
Lake Tapawingo News

         Lake Tapawingo News • April 2020Volume 2020/Issue 4

A publication of the Lake Tapawingo Country Club

Find us on the web at: www.laketapawingomo.com

By John Braden
 The calendar of March and April events at Lake 
Tapawingo was nearly swept clean by multiple 
governmental announcements prohibiting gatherings -- or 
even chance meetings -- that might increase the spread of 
COVID-19, which stands for COrona VIrus Disease 2019.
 The Coronavirus pandemic came to the Lake’s full 
attention in about the second week in March, culminating 
in Friday the 13th warnings to avoid public gatherings and 
to practice “social distancing,” which soon became the 
phrase of the year.
 Seeing the handwriting on the wall, the Women’s Club 
inaugurated its new officers on March 12, but eliminated 
its dessert potluck.
 The first Lake casualty was the St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade and Dinner, scheduled for Saturday, March 14. 
The organizing Sportsmen’s Club had considered moving 
the parade to Sunday for fear of bad weather, only to 
end up canceling altogether when the public emergency 
became clear.

Governing bodies make back-up plans

 The Lake Tapawingo Country Club Board canceled its 
meeting Monday night, March 16. Recognizing it still needs 
to function, the Lake Board held an emergency meeting 
March 30 via video conferencing using the website Zoom.
com. It planned similar conferences on its regular meeting 
nights, at 7 p.m. April 6 and 20 via Zoom video conferencing.
 Meanwhile City Clerk Paul Blixrud set up a brief City 
Council meeting on March 31 via telephone conference. He 
said the council only needed to OK a property tax estimate 
to the county and likely would not meet again in April. 
 After the first week or so in March, it seemed the public 
warnings became more ominous with each passing day. 
Locally, Jackson County prohibited any meetings of 10 or 
more people until May 15. Then multiple Kansas City metro 
area governments issued stay-at-home orders until April 24.
 Lake residents in non-essential jobs began sticking 
close to home, mainly venturing out for dwindling supplies 

See As, Page 5.

COVID-19 closes down most Lake activities

By John Braden
 In a special meeting via video conference, the Country 
Club Board voted March 30 to grant a two-month grace 
period to property owners who are unable to pay their 
annual assessments by the March 31 deadline. 
 In the video discussion via the Zoom.com Internet site, 
Lake Board members acknowledged some residents might 
be unable to pay their assessments due to job and business 
losses prompted by the COVID-19 pandemic. About 15 
Lake residents viewed the board meeting via Zoom.
 The board approved, 12-1 with 1 abstention, a motion by 
Board Member Hap Graff to waive 8 percent late-payment 
finance charges for January-May provided the assessment is 
paid in full by May 31. However, the property owner would 
have no Lake privileges until the assessment is paid in full.
 Lake Rules provide that annual assessments are due Jan. 1 
but are only declared delinquent if they are not paid by March 
31. Once declared delinquent, a property owner is assessed 8 
percent finance charges retroactive to the assessment due date 
of Jan. 1. The property owner also is denied use of the lake and 
other Country Club properties until the assessment is paid.
 The Lake Office was still accepting on-time payments 
until 4 p.m. March 31 before payments normally would be 
declared delinquent. Office Administrator Laney Bedsworth 

told the board that 108 property owners (out of about 375) 
still had not paid on March 30. She did say that number had 
been 165 on March 25, indicating payments were coming in.
 President Jayme Dean convened the emergency 
meeting mainly because about 10 property owners had 
inquired about the assessment due date in light of the social 
and economic lockdown to limit exposure to Coronavirus.
 Although assessments are due Jan. 1, some property 
owners regularly put off paying until the spring thaw when 
they want new registration stickers for their boats. This year, 
the COVID-19 recession caught late-paying residents about 
three weeks before the March 31 delinquency deadline.
 While some residents might consider using their boats 
to be a luxury that can be postponed or done without, the 
assessments are the lifeblood of the Country Club and 
its responsibilities. Assessment revenues are used by the 
Country Club to pay the significant expenses of maintaining 
a sizable lake, a Clubhouse, park and recreational space, the 
community’s roads, and, as a result, residents’ property values.
 A total of 100 unpaid assessments translates to a 
$100,000 shortfall in Country Club revenues. Despite the 
extension, property owners who can still pay by the usual 
deadline were urged to do so.

