18

Country Club 
Board, 7 p.m. 
Clubhouse
 
Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

19
Women’s Club 
Thanksgiving 
Lunch, 11:30 a.m. 
Clubhouse

Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

20

Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

21

Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

22

 
Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

23

Lake Office: Closed

24

Lake Office: Closed

25

Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

26

Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

27

Municipal court cases 
1:30 p.m., Circuit 
Court, Independence

Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

28
Thanksgiving

City Hall closed.
Lake Office: Closed

29

City Hall closed.
Lake Office: Closed

30

Holiday lighting 
ceremony, 6 p.m. 
Clubhouse

Lake Office: Closed

November 2019
Country Club Office hours:
   -Monday-Friday, open 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
   -Third Saturday, open 9 a.m.-11 a.m.
     First, second, fourth, fifth Saturdays closed.
   -Sunday closed.
City Hall hours Monday-Friday 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Preregister for monthly zebra mussel training sessions
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Lake Tapawingo News
144 Anchor Drive

Lake Tapawingo, Mo. 64015

RV • BOAT • AUTO STORAGE

www.innerspacestorage.com 816-257-5252

Innerspace Storage Corporation
KC’s most trusted name in storage for over 40 years!

• Constant temperature of 60 to 65 
   degrees
• Humidity Controlled
• Secured Underground
• No wear & tear from outside 
   elements
• Lighted & Paved
• Accommodates heights up to 14’
• Valet Parking

Located in the Carefree Industrial Park 
in Independence, MO (Just 6.5 miles 

north of M-291 & I-70 or 2 miles south 
of the Missouri River Bridge)

Features include:


