
 Mayor Tom Goddard and Police Chief Tammy Taylor 
are urging residents to use caution in Halloween trick-or-
treating and partying. They said the Centers for Disease 
Control warned many traditional Halloween activities can 
be high-risk for spreading the COVID-19 virus.
 Top of the CDC high-risk list is traditional trick-
or-treating in which children go door to door receiving 
candy. Close behind that are “trunk or treat” gatherings in 
parking lots and attending crowded costume parties and 
haunted houses.
	 The	city	officials	suggested	residents	might	try	an	
activity the CDC lists as “moderate” risk -- “One-way 
trick-or-treating” in which individually wrapped goodie 
bags are lined up at the edge of the road for kids to grab 
and go while maintaining social distancing. Residents can 
watch from the front door to enjoy youngsters’ costumes 

(and to ensure some 
little spook doesn’t carry 
off	the	entire	load).
 The caution is the 
same for treat-preparation 
in any scenario. If you 
are preparing goodie 
bags, wash your hands 
with soap and water for 

at least 20 seconds before preparing bags. Clean preparation 
surfaces and supplies. Wear masks and maintain social 
distance. And don’t participate if you are sick or think you 
might have been exposed to the virus.
 The mayor and chief said they want the kids and their 
parents to have fun but it is of primary importance that all 
stay safe from this potentially fatal disease.
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By John Braden
 An engineering company studying rehabilitation of 
the Miller’s pond dam above AB Cove has recommended 
$362,000 in remedial steps to manage excess stormwater 
and	debris	inflow	and	to	correct	deficiencies	in	outlet	pipes	
and a failing limestone retaining wall.
 Project engineers Jason Davis and Maeve 
VanLandingham	of	Affinis	Corp.	engineering	presented	a	
concept design and recommendations for rehabilitating the 
Miller’s	pond	dam	to	the	Lake	Board	on	Sept.	21.	Affinis,	
which helped improve the intake structure above B Cove 
about 15 years ago, was commissioned to study how to 
address problems with the Miller’s pond dam under Anchor 
Drive between 207 Anchor and 1 Beach.
 President Jayme Dean asked board members to 
examine	the	engineer’s	report	and	decide	whether	Affinis	
should return to answer further questions before the board 
takes further action.
	 The	Affinis	report	outlined	a	series	of	rehabilitation	
options and recommended:
-- pond dredging;
-- replacement of the main drainage pipes with two 
reinforced	concrete	boxes	to	carry	the	10-year	design	flood	
without overtopping;
-- replacement of the failing retaining wall, and 
-- installation of a skimmer structure to limit debris and 
vegetation	inflow	into	the	lake.

 Construction of the recommended options would limit 
closure of Anchor Drive to six weeks.
	 Affinis	said	the	cost	of	preferred	options	for	the	project	
totaled $362,392. Davis said the concept cost estimates 
for the options are “on the high end” to reduce the risk 
of funding shortfalls. In addition, he said the bottom line 
included a 20 percent contingency cost of $60,399.

See Miller’s, Page 3.

Engineer recommends $362,000 rehab for pond dam

COVID-19 WARNING

There are more dangerous things than spooks at Halloween

Affinis Corp.
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Around the Lake 

Lake Tapawingo Country Club 
website: www.laketapawingomo.com
City of Lake Tapawingo website: 
www.laketapawingomo.org
Community Facebook pages:
Search on Facebook for:
 “Residents of Lake Tapawingo” or
 “Lake Tapawingo Police Department”

SYMPATHY
Sympathy to:
Jody Goddard, 5 Beach, on the death Sept. 5 of her mother, Marie Tomich, in 
Raymore, Mo.
BIRTHDAYS
Oct. 4 John Nicol, 59 Dockside
Oct.	5	 Margie	Guffey,	45	Beach
 Casey Hodges, 17 Beach
Oct. 8 Janice Cunha, 28 Anchor
Oct. 10 Betty Smock, 102 Beach
Oct. 13 Brian Hodges, 17 Beach
Oct. 14 Julie Howe, 25 Emerald Shore
Oct. 15 Lory Miller-Rodak, 159 Beach
Oct. 16 David Dean, 62 Beach
Oct. 18 Fletcher Bateman, 116 Anchor
 Valerie Frankeberger, 58 Beach
Oct. 22 Mitzy Combs, 82 Anchor
Oct.	25	 Shirley	Graff,	25	Dockside
Oct. 27 Kevin Hornick, 7 Anchor
Oct. 28 Thomas McDonald, 159 Dockside
Oct. 30 Jan Baldwin, 9 Anchor
 Carolyn Lee, 27 Beach
Oct. 31 M.K. Mustard, 72 Beach
 Cammie Turner, 48 Anchor
CONGRATULATIONS
Oct. 24 Chris and Jennifer Moran, 50 Emerald Shore, 22nd wedding
 anniversary
WELCOME TO THE LAKE
Nick and Tasha Bright, 42 Anchor
Angela Montague, 152 Beach
If you know of anyone who needs a Get Well card, Birthday greetings, Congratulations, 
Sympathy or Welcome to New Resident, please call Margie Guffey of the Women’s Club  
at 589-4166.

Food drop off for Community Services League
 A donation barrel is being placed at Lake Tapawingo City Hall from 
Wednesday, Sept. 30 through Friday, Oct. 16, to collect food donations for 
Community Services League.
 The City Hall collection 
station is part of the Blue Springs 
area Community Unity drive 
for CSL that continues until the 
night of the Oct. 16 football 
game between crosstown rivals, 
Blue Springs High School and Blue Springs South High School.
 CSL reports a huge need for food donations for the needy in the community. 
The drive seeks “dry goods” such as rice, instant potatoes and canned goods.
 CSL is the descendant of a drive started in 1916 by a women’s Bible study 
group in Independence that included future First Lady Bess Truman. Serving Eastern 
Jackson County, CSL helps more than 50,000 with services including income support 
referrals,	nutrition,	medical,	employment	services,	housing	counseling	and	financial	
coaching.	Its	Blue	Springs	office	is	located	at	200	SW	10th	St.
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	 Affinis	found	Miller’s	pond	has	two	“cells,”	a	silted-in,	
nearly dry .4-acre upper pond with a channel that drains 
directly into the silted-in and shallow .6-acre lower pond. 
Affinis	said	the	combined	ponds	receive	runoff	from	57.4	
acres extending south as far as U.S. 40, including about 20 
acres of the Briarwood Oaks Estates subdivision.
 The engineer said the pond was constructed as a 
sedimentation	basin	to	reduce	sediment	inflows	into	the	
lake	but	over	time	silt	has	filled	the	pond,	greatly	reducing	
its ability to retain incoming sediment and nutrient loads. 
As a result, higher levels of sediment and nutrients are 
discharging	directly	into	the	lake.	Affinis	estimated	121.3	
tons of sediment accumulates in the pond annually.
	 Affinis	said	the	dam’s	four	main	18-inch	outlet	pipes	
(high-density polyethylene pipes sleeved within original 
corrugated	metal	pipes)	in	the	center	and	four	auxiliary	
15-inch corrugated metal pipes toward the B Block end of 
the dam allow Miller’s pond to contain between a 5-year 
and	10-year	flood	(4.73	inches	and	5.64	inches	in	24	hours)	
before	floodwater	overtops	Anchor	Drive.	It	found	the	
HDPE pipe sleeves had sags, bends and humps that inhibit 
efficient	flows.

Stone retaining wall slides, settles

	 Affinis	said	the	dam	embankment	is	faced	with	a	
mortared limestone retaining wall on the lake side. It said 
the aging wall shows signs of heavy weathering, seam 
separation, damaged or missing mortar on most of its face 

and a large pile of fractured limestone thought to be due to 
seam failures. The engineer said two sections of the wall 
on either side of the central pipes are failing, sliding toward 
the lake and settling. It appeared that embankment soil 
was piping through voids in the limestone wall, causing 
guardrail posts to move from proper alignment, possibly 
leading	to	eventual	guardrail	failure,	Affinis	said.
 The engineer evaluated three options for dredging 
the	lower	pond	to	improve	runoff	sediment	retention	and	
to clear the area around the outlet structure: 6 inches of 
silt	(five	years’	sediment	accumulation);	3	feet	(10	years’	
accumulation);	and	5	feet	(15	years’	accumulation).	
It recommended the 3-foot option, to remove 1,454 
cubic yards of silt, at an estimated cost of $43,635. That 
would not include the cost of disposing of the silt. Davis 
recommended reaching an agreement with the Miller 
family, which owns the pond itself, allowing disposal of 
the silt on the Miller property.

See New, Page 4.

Miller’s pond drains 57 acres, takes in 121 tons of silt a year

Affinis Corp.

Affinis Corp.
DRAINAGE MAP -- Miller’s pond receives runoff from 
57.4 acres extending south as far as U.S. 40 and 
including about 20 acres of Briarwood Oaks Estates 
subdivision.
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	 Affinis	recommended	replacing	the	four	central	HDPE	
outlet pipes with two 4-foot by 2-foot reinforced concrete 
boxes capable of passing a 10-year design storm without 
overtopping the road at an estimated cost of $15,900. The 
boxes	were	selected	partly	because	they	would	fit	between	
the	top	of	the	dam	(the	road	surface)	and	any	existing	
utility lines that might be beneath the existing outlet pipes.
 The engineer also said the limestone retaining wall should 
be replaced, recommending use of large segmental concrete 
blocks	(assembled	like	Lego	blocks)	to	reduce	the	time	in	
which the road would be closed, at an estimated cost of 
$72,000. The remaining corrugated metal auxiliary drainage 
pipes would be permanently grouted shut behind the new wall 
to avoid the need to dig up the road to remove them.

Skimmer to keep out debris, algae, silt

	 Affinis	recommended	installation	of	a	cast-in-place	
concrete skimmer on the pond side of the new outlet to prevent 
passage of suspended sediment, algae and trash accumulating 
in the pond. The estimated cost is $25,000. The box-shaped 
device would have an underwater opening facing the pond that 
is lower than the opening of the outlet structure, so it would 
convey subsurface water to the outlet while blocking debris and 
vegetation	floating	on	the	surface.	It	would	fit	within	the	limited	
space between the Miller property line and the outlet structure 
on	the	dam,	Affinis	said.	Remaining	in	place	year-round,	the	
structure would require minimum maintenance.

 Other more costly items in the recommendation 
included: mobilization $12,120; removal of existing 
structures $15,000, guardrail replacements $33,088; utility 
relocation $40,000; street repair and replacement $15,000.
 Davis acknowledged the pond would have to be 
dredged every ten years to keep the skimmer intake clear. 
He called the project a win also for the pond property 
owners because silt removal would add depth to the pond 
and improve its water quality. He said a copy of the report 
was sent to the Miller family.
 President Dean asked the best time of year for the 
project. Davis said it would be best when the weather is dry 
as possible, such as a dry fall and winter, avoiding spring 
floods.	He	said	some	construction	probably	could	be	done	
in the winter and dredging could be performed in winter.

Affinis Corp.

New	outlet	structure,	wall	to	handle	10-year	flood
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By President Jayme Dean
 The temperatures are getting cooler, the days are 
getting shorter and fall is here. Your Lake Tapawingo 
Board of Directors is still hard at work orchestrating a 
number of important projects to make our little piece of 
paradise even better.

      We are getting ready to begin work 
along the C Cove shoreline. The culvert 
under Woods Chapel Road has been 
eroding the south shoreline of the cove 
and we are ready to make the important 
corrections based on input from 

engineers and Hill Brothers Construction.
 Several drainage grates on Lake roads that are 
below	grade	will	be	corrected	and	drainage	outflows	
near Liberty Gardens and along the side of the 
Clubhouse will also be improved. 
 As you know, members of the Board of Directors 
work hard volunteering their time. If you need to take your 
boat	off	the	water,	please	call	the	Lake	Office	to	schedule	
a time to have a board member unlock the gate and 
cable lock it to your trailer for next year’s launch. Please 
remember	to	take	your	swim	floats	and	lily	pads	out	of	the	
water and secure all of your water toys until next summer.
 Our Budget Committee of property owners will 
begin looking over board members’ budget requests and 
making their recommendations soon. If you would like 
to volunteer to be a part of this important committee, 
please	call	or	e-mail	the	Lake	Office.
 Our twice monthly board meetings will continue 
to be held by Zoom through the end of 2020. Although 
this isn’t ideal, it allows us all to stay safe and healthy.
	 If	you	are	going	to	do	business	in	our	office,	masks	are	
required. Otherwise, please continue to use the drop box for 
important documents or payments that you need to make.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Long-awaited C Cove 
erosion work near

11-A Coleman
56-A Beatty
120-A Rogers
123-A O’Grady
124-A Schwenk

135-B Stickney
148-B Smith
97-D Evans
13-E Semstead

No Lake privileges
September 2020
The Lake Board lists the following property owners or tenants 
who do not have Lake privileges as of Sept. 25. Lake privileges 
include use of the lake for any purpose as well as all common 
space such as Liberty Gardens, boat lots, soccer fields, tennis 
courts, the Clubhouse and shelterhouses.

 The Lake Tapawingo Country Club Board of Directors 
met Sept. 8 and 21 via Zoom video conference. President 
Jayme Dean presided. 

Visitors: (who	could	be	identified	participating	in	video	
conferences)	Janelle	Barge,	128	Dockside;	Angela	Bergner,	
34 Beach; Samantha Byler, 120 Dockside; Trevor Combs, 84 
Anchor; Nick and Melanie Earhart, 15 Clipper; Lisa Hodges, 
17 Beach; Jack Howe, 25 Emerald Shore; Scott Johnson and 
Sarah Buchanan, 16 Anchor; Barry	Kaseff,	78	Anchor;	Rob	
Markey, 1 Beach; T.J. McGinnis, 102 Dockside; Rita Rainey, 
107 Anchor; Susan Stiles, 26 Beach; Chris Turner, 48 Anchor; 
Cyndi Willoughby, 5 Dockside; John Braden, 45 Anchor; 
Jason	Davis	and	Maeve	VanLandingham,	Affinis	Corp.

Lake Management: C Cove erosion. President Dean 
presented bids from Hill Brothers to protect the south 
shore of C Cove with riprap for $38,201 and to repair and 
improve drainage between the Clubhouse and D Block 
for $28,048 and from Midwest Heavy Construction for 
$62,500 for the work on the south shore of C Cove alone.
 The board approved, 13-0 with 1 abstention, a motion 
by Board Member Clayton Holland to accept both Hill 
Brothers bids for $66,250.
 Rita Rainey said it might be advantageous to make 
the Hill Brothers contract a change order on its current 
contract at the silt basin.
 Board Member Steve Meek asked if the board would 
remove and reinstall docks for residents that would be 
affected.	President	Dean	said	yes.	Board	Member	Brian	
Smith noted all construction equipment would need to 
undergo invasive species quarantine.

Silt basin. President Dean said the silt basin was drying out 
since Hill Brothers breached the embankment so it could 
drain. She said residents had inquired about relocating trees 
along the silt basin embankment before they were knocked 
over. Board Member Bill Ellwood recommended that an 
interested resident could send the board a proposal and the 
board would work through the details.

Municipal Business: Board Member Steve Meek said 
he and Board Members Sarah Wilke and Randy Thatcher 
met as the Municipal Committee with Aldermen Brad 
Cloverdyke and Charles Cruit. He said they continue to 
discuss the city revising its building codes, including to 
align with remaining Country Club covenants. He said the 
city also was working to revise fence ordinances.
 Meek said the city is also exploring the idea of having 
the city take over ownership and maintenance of the streets

See Lake, Page 6.

COUNTRY CLUB BOARD REPORT

Hill Brothers win two 
erosion jobs in C Cove
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The Medicare Annual Enrollment Period is upon us.
During this time, Oct. 15 to Dec. 7, you can review plan options 
for 2021 and make changes. Remember, if you are happy 
with your current plan you need not do anything! You don’t 
need to talk to anyone, sign anything, or see anyone! Every 
Medicare Advantage Plan, Stand-alone Drug Plan, and Medicare 
Supplement Plan, automatically rolls over for the next year. 
Everyone will receive their Medicare Advantage Plan or Prescription 
Drug Plan Annual Notice of Change by Oct. 1. So watch for it!
Because of COVID-19, there will be no in-person seminars for now. 
Instead, I will be conducting individual plan reviews by phone, e-mail 
and online media. After Oct. 3, you can view Annual Enrollment 
Period (AEP) 2021 Plan Guides at www.seniorbenefits101.
com/2021. I strongly urge you to view the guides.
What you need to do for AEP this year:
-- After Oct. 3, go to www.seniorbenefits101.
com/2021 to view the guides.
-- If you are happy with your plan, no need 
to contact me, it will automatically renew.
-- If you have had changes in your 
medicines or have questions about plan 
changes and/or costs, please contact me 
for assistance.
-- If you are diabetic, insulin dependent 
or have other chronic issues, there are 
new 2021 plans including drug plans or 
formularies that I can share with you.
As a former Lake resident, I appreciate and thank you for the 
opportunity to be of service over the years.

Paul Kueffer, 816-520-2162, pckueffer@gmail.com
www.SeniorBenefits101.com

(Not affiliated with any government agency.)

Continued from Page 5.
if funding could be received from the state or federal 
governments. President Dean requested that a feasibility 
study be done by the City Council prior to bringing the 
issue back to the board. Meek said the city was going to 
contact other cities about street ownership. Board Member 
Joe Rush said the board is prevented from disposing of 
property without receiving fair market value, which would 
be expensive.
 Thatcher said the city is budgeting only 50 percent 
of the cost of city streetlights. Board Member Clayton 
Holland said it was well understood last year that the board 
made only a one-year commitment to donate funds equal 
to	half	the	cost	of	streetlights	until	the	City	Council	figured	
out how it was going to pay for them. 
 Meek said the city wanted the “same agreement” it 
had with the board and it would pay its 50 percent and the 
board would pay its 50 percent. John Braden said the board 
should not be swayed by a semantic tactic because the 
Country Club has no “50 percent” of the bill because the 
streetlights are entirely the city’s responsibility.
 Wilke noted the city budgeted for only 50 percent 
before telling the board that was what was intended.

 Dean said Police Chief Tammy Taylor informed 
her that Ryan Alberg, the city’s volunteer emergency 
management director, secured a grant from Central 
Jackson County Fire Protection District for a new 
severe weather siren and determined the best location 
was next to the tennis courts.

 Board Member Wes Knox asked what was the 
procedure if a neighbor’s sewer grinder pump alarm 
sounded repeatedly. He was told to contact the city 
Water and Sewer Department or Alderman Bob 
Seago, who is in charge of the department.

Treasurer’s Report:	Treasurer	Hap	Graff	said	
Evergy utility payments are to be changed to direct 
debits to eliminate the large number of small checks 
for the board’s separate Evergy accounts.
	 Graff	said	the	Lake	Office	has	eliminated	all	cash	
transactions	and	petty	cash.	The	office	accepts	checks,	
money orders, debit and credit cards. There is a fee to 
pay with a card that is passed on to the resident.

Budget Committee.	Graff	asked	subcommittee	
chairmen to submit their proposed budgets for 2021 
by Oct. 1. He said he would meet Oct. 2 and 16 
with accountant Rick Wesemann to prepare a draft 
budget for review by the Budget Committee of 
property owners. The committee is to meet Oct. 22 
to prepare recommendations to be returned to the 
board and submitted to the property owners Budget 
Meeting on Dec. 10.

Unpaid assessments.	Graff	recommended	the	board	hire	
lawyer Jonathan Zerr to handle collections of past due 
assessments for eight properties owing between $2,000 and 
$18,000 for a total of $72,000 in delinquent assessments. 
He said Zerr, who represents 70 homeowners associations, 
would update liens on the properties, contact those 
property owners and explore foreclosure on delinquent 
properties.	The	board	passed,	13-0,	a	motion	by	Graff	to	
hire Zerr.

Employee retirement.	Graff	said	the	board	in	the	past	
has	funded	a	simplified	employee	pension	(SEP)	plan	for	
employee	retirement,	rather	than	a	401(k)	plan.	An	SEP	is	a	
qualified	retirement	plan	set	up	as	an	individual	retirement	
account	(IRA)	in	an	employee’s	name.	Graff	said	he	was	
working out details for Maintenance Coordinator Matt 
Kempf	with	his	financial	planner.
	 Graff	subsequently	reported	it	had	been	determined	that	
if an SEP is provided to one employee, it must be provided 
to other eligible employees who had worked for the 
Country Club from 2018. As a result, the board approved,

See Board, Page 7.

Lake Board questions feasibility of city road takeover
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13-0,	a	motion	by	Graff	to	make	
SEP payments of $210.40 to Laney 
Bedsworth and $10 to Sarah Webster.

Accounts.	Graff	reported	CD	rates	
are still low so the board has money 
sitting in low income accounts until 
interest rates increase. 

Property tax appeals. President Dean 
said the Country Club still awaited a 
property tax bill based on the reduced 
valuations for Country Club properties 
whose valuations were appealed.

Unemployment. Dean reported a 
water	patrolman	from	2019	filed	
a claim for unemployment. That 
individual	was	offered	a	position	and	
refused. The claim was denied with 
the state. 

Financial statement.	Graff	said	
the board probably is spending 
$103,000 less than planned in the 
current year. However, he said, in 
about four categories, the board 
would be spending about $5,000 
more than intended, so net spending 
would be about $83,000 less than 
planned. President Dean said the four 
categories were Legal, Water Patrol, 
mowing and the SEP retirement 
program.

Citizen of the Year gala: President 
Dean asked if the board would like 
to donate to the Truman Heartland 
Community Foundation, which was 
honoring Brad Cloverdyke, a city 
alderman and former board member 
and president, as Citizen of the Year. 
The donation would be in lieu of 
purchasing a table at the foundation 
gala, as the event is to be “virtual” this 
year due to the pandemic.
	 Treasurer	Hap	Graff	said	the	
board’s accountant said the board, 
as	a	non-profit	organization,	cannot	
contribute	to	another	non-profit	
organization. As an alternative, Board 
Member Jennifer Moran made a 
motion to donate $500 for food and 
beverages at a satellite event for 

Cloverdyke sponsored by the city, 
as well as sponsoring a page in the 
newsletter recognizing Cloverdyke. 
The board approved the motion, 11-2 
with 1 abstention.
 
Docks and Waterfront: Board 
Member Brian Smith thanked 
everyone for their help with clean up 
on Aug. 29 after the storm. He also 
reported several loose docks. He said 
two	situations	had	been	rectified;	one	
remained	to	be	fixed.

78-A. Smith submitted an application 
by	Barry	Kaseff	to	install	an	
underground electric dog fence on 
Country Club lakefront property at 78-
A.	Board	Member	Hap	Graff	expressed	
concern that such a fence should be set 
back from the shoreline so dogs do not 
interfere with residents’ passage along 
the lakefront on the Country Club’s 
common	property.	Graff	made	a	motion	
to approve the fence if the cable was 
installed 15 feet from the shoreline.
 Discussion included concern about 
setting a precedent of installing fences 
on Country Club property as well as 
a desire to see what the city should 
decide about such fences in updated 
fencing ordinances.
 The motion failed, 3-9 with 2 
abstentions. President Dean said 
Kaseff	could	resubmit	a	request	after	
the city acts on its ordinances.

78-A. Smith submitted an application 
by	Kaseff	for	a	variance	to	install	a	

boatlift next to a 29-foot-wide dock 
with less than 8 feet of room to the 
next dock. The previous owner had a 
variance for a boatlift in that spot, but 
it was removed. No motion to approve 
was made. 
	 Kaseff	said	he	was	disappointed	
in the board’s decision and frustrated 
to see how many variances have 
been approved around the lake while 
he was denied one. President Dean 
said	the	board	is	a	fluid	group	of	15	
people and this board has its own 
guiding principles and interpretation 
of the rules and cannot be compared 
to or measured against actions of past 
boards. 

74-B. Smith submitted a request from 
Jason Heslop to plant vinca ground 
cover instead of grass between his 
new seawall and new retaining wall 
on the Country Club lakefront at 74-B. 
The board passed, 13-0, a motion by 
Smith to allow the planting with the 
condition that a silt fence be included 
for erosion control.

48-A. Smith submitted an application 
from Chris and Cammie Turner to 
reduce the amount of paving on the 
Country Club lakefront at 48-A. Smith 
said the applicants proposed to shorten 
their stone-paved patio by 5 feet 
back to near their property line and 
to replace a wide concrete sidewalk 
to their dock with a narrow walk of 
paving stones. The board passed,

See Lake, Page 8.

Board rejects request for renewed boatlift variance

Budget Committee to meet Oct. 22 via Zoom
	 Country	Club	Treasurer	Hap	Graff	scheduled	
a meeting Oct. 22 of the Country Club Budget 
Committee, which is to draft a Country Club 
budget for 2021. The committee is to meet at 6 p.m. 
Thursday, Oct. 22, via Zoom video conference.
 The committee of property owners reviews budget 
requests submitted by chairmen of the Lake Board’s 
various subcommittees in order to draft a proposed 
budget that the Lake Board reviews and submits for approval at the annual 
Property Owners Meeting, scheduled for 7 p.m. Dec. 10 at the Clubhouse.
 The Zoom link for the Budget Committee meeting will be posted on the 
Residents of Lake Tapawingo Facebook page or may be obtained by e-mail 
request	to	the	Lake	Office	at	office@laketapawingomo.com.
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Paid for by Dolan for Missouri, Sonci Bleckinger, Treasurer.

SUPPORT OUR SCHOOLS

RHONDA’S PRIORITIES

GOVERNMENT TRANSPARENCY

PROTECT OUR FAMILIES 

VOTE FOR YOUR
NEIGHBOR NOV. 3RD!

for STATE REPRESENTATIVE

Rhonda

Continued from Page 7.
13-0, a motion by Smith to approve 
the application with a condition that 
debris be removed.

Storage Lots: Board Member Gary 
Mallen said Board Member Kim 
McReynolds had distributed new 
inventory stickers to owners of about 
10 percent of the boats in the A and B 
Block Boat lots. He said distribution 
had been hindered by unplanned 
Lake	Office	closures.	He	said	a	new	
database is being developed of boats 
and trailers in the lots.

Lake Office: President Dean reported 
Office	Manager	Chelsey	Lauer	
resigned from the position without 
notice and that Board Members Sarah 
Wilke, Jennifer Moran and Kim 
McReynolds had helped her operate 
the	office.
 Dean subsequently reported 181 
job applications were received for the 
Lake	office	manager	position.	She	

said interviews were being conducted 
and	it	appeared	a	well-qualified	
candidate should be found soon.  
She said one is particularly being 
sought	with	experience	in	financial	
reports and QuickBooks accounting 
software.
	 Dean	said	Evergy	shut	off	Lake	
Office	lights	for	five	days	because	
the bill for security lights in the silt 
basin had not been paid for two years 
because Evergy had disconnected 
them.
 Wilke presented a job description 
for Water Patrol employees. The 
board passed, 14-0, a motion by 
Board Member Gary Mallen to 
approve. 
	 Board	Member	Hap	Graff	and	
President Dean thanked McReynolds 
and Moran for working in the Lake 
Office	during	the	lack	of	an	office	
manager.
  Dean said masks are mandatory 
in	the	Lake	Office,	Clubhouse	and	
Shelterhouse. She said the board 

would continue to meet via Zoom 
video conference during October.

Rules and Regulations: President 
Dean said a citation was being issued 
to Jason and Janet Eaves, 24 Beach, 
for failure to remove a fence from 
Country Club lakefront at 24-B. Dean 
said subsequent citations would be 
issued when the compliance date is 
passed until the fence is removed or 
the Eaveses lose their Lake privileges.

Water Patrol: Board Member Wes 
Knox said Labor Day weekend was 
busy for the Water Patrol, including a 
number of boaters who required tows 
due to breakdowns. He and President 
Dean discussed extending the water 
patrol one more weekend as long as 
fast boating weather persisted. 
 At the subsequent meeting, Knox 
said the Water Patrol was terminated 
for the year due to cooler weather. 
However, he said a number of rules

See Clubhouse, Page 9.

Lake	Office	manager	candidates	interviewed
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violations still occurred, including 
boats	towing	people	without	flags	and	
unattended	fishing	poles	on	docks.	He	
said he would contact Maintenance 
Coordinator Matt Kempf about 
winterizing the patrol boats.

Lake Environment: Board Member 
Renny Buckaloo said there had 
been a lot of water quality testing 
due to rains this year and a lot of 
additional supplies used. He said the 
invasive species quarantine period for 
September remained at 14 days and 
October would be 21 days.
 John Braden asked for upcoming 
invasive species training dates for 
publication in the Lake Tapawingo 
News. Dr. Buckaloo said training is 
scheduled for the third Saturdays in 
October, November, and January.

Maintenance: Board Member Joe 
Rush reported that Maintenance 
Coordinator Matt Kempf was asked 
by a resident’s tree company to be 
prepared to remove a fallen tree at 
54-A by water if needed. The board 
agreed this was the responsibility of 
the homeowner, not the board and it 
appeared the tree could be removed 
via the resident’s property.
 Rush also noted that the part time 
maintenance employee has not shown 
up for work the past week and a half. 
 Rush said Underground Plumbing 
would begin work in a couple of 
weeks	to	fix	drainage	grates	that	are	

below the road grade. President Dean 
said the contractor needed to submit a 
contract document for approval.
 Rush reported that electrician 
Mike Cloyde persuaded Evergy to 
connect Lease Lot security lights to a 
streetlight connection. The lights had 
been disconnected since the silt basin 
was built.

Pathways: Board Member Brian 
Smith said he had Maintenance 
Coordinator Matt Kempf remove 
a wooden platform bridge from a 
ditch on the lakefront at 48-D that 
was installed without permission by 
a second-tier owner at 78-D, for a 
golf cart to cross. He said the cart 
also caused damage to the pathway 
between 48 and 49-D.
 Smith said the owner of the golf 
cart would be asked to make pathway 
repairs. He said neighbors also 
complained the cart was parked on the 
lakefront for longer than the one hour 
allowed by Lake rules. Board Member 
Clayton Holland said he would like to 
see some rule changes and additions 
for golf cart usage on pathways.

Clubhouse: President Dean asked 
the board to consider imposing an 
additional cleaning fee on Clubhouse 
renters due to the need to sanitize 
the facility against COVID-19 
contamination between rentals.
 She added that two community 
groups have been using the Clubhouse 
at no charge and not replacing tables 

and chairs and the kitchen has not 
been cleaned. She said the Country 
Club currently absorbs the cleaning 
charges. She said she refunded the rent 
paid by one renter because they had 
to clean the facility themselves upon 
their arrival. 
 The board passed, 13-0, a motion 
by Board Member Kim McReynolds 
to assess up to a $75 fee to make 
sure the Clubhouse is cleaned. Dean 
said an exact cost for the additional 
cleaning would be obtained from the 
cleaning person.
 Board Member Renny Buckaloo 
asked board permission for a 
local Scout troop to meet in the 
Shelterhouse at no charge since their 
neighborhood church meeting place 
was closed due to the pandemic. He 
asked that they also be allowed to 
use Clubhouse bathrooms and, as the 
weather turns colder, they be allowed 
to use the Clubhouse.
 Buckaloo said it is a group of eight 
younger	boys	and	five	parents.	He	said	
he would be responsible for any fees 
for cleaning. The board passed, 13-0, 
a motion by Board Member Wes Knox 
to approve the request.

Parks and Beautification: Board 
Member Steve Meek said he was 
attempting to contact relatives of people 
named on memorial stones placed in 
Liberty Gardens without permission. 

Official Country Club minutes may be 
read at the Lake Office.

Clubhouse COVID-19 cleaning fee established

 Lake Tapawingo Women’s Club Scholarship 
applications	are	now	available	at	the	Lake	Office	and	
will be posted on the Blue Springs High School website.
 Go to bshs.bssd.net and click on Academics and 
Counseling, then Local Scholarships.
 Each year, two $1,000 college/advanced education 
scholarships	are	presented	to	qualified	Lake	Tapawingo	
high school seniors by the Women’s Club.
 Transcripts, cover letter, application form, and results 
of ACT or SAT scores are required. Applicants will be 
contacted by the Scholarship Committee for interviews.
 To be considered, applications are due no later 
than 6 p.m., Feb. 15, 2021. Please submit to: Niki 

Pitts, 4 Clipper Drive, Lake 
Tapawingo, MO 64015.
 Applicants must be 
from property-owning Lake 
Tapawingo households 
(not	rental)	and	have	lived	
in Lake Tapawingo City 
Limits for a period of at 
least 12 consecutive months 
previous to and adjacent to the 
scholarship award date.
 If there are any questions, 

please	call	or	text	Niki	Pitts	at	(618)	779-7773.

Women’s Club scholarship applications available
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Congratulations!
to

Brad Cloverdyke
Lake Tapawingo

Citizen of the Year!
At the annual Toast to Our Towns Gala (held virtually this year) Brad 
was recognized Sept. 26 as the Lake’s Citizen of the Year, one of seven 
people honored by the Truman Heartland Foundation for serving their 
communities.

A Lake resident since he was a child, Brad currently is a city alderman and is a former member and 
president of the Lake Tapawingo Country Club Board. Brad volunteers in worthy causes for our 
wider community, is an all-around Lake sportsman and is the Lake’s “tree guy,” promoting care of the 
community’s green spaces.

Although he’s soft-spoken, his words are delivered with a 
smile and win respect in whatever venue he participates. 
In dealing with difficult issues, Brad’s words and actions 
generate light instead of heat.

As then-Lake Board president, Brad summed up that 
philosophy:

“It is our sense of community and common bond that can do 
so much to keep us looking forward to a positive future. As 
citizens of what I believe is a great community, when we are tempted to criticize or complain, let’s 
make an effort to either seek to understand or, even better, ask ‘How can I help?’”

With heartfelt respect, we again offer congratulations to Brad Cloverdyke, Lake Tapawingo Citizen of 
the Year!

Board of Directors
Lake Tapawingo Country Club
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WE’RE LOOKIN’ FOR WINTER WORK!

By Mayor Tom Goddard
 Brad Cloverdyke, a lifelong 
Lake resident, was honored 
Saturday evening, Sept. 26, as Lake 
Tapawingo’s Truman Heartland 
Foundation Citizen of the Year!
 A small group of family and 
friends gathered Saturday at City Hall 
for an online watch party to share his 
receiving the award by a “virtual” 
Toast of Our Towns Gala.
 Brad has served our community 
for six years on the Country Club 
Board, four of which he was 
president. He is currently in his 
third year as a member of the City 
Council. He has also worked on 
numerous boards and commissions 
in the Greater Kansas City 

community. He is presently Board 
President of Children International, 
a	non-profit	that	serves	children	in	
poverty in 10 countries. Brad also 
volunteers as a classroom aide at the 
Genesis School. Congratulations on 
your award Brad! We are proud of 
you!

Missouri is COVID-19 hot spot

 As of Sept. 23, the State of 
Missouri	ranked	fifth	in	the	country	
in new COVID-19 cases. St. Louis 
County, Jackson County and Greene 
County lead the state in new cases. 

The President’s Commission on the 
Pandemic has recommended that 
Missouri have a mask mandate at all 
times.
 Our governor continues to refuse 
to order a mandate and has refused to 
always wear a mask in public. This 
week	both	the	governor	and	the	first	
lady tested positive for COVID-19! 
While we wish both of them a speedy 
recovery, it just proves that the virus is 
still out there and anyone can catch it 
at any time. 
 Please wear a mask, social 
distance and wash your hands 
frequently!

Throw a shoe at “McCue” 
 With the cooler weather, 
horseshoes have really been popular 
on Tuesday evenings at the McCue 
(formerly	Swenson)	Sports	Complex!	
Dennis and Jake Reed and Brandon 
Jackley are some of the new people 
that have joined our group this year. We 
will continue to pitch on Tuesdays at 6 
p.m. and our tournament will begin at 
10 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 31, at 7 Beach. 
It should be a great tournament!

MAYOR’S MINUTES

Cloverdyke honored at City Hall ‘satellite’ gala

Photos by Paul Blixrud
TUNED IN -- A satellite watch party at City Hall was linked via Internet 
video hookup to the Toast of Our Towns Gala to honor Lake Citizen of 
the Year Brad Cloverdyke, seated in front of the city flag.

Mayor Tom Goddard, left, presents 
the Citizen of the Year trophy to 
Brad Cloverdyke.
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 The Board of Aldermen of the city of Lake 
Tapawingo met Sept. 3 and 9 at the Clubhouse. Mayor 
Tom Goddard presided.

Visitors: Jan Baldwin, 9 Anchor; Lake Board President 
Jayme Dean, 62 Beach; Jody Goddard, 5 Beach; Julie 
Magel, 14 Anchor; Steve Meek, 203 Anchor; Charlie 
Plank, 38 Dockside; John Braden, 45 Anchor.

Property tax levy hearing: Mayor Goddard convened 
a public hearing on setting the property tax rate for the 
coming year. City Clerk Paul Blixrud explained Bill No. 
1209 Ordinance No. 1004: An Ordinance Levying an 
Assessment upon the Real and Personal Property Situated 
within the Corporate Boundaries of Lake Tapawingo, Mo.
 Goddard said the tax rate would be about 1 cent 
higher per $100 of assessed valuation than 2019.
 Blixrud said he received the city’s 2020 assessed 
valuation	from	the	Jackson	County	Clerk’s	office	and	
submitted	that	information	to	the	State	Auditor’s	office	
which, in turn, provided the levy rates that the city must 
approve. Blixrud said last year, 2019, the city’s assessed 
valuation	was	$21,458,465	(up	17	percent	from	2018)	and	
the current 2020 assessed valuation is $21,343,638, down 
slightly from 2019, as determined by the county assessor. 
 Mayor Goddard said it was thought the assessed 
valuation was down slightly due to recent property owner 
appeals of increased valuations to the Jackson County 
Assessment Department and Board of Equalization.
 Blixrud said the general operating tax rate is capped 
at $1 per $100 of assessed valuation but varies based 
on the assessed valuation as provided by the county. As 
assessed	valuations	go	up	(typically	but	not	always),	the	
tax	rate	allowed	by	the	State	Auditor’s	office	goes	down	
to provide a consistent revenue base to the city from year 
to year. Conversely, if the assessed valuation were to go 
down, the tax rate would increase as long as it does not 
exceed the $1 per $100 of assessed valuation.
 Blixrud said the 2020 rates per $100 of assessed 
valuation are:
-- $0.7999 for general operating, compared to $0.7873 
for 2019 and $0.9272 for 2018 and 2017 (originally 
approved	by	voters	in	2014	at	$1);
-- $1.50 for debt service, equal to last year and compared 
to $1.80 for 2018 and 2017, in year six of 10 to retire the 
$2.6 million in general obligation bonds for the water 
main replacement project.
 The total levy for 2020 would be $2.2999 per $100 
of assessed valuation, compared to $2.2873 in 2019, 
$2.7272 in 2018 and $3.005 in 2017.
 Following discussion, the council unanimously approved 
a motion by Alderman Steve Magel to end the public hearing.
 The council voted, 6-0, to approve motions by 
Alderman	Brad	Cloverdyke	on	first	reading	and	Magel	

on second reading to approve Bill No. 1209 Ordinance 
No. 1004: An Ordinance Levying an Assessment upon 
the Real and Personal Property Situated within the 
Corporate Boundaries of Lake Tapawingo, Mo.

Noise Control: Alderman Steve Magel presented a 
draft of a noise control ordinance conforming to a City 
Council decision Aug. 6, Bill 1210 Ordinance 1005: An 
Ordinance Amending the City Code Related to Noise 
Control. The proposed ordinance would change the noise 
ordinance, Chapter 222, Section 222.040, to restrict 
operation of any tools or equipment used in construction, 
drilling or demolition work to 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday 
through Friday and 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday and Sunday.
 The council voted, 6-0, to approve a motion by 
Alderman Tom Rodenberg to amend the proposed ordinance 
to change numbering. The council then approved, 6-0, a

See City, Page 15.

CITY COUNCIL REPORT

City approves slight property tax increase

By John Braden
BIG HONKIN’ SIREN -- Workers complete installation of 
a new severe weather siren on Anchor Lane next to the 
tennis courts. Ryan Alberg, 15 Anchor, the city’s volunteer 
emergency management director, secured a grant from 
Central Jackson County Fire Protection District for the 
siren, which was tested with a brief “whoop.”
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motion by Magel to advance the 
ordinance	on	first	reading.	Second	
reading	and	final	action	were	
scheduled for the Oct. 1 meeting.

Building: Alderman Steve Magel 
distributed a work sheet as a starting 
point for discussion to revise city 
building codes on fences.
 Magel noted Alderman Tom 
Rodenberg proposed modifying the 
ordinance that requires a stake survey 
for fences to say a survey “may” be 
required because the city has not 
been requiring them in all cases. 
City Clerk Paul Blixrud said stake 
surveys have not been required when 
there is adequate existing boundary 
documentation	that	satisfies	the	
building inspector, including those for 
utilities or among property records 
held by the Country Club.
 Magel also proposed adding 
language that would allow electronic 
underground dog fences on owners’ 
property and requiring they meet 
all setback requirements. He said 
homeowners should not be allowed 
to extend their underground dog 
fences onto others’ property.
 Fence height would continue to 
be restricted to 4 feet. Additionally, 
Magel proposed language that would 
prevent fences being erected on 
walls or berms, which could allow a 
fence to extend higher than 4 feet.
 The current ordinance treats 
fences on all residential tiers the same 
in limiting them to wire mesh, wood, 
iron or composite materials that will 
not block any view of the lake. Magel 
proposed	differing	treatment	of	first-
tier	(lakefront)	from	the	upper	tiers.
 The proposal would limit fence 
materials	on	first	tier	to	wrought	
iron, steel and aluminum decorative 
panels with 3.5-inch minimum and 
4-inch maximum spacing between 
vertical “pickets.” Other tiers would 
be allowed wrought iron, steel, 
aluminum decorative panels and 
wood with maximum 4-inch spacing 
(no	minimum	spacing	stated)	of	
vertical “pickets,” or chain link.