See Minor, Page 3.

No late fees, but no Lake privileges
Board allows 2-month grace period on late assessments
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Around the Lake 

Lake Tapawingo Country Club 
website: www.laketapawingomo.com
City of Lake Tapawingo website: 
www.laketapawingomo.org
Community Facebook pages:
Search on Facebook for:
 “Residents of Lake Tapawingo” or
 “Lake Tapawingo Police Department”

GET WELL
Tom Goddard, 5 Beach
Mark Swaney, 25 Beach
BIRTHDAYS
April 4 Lenilce Oliveira, 92 Dockside
April 5 Kenny Hornick, 7 Anchor
April 8 Elizabeth Braden, 45 Anchor
April 9 Kaye Williamson, 73 Beach
April 10 Marsha Largent, 26 Emerald Shore
 Rita Rainey, 107 Anchor
 Donna Williamson, 127 Dockside
April 14 Chuck Welch, 45 Beach
April 24 Marsha Pearson, 108 Dockside
WELCOME TO THE LAKE
Greg and Kelsey Basye, 190 Anchor
Randy and Regina Gregory, 38 Emerald Shore
If you know of anyone who needs a Get Well card, Birthday greetings, Congratulations, 
Sympathy or Welcome to New Resident, please call Margie Guffey, 589-4166.

By John Braden
 Area authorities warned the public to stay home and stay away from others 
because the Coronavirus threat is real and local. One person has died of the 
disease in eastern Jackson County -- not far from Lake Tapawingo.
 We have a lake in our backyard. We can use it, but the safety of you and 
your families depends on maintaining that “social distancing” and avoiding 
places other people are contacting. It has been reported that people can contract 
the virus and spread it to others before they ever show any symptoms.
 Nationally, some of the kids who went to spring break in Florida are now 
COVID-19 positive. We cannot afford a spring break “it can’t happen to me” 
attitude here. We are too densely populated.
 Part of that distancing includes not touching things (like shot glasses and 
wine bottles) that other people have touched. They have found that the virus 
remains alive on hard surfaces (like plastic or metal) for as much as 17 days. It 
was found to be longer than that on other surfaces.
 Wash your hands often. Disinfect surfaces touched by other people. Keep 
yourself and your family out of harm’s way. Don’t increase the threat to your children 
or to your friends and relatives -- especially the elderly, many of whom live here.
   City Hall: 229-3722  Country Club: 228-3721
 Emergency: 911     Police admin: 224-6645     Water/Sewer: 719-3101

Serious precautions needed; virus is here

Protect pets from toxic cleaners, disinfectants
 Cleaning and disinfecting our homes is a frequent task as we all spend more 
time at home protecting our families from the invisible virus threat. Remember 
our pets might be far more sensitive to toxic effects of common cleaning agents.
 They walk on surfaces that are cleaned and then lick their feet. They explore 
every new scent with nose and tongue. Birds are especially sensitive to aerosol 
products due to their extremely efficient yet sensitive respiratory systems.
 So, read directions and warnings. If mixing/diluting products follow the 
guidelines thoughtfully so we can all stay safe.
 The ASPCA offers tips for protecting your pets on the Internet at www.
aspca.org/news/coronavirus-keeping-your-pets-safe-during-covid-19-crisis.
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GINA GRAHAM CHAVEZ
Attorney at Law

Divorce ∙ Estate Planning
35+ Years’  Experience

Let me help you transfer your wealth to the next generation

   Tel: (816) 220-1786               1200 NW South Outer Road
 gina.graham.llc@att.net          Blue Springs, MO 64015

Lake Resident for over 60 Years

By John Braden
CORONAVIRUS ON PARADE -- The best spot to view the entire St. Patrick’s Day Parade was 
disappointing March 14 as the parade and corned beef and cabbage dinner was canceled due to concerns 
about spreading the COVID-19 pandemic. See more great parade photos on Page 4.

Continued from Page 1.
 Dean said she wants to see what 
revenues look like by the board’s April 
6 meeting. She said board members 
might have to forgo expensive-but-
necessary projects they talked about as 
recently as March 2. Projects include: 
C Cove erosion blamed on Blue 
Springs’ Woods Chapel Road project; 
rehabilitation of the Miller’s pond dam 
above AB Cove; silt basin reclamation; 
Lake Office renovation; road repairs 
and pathway rehabilitation; and 
lakefront erosion issues. 
 During discussion of the extension 
to May 31, Dean said if COVID-19 
stay-at-home orders continue into May 
the board might be having this same 
conversation again in two months.
 Because the board is expected to 
use the less flexible format of video 
conferencing for its meetings at least 
through April, Dean asked the board 
to consider delegating applications for 
minor dock and waterfront work to 
members of the Docks and Waterfront 
Subcommittee working with a member 
of the Executive Committee (president, 
vice president, secretary or treasurer).
 Dean said there was a precedent 
for delegating decision-making to the 
subcommittee. When the lake was being 
lowered 6 feet for dam rehabilitation in 

2000, property owners were encouraged 
to act quickly to repair seawalls and 
perform other shoreline rehabilitation. 
To further that effort, the board then 
delegated approval of plans for seawall 
repair to Docks and Waterfront.
 The board approved, 14-0, a motion 
by Board Member Renny Buckaloo 
to delegate approval of minor non-
controversial dock and waterfront 
work to the Docks and Waterfront 
Subcommittee, working with one 
Executive Committee member, during 
the board’s use of video conferencing. 
Requests for new docks or for more 
significant or controversial work would 
be brought before the board as usual. 

Boat launching, stickers

 The board was advised that members 
would carry out Saturday boat launchings 
from 10 a.m.-noon from April 4-May 23. 
Two board members are to be assigned 
to the boat ramp each Saturday to 
inspect boats while maintaining “social 
distancing” due to COVID-19.
 Dean said residents seeking their 
boat registration stickers should 
contact the Lake Office, whose phone, 
228-3721, is forwarded to Office 
Administrator Laney Bedsworth’s 
home. Bedsworth is to hand off 
stickers to Dean for drop-off at 
residents’ homes. 

Minor dock applications delegated to committee
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Are you turning 65 this year or do you know someone who is?
Are you over 65 and curious about the recent Medicare changes

and how they apply to you?
Former Lake Tapawingo resident Paul Kueffer, a licensed Missouri agent for more than 
30 years (also licensed in Arizona, Kansas, Florida and Texas) specializes in all areas 
of Medicare, Social Security and Senior Benefits. Let Paul simplify and streamline 
your research, answer all your questions, and point you in the right direction. Paul is 
an independent broker licensed and certified with all the major providers. He will save 
you time and money, not to mention clarity and peace of mind. Paul’s only mission is 
educating and helping you make an informed choice. There is never a charge for 
his services. Paul is happy to make a home appointment or you may come to one 
of his free Medicare 101 Seminars the last Tuesday of every month at Partners in 
Primary Care across the street from Centerpoint Hospital in Independence.

Paul Kueffer, 816-520-2162, pckueffer@gmail.com, www.SeniorBenefits101.com
(Not affiliated with any government agency.)

Ya’ can’t keep the 
Irish down!

Even if some are only
Irish for a day!

A TRIP ALONG THE ROUTE -- of the March 14 St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade found glimpses of festive green hither and yon on 
the route, even if there was no parade. Here’s a sampling.

TAKING THE PRIZE -- Alex Edwards, 56 
Beach, and Jimmy Bergner, 34 Beach, 
took the prize for the most festive along 
the empty parade route, with green coats 
(and shorts) with white shamrocks.

IRELAND, NOT CANADA ! -- Geese were the only parade that 
formed up at the Clubhouse at 1 p.m.

(ST.) PADDY WAGON -- At right, Chief Tammy Taylor and 
Officer Terrence Brown patrolled instead of paraded March 14. 
Taylor did make a one-car parade with siren on March 17

27-D 46-D 22-E 45-A

45-A 84-B 4-C

Photos (such
 as they are)

by John Braden
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hewittrad.com

S T R O N G E R  M A T E R I A L S .  S M A R T E R  D E S I G N .  G R E A T E R  V A L U E .

Canopies and covers provide strong protection.
Top Off Your Hewitt Lift.