 Alderman John Sellars questioned 
prohibiting	wood	fences	on	first	tier.	
Alderman Brad Cloverdyke said fences 
all	look	different	on	the	lakefront	
and that improving uniformity on the 
lakefront would look better.
 Mayor Goddard objected to 
eliminating wood and plastic fences on 
first	tier	as	well	as	requiring	minimum	
spacing between verticals. He called 
those “huge” changes and said the 
public should be involved in the process. 
He also noted the vertical “picket” 
requirement would prohibit rail fences, 
including the rail fence in front of his 
house. Magel said Goddard’s longtime 
fence, which also is built closer to the 
road than current ordinances allow, is 
actually a landscape feature rather than 
serving as a fence.
 Cloverdyke said he and 
Alderman Charlie Cruit met 
with Lake Board members as the 
Municipal Committee and discussed 
differences	on	fence	issues.	He	said	
the aldermen suggested reinstating 
spacing between fence “pickets” on 
first	tier,	similar	to	original	Country	
Club requirements, and the Lake 
Board members on the panel agreed.
 Goddard said there is no problem 
with requiring picket spacing in fences 
parallel to the lake. However, he said 
there is a dog problem in an area of 
the lake with dogs running at children 
and scaring them as they walk toward 
the lake on the other side of fences that 

are not solid. He said people should 
have the option of putting solid fences 
between houses. Chief Tammy Taylor 
said there are issues with dogs that 
can put their heads through spaces 
in fences and can jump a 4-foot-tall 
fence. She said allowing solid fences 
along walkways made sense.
 Magel again noted the proposals 
were designed to begin discussion 
and asked aldermen to send him 
comments on the proposals to assist 
in drafting a new ordinance.
 The mayor said Jason and Janet 
Eaves, 24 Beach, came to the city 
with a request for a permit for a 
temporary wire garden fence and that 
the	city	does	not	have	a	definition	of	
a temporary fence, so maybe it should 
consider one. Goddard added the 
fence has been up for a year, so it’s 
likely no longer a “temporary” fence.
 “The issue is the Country Club 
thinks it’s on their property,” he said.
 On July 6, the Lake Board had 
voted, 0-11 with 2 abstentions, to 
reject the Eaves’ request to keep the 
fence they had installed on Country 
Club lakefront, 10 to 12 feet past the 
residents’ property line.
 Goddard said, at City Attorney 
Paul Campo’s suggestion, the city 
would leave the matter alone until the 
issue is resolved between the Eaveses 
and the Country Club. Goddard said 
he looked at the fence and there was

See Mayor:, Page 17.

City sets interim fence rules; COVID delays hearings 
 

Horseshoe Tournament, 10 a.m. Oct. 31
 Horseshoe impresario Tom 
Goddard announced a Halloween 
horseshoe tournament starting 
at 10 a.m. Oct. 31 at the “McCue 
Sports Complex” -- the horseshoe 
pit at 7 Beach.
 Goddard said horseshoes 
also will be tossed at 6 p.m. every 
Tuesday night through October. 
No fees, just 
come join the fun. 
For information, 
contact Goddard at 
228-2738.



Lake Tapawingo News • October 2020

Page 16

Lake Resident

WWW.GREGSTIRE.COM



Lake Tapawingo News • October 2020

Page 17

Continued from Page 15.
no way he could tell whose property it 
was on and it would require a survey.
 The mayor expressed concern 
that the process to amend the fence 
ordinances would require submission of 
a proposal to the Zoning Commission, 
which would have to hold a public 
hearing and make recommendations 
to the City Council, which also would 
have to hold a public hearing.
 Goddard said Coronavirus cases 
were spiking in the area and it is not 
known whether six or 60 people would 
show up to a hearing. Therefore, he 
said, it’s possible the city does not 
have the facilities to safely conduct a 
public hearing while maintaining social 
distancing. He suggested the entire 
matter be put on hold until the city can 
be assured people can meet safely.
 Goddard said Campo suggested the 
city could drop the previously approved 
90-day moratorium on fence permits 
pending a new ordinance, set temporary 
fence requirements until a public 
hearing is considered safe, and pick and 
choose what to allow in the interim. 
The moratorium, approved in August, 
would run from Aug. 6 to Nov. 4.
 Goddard said in addition to 
24 Beach, he had two more fence 
requests, but spacing of pickets was 
not an issue in either of those.
 After discussion, the council 
passed, 6-0, a motion by Alderman 
Bob Seago to drop the moratorium but 
postpone public hearings on a fence 
ordinance until the end of the year and, 
in	the	interim,	allow	fences	on	first	tier	
of wood, aluminum, iron or composite 
materials, but no chain link or wire 
mesh, of vertical “pickets” a minimum 
of 3.5-inch and maximum of 4-inch 
spacing, no taller than 4 feet. Fence 
requirements on the upper tiers would 
remain unchanged. Goddard said if 
a resident wanted something outside 
those requirements, such as a solid 
fence, they would have to wait until an 
ordinance were passed.

Municipal Committee: Alderman 
Brad Cloverdyke said the joint City-
Lake Board Municipal Committee 

discussed the process for building 
permits and decided that the city 
would advise contractors or property 
owners	of	issues	affected	by	Country	
Club regulation and that the Lake 
Board	also	would	be	notified.	
 Cloverdyke said fence codes also 
were discussed and that the committee 
briefly	discussed	streetlights	and	how	
to proceed with funding.
 The alderman said the panel 
also discussed the city taking 
responsibility for the roads, which 
are owned by the Country Club. He 
said there needs to be understanding 
what state and federal money might 
be available to the city if it were to 
take over roads and whether it would 
be	a	net	benefit	to	the	community.

Mayor: Mayor Goddard complained 
about recent discussion about 
remaining building-related language 
in the Lake Tapawingo Country Club 
Original Deed and Covenants. He 
said building regulation was turned 
over to the city years ago and the 
Country Club should leave it alone 
and let City Clerk Paul Blixrud and a 
city building inspector deal with it.
 Alderman Steve Magel said 
some building language remained in 
the covenants and the Lake Board 
is obligated to enforce it, whether 
it desires to or not. Goddard said 
Country Club actions only confuse 
who is in charge of building.
 Alderman Brad Cloverdyke said 
in Municipal Committee discussion 
with Lake Board representatives 
there was no confusion about who is 
responsible. He said the city is simply 
to inform the Country Club when 
some building issues might be covered 
by the covenants. He said in the spirit 
of helping the Country Club, the city 
should let the Lake Board know.
 Lake Board Member Steve Meek, 
a member of the joint Municipal 
Committee, said it would be a disservice 
to applicants if the city and the Country 
Club were not on the same page.

 Lake Board President Jayme Dean 
asked Blixrud whether e-mails sent to 

a quorum of City Council members 
were public information under state 
law. Blixrud said they were.

Water and Sewer: Alderman Bob 
Seago said the Water and Sewer 
Department had replaced four sewer 
grinder pumps since the previous 
meeting. He said inventory of grinder 
pumps and water meters is good 
right now. He said nine water meters 
had been replaced since the previous 
meeting in the program to move meters 
from inside homes to outside where 
they are accessible to maintenance.
 Seago said some residents on D 
Block did not want their concrete to 
be cut to allow meter installation, as 
well as one resident not wanting to 
disturb yard pavers. He said a letter 
was sent saying the resident would 
be responsible for any damage 
within the house that might be 
caused by the old meter installation.
 Seago said the builder’s 
subcontractor working on the new 
house at 42 Anchor drove over and 
broke the new sewer line but it was 
repaired	by	the	city	staff	in	short	
order with no leakage into the lake. 
A minimum of leakage went onto the 
side yard, he said.

Police: Chief Tammy Taylor said 
resident Ryan Alberg, who is a volunteer 
serving as the city’s emergency 
management director, secured a grant 
from Central Jackson County Fire 
Protection District for a new severe 
weather siren to be installed on Anchor 
Lane next to the tennis courts. The 
existing siren at the Maintenance 
Building has not worked for years.

Signs and Lights: Alderman Steve 
Magel said Chief Tammy Taylor and 
Officer	Jamie	Arwick	would	examine	
a tentative list of sign and light changes 
and would report at next council 
meeting. Magel said Taylor was able 
to expedite getting Evergy to repair 
streetlights on the dam. He said he was 
still working on getting a streetlight 
deflector	for	a	residence	on	Dockside.

See Council, Page 19.

Mayor: Lake Board confuses building regulation
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The Sky’s The Limit With
Hewitt Floating Docks

hewittrad.com

AUTHORIZED HEWITT DEALER

The dock system  
that works where  

others can’t – Deep 
water and frequently 

changing water levels. 

Hewitt Floating Docks can 
take on al most any size or 

shape and can be expanded  
vertically to include upper  

decks, hip roofs and gable roofs.

                 Visit Your Hewitt Dealer 
                 to find the commercial or  

           residential dock tailored for you.

ENGINEERED AND 
CONSTRUCTED  

TO PROVIDE UNEXCELLED  
PERFORMANCE AND 

DURABILITY

DEALER INQUIRIES
email Charlie at:

Charlie.D@hewittrad.com
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By Shannon Follis
 Happy fall! Summer may have up and left like a bill 
collector was about to knock, but aside from our sudden 
deluge, these past few weeks have been beautiful at the 
Lake. It has been great having the windows open and 
seeing the Halloween decorations going up.
 The September Women’s Club meeting was enjoyable in the 
Shelterhouse. We discussed several exciting upcoming events. 
 School is back in session, and the scholarship committee 
is accepting scholarship applications for 2021 graduating high 
school seniors. Niki Pitts is graciously leading the scholarship 
committee this year. If you will be a graduating senior, see the 
notice on Page 9 and make sure to get your application in. 
 Do you like to walk or run around the Lake? Enjoy seeing 
your neighbors out and about in our lovely community? Join the 
Women’s Club Costume 5K and Kids Walk as a participant or 
a spectator on Oct. 24. Dress up in a spooktacular costume (you 
already	have	a	mask	or	two)	and	walk	or	run	the	mapped	out	5K.
 Not a runner or a walker? Dress up yourself, and cheer 
on participants from your driveway or porch. The more the 
merrier and a great way to have some socially distanced fun and 
neighborly interaction. There will also be a shorter kids route.
 The event will commence with check-in at 9:30 a.m. 
at the Shelterhouse, with a socially distanced costume 
contest,	apple	donuts,	and	cider.	See	the	included	flier	for	
additional information. We are also looking for volunteers 

to help with the running of the Costume 5K. Please contact 
Lisa	Hodges,	728-3230,	or	Shannon	Follis,	Sfollis0723@
gmail.com, if you would like to volunteer at the event. 
 Love the chilly weather but wish you had some cozy 
Lake clothes for those nighttime boat rides around the 
lake? We have you covered, literally. The Women’s Club 
will be selling Lake Tapawingo long-sleeved shirts and 
hoodies. Further details on the release of the long-sleeved 
shirts and hoodies will be shared once we get them in. 
 We are also working out how and if we can do a 
socially distanced senior Thanksgiving luncheon and 
Women’s Club Christmas event. We are hoping to share 
our plans for these events in next month’s newsletter. 
 Please join us at our next Women’s Club meeting at 
7 p.m. Oct. 15 at the Clubhouse. Until then, we hope you 
stay well and can’t wait to see you out and about the Lake 
and at the upcoming Costume 5K. 

Lake Tapawingo
Costume 5K

and Kids Run

�����������������������������������������������������
�����	�

Saturday, October 19th

����������	�����������������������	���	����������

Register by
October 5th!!Wear your best

costume & r
ace!

���������������
������������������

���������������������
	�
������������	��������������������

��������������	����������

�������	�����������

Continued from Page 17.
Executive session: Mayor Goddard 
rescheduled a closed executive session 
from Sept. 3 to Sept. 9 due to an error 
in the applicable Sunshine Law citation 
listed in the meeting agenda. At the end 
of the open Sept. 9 meeting, the council 
voted, 6-0, to approve a motion by 
Alderman Steve Magel to adjourn the 
open meeting and reconvene in closed 
executive session pursuant to Missouri 
Sunshine Law Sections 610.021.13, 
personnel records.
 After discussion, the council 
passed, 6-0, a motion by Magel 
to increase the hourly pay rate of 
Building	Official	Kip	Thomas	to	$30.	
The council had voted in August to 
hire Thomas at $25 to succeed the 
late John Drake, before discussing a 
specific	pay	rate	with	Thomas.
 After discussion, the council 
passed, 5-1, a motion by Alderman 
Brad Cloverdyke to increase Chief 
Tammy Taylor’s annual pay 3.3 

percent to $58,000.
 The council then passed, 6-0, a 
motion by Alderman Bob Seago to 
adjourn the closed session.

Financial: Alderman John Sellars 
and City Clerk Paul Blixrud said new 
gWorks accounting software was 
being installed and was expected to 
go live in the following week. Sellars 
said the city also should consider 
developing an investment policy to 
earn interest on city funds.

Fund transfers: The council 
approved a motion by Alderman 
Brad Cloverdyke for money transfers 
among	funds.	The	report	reflects	the	
closing of most accounts related to 
the changeover to gWorks accounting 
software. City Clerk Paul Blixrud 
said auditor Butch Beeman of Troutt, 
Beeman & Co. said the city only 
needed two actual bank accounts 
now, Debt and General Operation.

Transfers approved:
-- $42,901.01 Little Blue Valley 
Sewer District Account to Operating 
Account, close account
-- $4,415.15 Grinder Pump Account to 
Operating, close account
-- $39,103.84 Police Fund Account 
to Operating, close account pending 
final	automatic	fuel	tax	payment	from	
Missouri Department of Revenue
-- $3,238.49 Police Training Account 
to Operating, close account
-- $4,137.68	Police	Officer	Standards	
and Training Account to Operating, 
close account
-- $420,149.12 Sewer/Water 
Maintenance Account to Operating, 
close account
-- $40,494.09 Utility Department 
Account to Operating, close account
-- $73,497.84 Water/Trash Account to 
Operating, close account.

Official city minutes may be read at 
City Hall or on the city Internet site, 
www.laketapawingomo.org.

Council	confirms	new	building	official’s	pay	rate

WOMEN’S CLUB NEWS

Volunteers, participants invited for Oct. 24 Costume run
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SAVE MONEY 

Right Coverage and Right Price 
Tips for Saving Money—Insurance  
Review every renewal received and shop for the best deal. 

Q: But I don’t have time to shop my insurance. 
A: Let us shop for you.  We have access to many different companies, not just one. 

Q: Insurance is confusing.  A real hassle. 
A: With 36 years experience we can help coach you, making it understandable and easy. 

Q: I hate calling “an 800” number or talking with someone different every time. 
A: Not with us!  Local, available and committed to you and the Lake community.  

Premier Network                            
Kevin Hornick Agency 

Personal Insurance Coach 
No one likes to pay insurance premiums.  So why pay so 
much for something you may not want or need? 

As an Independent Brooker we provide options for you 
which result in savings without giving up coverage.  

Most agents have one policy, we have a portfolio of 
companies (20plus) who want to bid for your business!   

Lake Resident
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By John Nicol
 Vernon McGuire would have been proud of the 
innovative 2020 Fish Fry that carries his name. A resilient 
Sportsmen’s Club crew carried out President Jim Clarke’s 
answer to COVID-19 serving limitations by setting up 
shelters in front of the storage building to do the cooking, 
pay at one end and hand out take-home dinners at the other.
 Without using the Shelterhouse, this 
approach limited the number of Lake 
folks who came at one time but not the 
amount of dinners provided, which was 
147, as many orders were for family 
multiple meals.
 Thanks to all who came and who 
enjoyed	great	fried	fish,	hush	puppies,	
onion rings, French fries, coleslaw and corn on the cob. 
The masked men who made it all work included expert fry 
cooks Jim Clarke, John Harrison, Jeremy Cumberford, Scott 
Rhodes and Tyler Follis; Treasurer Chuck Welch; and gloved 
servers, cutting and breading specialists Barnard Wilson, Dale 
Blanchard, Matt Quinn and John Nicol; ice man Joe Rush and 
impresario Mike Cloyde. A special thanks to Patty Fedo for 
again providing her amazing hush puppies.
 Coupled with good weather, the sixth annual Vernon 
McGuire Fish Fry was another success while working with 
the restrictions. 

Club scholarship payments outlined

 At the Sept. 8 regular meeting, Treasurer Chuck Welch 
made	a	strong	financial	report,	noting	the	not-for-profit	filing	
with the State of Missouri was completed for another year.
	 In	response	to	calls	to	the	Lake	Office	asking	when	
Sportsmen’s Club scholarship payments would be made, it 
was noted they are made annually to the school (not directly 
to	the	student)	at	the	end	of	the	first	week	in	August,	after	
fireworks	proceeds	are	reconciled.	A	reference	line	is	to	be	
added to future scholarship application forms.
 First Vice President John Harrison reported the 
membership number remained the same at 156.
 Second Vice President Joe Rush’s focus was the Fish Fry 
final	details,	including	a	solicitation	for	fryers,	need	for	masks,	
and social distancing. Jeremy Cumberford volunteered to 
provide tape for markers. Signs were also discussed.

Lake to be stocked with 140,000 minnows

 Third Vice President Barnard Wilson reported on his 
discussion	with	the	fish	restocking	supplier	about	what	was	
available, timing and cost. While bass were being caught, 
the	current	lake	fish	that	were	mentioned	included	crappie,	
walleye,	perch,	and	what	are	now	large	flathead	catfish	that	
can	consume	most	of	the	other	fish	in	the	lake.
 The best stocking strategy appeared to be providing the 
lowest level of the food chain for crappie -- minnows that 
would	grow	the	current	fish.	A	motion	was	made	by	Mike	
Cloyde to purchase the proposed 140,000 minnows that 
was seconded by John Harrison and passed. A delivery in 
November was proposed.
 Under new business, President Jim Clarke appointed 
Matt Quinn to be the Nominations Committee chairman for 
the	club	officer	election	at	the	October	meeting,	set	for	7	
p.m., Oct. 13 at the Clubhouse. 