THREE HEWITT CANOPY DESIGNS AND REPLACEMENT COVERS FOR MOST OTHER BRANDS.

www.keilmankustomcanvas.com

 Gov. Mike Parson issued an 
executive order March 18, postponing 
April 7 elections to June 2, as part of 
government efforts to slow the spread of 
the COVID-19 virus. The postponement 
includes Lake Tapawingo’s election of 
City Council members.
 “Postponing Missouri’s municipal 
elections is a necessary step to help 
combat the spread of the virus and 
protect the health and safety of 
Missouri voters,” Parson said.
 Parson delayed the election and 
moved the deadline to apply for an absen-
tee ballot to May 20. Absentee ballots now 
may be cast until 5 p.m. June 1.
 The order did not delay the March 
11 deadline to register to vote or March 
27 write-in candidate registration.
 So no vacancies occur between 
an original election date and a new 
election date, Lake Tapawingo city 
ordinances (Section 105.020 C.) 
provide that city aldermen “shall hold 
their offices for a term of two (2) years, 
and until their successors are elected and 

qualified.” As a result, Alderman Andy 
Rogers, who did not file for re-election, 
would still legally hold the office until the 
election and inaugural of a successor.
 Unopposed incumbents filed for re-
election in two of the three city wards. In 
Ward 2, which includes B and C blocks, 
two candidates filed to fill Rogers’ seat.
 City alderman candidates are:
-- In Ward 1 (A Block), Alderman 

Steve Magel, 14 Anchor, who filed 
unopposed for re-election;
-- In Ward 2 (B and C blocks), Philip 
Scherer, 64 Beach, and Tom Rodenberg, 
35 Beach, who filed to succeed Rogers, 
who did not seek re-election;
-- In Ward 3 (D and E blocks), 
Alderman Bob Seago, 12 Emerald 
Shore, who filed unopposed for re-
election.

Governor postpones April 7 city election to June 2

Continued from Page 1.
of toilet paper, hand sanitizer and disinfecting wipes. 
Shoppers also cleaned shelves of canned and dried food 
and other staples.
 A lot of Lake folks began walking on Lake roads 
for exercise -- and just to get outside. They also looked 
wistfully at the lake itself, despite wet, windy and chilly 
weather that initially discouraged water sports.

Plans readied for invasive species training

 The Lake Board held invasive species training as 
scheduled Saturday, March 21, at the Lake Office, but only 
one couple showed up. 
 The board was developing provisions to help new 
residents meet their invasive species training requirements 
by e-mail during the pandemic. See Page 23. The board 
was expected to approve the plan at its April 6 meeting via 
video hookup. The Lake’s original quarantine -- against 
zebra mussels -- still demands training before residents 
can obtain boat registration stickers or use the lake for any 
activity. 
 Residents who have paid their Country Club 
assessments and want to obtain boat registration stickers 
should contact Lake Office Administrator Laney 
Bedsworth at office@laketapawingomo.com or 228-3721.

 The Lake Tapawingo Police Department Blood Drive 
was held as planned March 21 at the Clubhouse with a 
good, but slightly less than expected, turnout. The Police 
Department’s Q and A with a Cop was canceled for March 
26 and April 23.
 Central Jackson County EMA’s Severe Weather 
Workshop was canceled March 21 at the Central Jack 
facility on U.S. 40. Lake Municipal Court cases were 
postponed from March 25 to June 24 at Jackson County 
Circuit Court, Independence.
 The state postponed the April 7 city election to June 2.
 City Hall and the Lake Office were closed to the 
public until at least April 6, though city and Country 
Club staff continued to work. Then, with the stay-at-
home order going into effect March 24, Lake Office 
Administrator Laney Bedsworth began working from home 
(with forwarded phones) since the Country Club is not 
considered an essential business. The locked-down City 
Hall continued to operate, as well as the Police Department 
and city and Lake maintenance crews.
 The Lake’s April calendar looks even bleaker. The 
Sportsmen’s Club canceled the April 12 Easter Egg 
Hunt as well as the Sportsmen’s Club Barbecue and the 
club’s regular April meeting. The April Women’s Club 
meetings were out, too, though the ladies were considering 
alternative means to communicate if needed.