SPORTSMEN’S CLUB NEWS

The Plan worked for a fine Fish Fry serving 147 dinners

Photos by John Nicol
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Seawall construction
and more

Eickleberry Concrete
          Seawalls of: 
 -- Concrete with native stone face
 -- Native stone
 -- Viking stone.

	 Concrete	driveways	/	floors	/	patios
Contact Chuck Hailey, (816) 699-5456

Gator Graphics
Custom Aluminum Boat Docks

IF YOU CAN DREAM IT, GATOR CAN BUILD IT.
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Police Reports
Aug. 1-31 July 1-31 June 1-30 May 1-31* March 1-31

Traffic      - Anchor 3 4 3 2 0
 offenses - Beach 3 2 2 0 0
                - Clipper 3 2 7 0 0
                - Dockside 4 6 1 2 0
                - Emerald Shore 1 0 3 0 0
                - Tapawingo Lane 0 0 0 5 0
                - Woods Chapel 0 0 0 4 7
                - U.S. 40 64 59 27 37 20
                - Total 78 73 43 50 27
Warrant arrests 0 5 1 0 4
Arrests 7 10 1 3 6
Felony arrests 0 0 0 0 0
Codes complaints 2 0 2 2 0
Calls for service 35 27 24 26 12
Warnings 40 45 39 38 25
Total                   *No April report 162 160 110 119 74

Tapawingo Police Gazette
PUBLIC SAFETY AND SECURITY

Thanks to those who help and support us

 The	city	has	scheduled	the	year’s	second	offering	of	a	
bulky trash dumpster for use by Lake residents, on Oct. 15 
at City Hall.
 There is to be one dumpster for bulky trash, but not 
allowing yard waste. Unacceptable items for bulky trash 
include	major	appliances,	construction	debris,	firewood,	
paint, motor oil, yard waste, tires, household hazardous 
waste and car parts. Lawn mowers, weed eaters, etc., must 
be emptied of all gasoline and oil.
 Use of the dumpster is restricted to Lake residents. 
Previous	dumpsters	filled	up	quickly	in	June	due	to	
dumping by non-resident family and friends, which is 
prohibited. 

 Anyone who can volunteer to help residents 
needing assistance, please contact City Hall 
at 229-3722. If someone needs assistance 
because they are physically unable to deliver 
bulky trash to the dumpster, please contact 
City Hall.

 The city’s new contract with WCA Waste Corp. calls for 
bulky trash dumpsters to be made available to residents once 
a year, plus a separate bulky trash door-to-door truck route 
once a year in which residents would have to load their own 
trash	on	the	truck.	City	officials	decided	it	was	impractical	for	
residents to wait for a truck to show up so they could load, so 
they substituted a second dumpster event at City Hall instead.

City schedules another Bulky Trash dumpster Oct. 15

By Chief Tammy Taylor
 Thanks to all of you who are following the leash ordinance. 
Our dog complaints have been going down the last few weeks! 
	 In	going	over	the	last	years’	(2019)	newsletters	I	have	
discovered that I have failed to acknowledge our residents 
Nick and Melanie Earhart for their great contribution to the 
Lake Tapawingo Police Department arrest and booking room. 
Nick	and	Melanie	donated	much	needed	office	furniture	and	
we so greatly appreciate it and have put it to use.
 They also spent one Saturday power washing and cleaning 
out gutters at City Hall. My apologies and we do thank you! 
 Thank you to resident Lynn Ayers for coming to the rescue 
and	fixing	the	city’s	mailbox	after	it	was	hit.	You’re	awesome!
 Thanks to all the citizens of Lake Tapawingo for just 
being you! We love the community we represent and the 

community we serve. Thank you for always making us feel 
good about who we are and the job we do!

Fun Facts

	 All	officers	are	required	by	the	state	
of Missouri to attend continuing education 
courses every year in order to keep their state 
license valid and in order to be commissioned 
with	a	department.	The	officers	must	train	in	
five	categories:	Legal	Studies,	Interpersonal	
Perspectives, Technical Studies and Skill Development.
	 If	officers	do	not	meet	the	state’s	requirements	and	
deadlines their licenses are suspended until they become 
compliant.	Officers	will	typically	accumulate	between	30-
100 hours per year of training.
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M e c h a n i c a l  a n d  E l e c t r i c a l  C o n t ra c t o r  
w w w. Pe n n Te c h i n c . c o m            

LOWER utility bills & INCREASE  comfort 

 For a limited time, complete residential system installs include  

10-Year LABOR Warranty  
 

Customer is responsible for PennTech ’s preventive maintenance twice/year.  

LABOR  

• FREE QUOTE!  Get energy-efficient options to upgrade 
your residential HVAC system. 

• REBATE$  Receive a check from KCP&L and Spire Energy 
for qualified equipment. 

(816) 591-8383 
Call PennTech Today! 

Your Blue Springs Heating & Cooling Specialist  
celebrating 10 years of business! 

 

Yo u r  H e a t i n g  &  C o o l i n g  S p e c i a l i s t — P e n n Te c h  ( 8 1 6 )  5 9 1 - 8 3 8 3  
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1

City Council
6 p.m., City Hall

Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

2

 
Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

3

Lake Office: Closed

4

Lake Office: Closed

5

Country Club 
Board, 7 p.m., via 
video conference
 
Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

6

Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

7

Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

8

Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

9

 
Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

10

Lake Office: Closed

11

Lake Office: Closed

12
Columbus Day

 
Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

13

Sportsmen’s Club
7 p.m., Clubhouse 

Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

14

Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

15
Bulky Trash
Dumpster, City Hall

Women’s Club
7 p.m., Clubhouse
Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

16

Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

17
Invasive Species 
Training, 9 a.m. 
Lake Office (pre-
register)

Lake Office: 9 a.m.-11 a.m.

18

Lake Office: Closed

19

Country Club 
Board, 7 p.m., via 
video conference
 
Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

20

Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

21

Municipal court cases 
1:30 p.m., Circuit 
Court, Independence

Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

22
Country Club 
Budget Committee 
6 p.m., via video 
conference
Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

23

 
Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

24
Women’s Club 
Costume 5K Run 
& Walk, 9:30 a.m.
Clubhouse

Lake Office: Closed

25

Lake Office: Closed

26

 
Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

27

 
Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

28

Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

29

Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

30

 
Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

31
Horseshoe Tourney
10 a.m., 7 Beach

Halloween

Lake Office: Closed

October 2020
Offices are staffed during business hours but
only are open to the public* for limited hours:
- 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Monday-Tuesday
- 1 p.m.-5 p.m. Wednesday-Thursday
Country Club Office, 228-3721; City Hall, 229-3722
*Masks and social distancing required.

 The Lake Board is continuing in-
person invasive species training in the 
Lake Office on the third Saturday of 
every month with appropriate COVID-19 
social distancing precautions. Training 
is required before residents may obtain 
boat registration stickers or dock 
permits, or use the lake “for any activity.”
 The Lake Office currently is only 
open to the public on Monday and 
Tuesday mornings and Wednesday 
and Thursday afternoons.

 Training sessions are held at 9 a.m. 
at the Lake Office on the third Saturday 
of the month and now are scheduled:
 -- Oct. 17
 -- Nov. 21
 -- Jan. 16
 Those seeking training 
should contact the Lake 
Office at office@laketapawingomo.
com or 228-3721 to make arrangements.
  New training only pertains 
to residents who have not been 

trained before. Lake residents who 
underwent training classes in 2018 
and 2019 are required only to sign 
certificates in 2020. Copies are 
available from the Lake Office.
 Lake Rules require invasive species 
training certification before property 
owners or renters may obtain boat 
registration stickers or dock permits, 
or use the lake “for any activity.” Rules 
require a member of each household to 
be retrained every two years.

Invasive species training continues at office with precautions

Lake Tapawingo
Costume 5K

and Kids Run
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Lake Tapawingo News
144 Anchor Drive

Lake Tapawingo, Mo. 64015

 

- IN - 

OVER YOUR 

HEAD 
AT TAX TIME 

- ? - 

 Single Filers Just $89 

 Married Filers Just $115 

 Full-time Students Just $29 
*Must be 25 Years Old or Younger and a Full-time Student during the tax 
year being filed to qualify for the Student Discount. 

*All New Customers Receive an Additional $10 OFF 
FREE Double-Check: We will check your return 
from last year for any money left on the table! 

Combs Tax & Business Services, LLC 

Trevor Combs, Lake Resident 

Call or Text (816) 708-1040 or help@combstax.com 
1200 NW South Outer Rd, Suite 313 

Blue Springs, MO 64015 