As warnings accelerated, Lake groups cleared calendars
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By President Jayme Dean
 Spring has sprung around the Lake once again. The grass 
is green, there are buds on the trees and the sound of power 
washers, lawn mowers and leaf blowers echo through the coves.
 As you know, this spring is one unlike 
any other we have experienced. With orders to 
“shelter in place,” we have been forced to slow 
down and stay home.
 Living at Lake Tapawingo offers our residents 
a great place to “stay at home.” Walking around the lake or 
Liberty Landing, utilizing the water for boating or fishing, 
soaking in the sun on the dock, catching up with neighbors after 
the long winter (while keeping the appropriate social distance, 
of course), choosing a new book from the Little Free Library, 
swapping jigsaw puzzles, and working in the yard preparing for 
summer makes this time a little less restless.
 One thing that is on many residents’ minds is the April 
1 date when annual assessments are considered delinquent. 
Lake rules state delinquent dues result in a suspension of 
Lake privileges, including use of the lake for any purpose 
as well as Country Club recreational space.

 It is important to point out that the assessment revenues are 
used by the Country Club to pay for significant expenses such 
as essential employees’ salaries and maintaining a sizable lake, 
a Clubhouse, park and recreational spaces, the community’s 
roads and as a result, residents’ property values. Without annual 
assessments being paid by our residents, many projects that are 
planned for 2020 will have to wait.
 In an emergency meeting on Monday, March 30, which was 
dedicated to COVID-19 issues, the Board of Directors decided 
that finance charges imposed on late assessment payments will be 
waived if payment is made in full by May 31. The Board also is 
encouraging residents to set up a payment plan with the Board of 
Directors if necessary to pay their annual assessments. 
 The Lake Office and the Board of Directors are still taking 
phone calls, accepting applications for docks and waterfront 
projects, processing assessment payments, distributing 
watercraft stickers by porch pick-up, signing waivers for real 
estate transactions, and planning for the start of summer.
 While we know that everything looks different right 
now, we have so much to be grateful for in our community. 
It is a great place to call home.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Board waives late fees to face spring unlike any before 

 Among the various party ballots, Lake Democrats 
had the largest field of choices in the March 10 
Missouri presidential preference primary election.
 Like the rest of the Democratic voters in the 
state, Lake Democrats gave most of their votes 
to former Vice President Joe Biden to be their 
nominee for president.
 The Democratic ballot had 22 candidates, several 
of whom had already ended their campaigns by 
March 10. Democratic results from the Lake’s three 
precincts were: Biden 132, Bernie Sanders 37, Tulsi 
Gabbard 1, Elizabeth Warren 1, Uncommitted 1.
 Republican results found all 53 votes cast for 
President Donald Trump, who had no significant 
competition.
 On the Libertarian ballot, 2 votes were cast for 
Jacob Hornberger. On the Constitution Party ballot, 
1 vote was cast for Uncommitted. There were no 
votes on the Green Party ballot.

Lake Democrats select 
Biden in March
presidential primary

Lake Garage Sale plans on hold
Due to metro-area restrictions on unnecessary 
travel, gatherings and contact with others, 
the planning for a proposed Lake Tapawingo 
Garage Sale is on hold indefinitely.
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56-A Beatty
120-A Rogers
123-A O’Grady
124-A Schwenk
140-A Light

135-B Stickney
148-B Smith
170-B Applequist
22-C Theis
97-D Evans

No Lake privileges
March 2020
The Lake Board lists the following property owners or tenants 
who do not have Lake privileges as of March 20. Lake 
privileges include use of the lake for any purpose as well as 
all common space such as Liberty Gardens, boat lots, soccer 
fields, tennis courts, the Clubhouse and shelterhouses.

 The Lake Tapawingo Country Club Board of Directors 
met March 2 at the Clubhouse. President Jayme Dean presided. 
The March 16 meeting subsequently was canceled due to 
restrictions on gatherings to slow the spread of COVID-19.

Visitors: Jan Baldwin, 9 Anchor; Steve Fink, 13 Dockside; 
Charles Plank, 38 Dockside; Rita Rainey, 107 Anchor; 
John Braden, 45 Anchor.

Inauguration of board members: President Dean read 
the oath of office to newly elected Board Members Kim 
McReynolds, Steve Meek, Jennifer Moran, Brian Smith and 
Randy Thatcher. The five directors were sworn in. President 
Dean said the sixth newly elected director, Bill Ellwood, was 
unable to attend and would be inaugurated later.
 Dean said she had certificates of appreciation made to 
send to departing Board Members Colleen Drinkard, David 
Hillerman and Jeff Pirner. 

Election of officers: Board Member Brian Smith, seconded 
by Board Member Clayton Holland, nominated Jayme 
Dean for re-election as board president. Dean was elected, 
10-0. Holland, seconded by Board Member Gary Mallen, 
nominated Smith for re-election as vice president. Smith 
was elected, 9-0 with 1 abstention.
 Board Member Joe Rush, seconded by Holland, nominated 
Hap Graff for re-election as treasurer. Smith made a motion to 
nominate Bill Ellwood to be treasurer. President Dean asked for 
permission to allow Graff to remain in the position of treasurer 
until the next meeting when Ellwood is sworn in and can 
accept or decline the nomination. Holland, seconded by Board 
Member Steve Meek, moved for Graff to remain the treasurer 
for another meeting. The motion was approved, 10-0. 
 Smith, seconded by Mallen, nominated Sarah Wilke for re-
election as secretary. Wilke was elected, 9-0 with 1 abstention.

Upcoming projects: President Dean outlined for new 
members the current projects the board is handling. 
 Woods Chapel Road project/C Cove erosion. Dean 
said one of the largest projects being worked on for 2020 
is Blue Springs’ Woods Chapel Road improvement project 
and its effects on C Cove erosion. She said she has been in 
contact with the board’s lawyer and an engineer about the 
erosion by the culvert in C Cove. Dean said the engineer 
was slow to provide the report but in April the board 
would hold a closed executive session with the lawyer and 
engineer at which the engineer would give his report.
 Board Member Gary Mallen asked for clarification 
about the issue. Dean said it appears extension of the box 
culvert under Woods Chapel Road contributed to severe 
erosion along C Cove’s bank and that silt is increasing in C 
Cove. She said an engineer might have to be hired to find 
a solution. Additionally, she said the recently dredged cove 
already is filling with silt.

 Miller’s pond. Dean said rehabilitation of the Miller’s 
pond dam above AB Cove is another project on the 2020 
project list. She said the owners of the property have been 
approached by board members about obtaining access to their 
property in order to begin the first, study phase of the project 
and informing them they have no financial obligation.

See Board, Page 8.

COUNTRY CLUB BOARD REPORT

Lake Board installs new members, elects officers

By John Braden
DON’T LEAVE IT TO BEAVER -- Lake Maintenance 
Supervisor Matt Kempf removes brush that a beaver 
bit off and packed into a drain pipe running through 
the Miller’s pond dam above AB Cove.



Lake Tapawingo News • April 2020

Page 8

We are very competitive on pricing and can adjust to fit most budgets.

We aspire to be your next painting or drywall contractor! No job to big or small, 
we do them all! CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATE! 

816-305-9647 jrpaintingdrywall.net

Check out one of our latest 
exteriors, 3 Emerald Shore.

J.R. PAINTING & DRYWALL LLC

We’re still open
for your household 

essential needs!

10 percent
off any job!

Continued from Page 7.
 Dean said drainage and silt from the 
pond gets into the lake and silt is blocking 
the drain pipes. Board Member Clayton 
Holland said water is flowing around the 
pipes and is deteriorating the structure.
 Dean said the board is working with 
Affinis Corp. engineering to assess the 
need for work. She said the previous board 
voted to not contract with Affinis until the 
Miller family permits access to the pond. 
 Silt basin reclamation. President 
Dean said the silt basin on the Ponderosa 
property will need to be drained and the 
land reclaimed. Dean said there is a plan 
in place that needs to be reviewed, but the 
pond, which was to evaporate over three 
years, remains full due to a wet year.
 Dean said Board Member Brian 
Smith has contacted Hills Brothers, 
who built the basin, about draining it.
 Dean said there are ideas on what 
to do with the basin once it is drained 
including an off-leash dog area and a 
relocated Lease Lot. 
 Boat lots, Lease Lot. Dean said the 
boat lots would be graded and gravel 

would be added. Smith said the grading 
and graveling was due to start March 3. 
Mallen said trash needs to be picked up. 
 Dean said the Lease Lot and Boat 
lots need to be cleaned up and that 
Office Administrator Laney Bedsworth 
talked with Police Chief Tammy 
Taylor about meeting with the police 
and walking through the lots and 
running license plates of abandoned or 
deteriorating boats and trailers.
 Board Member Wes Knox asked 
what is required to allow trailers to be 
put into boat lots; Dean said they need 
to be boat trailers and have the block 
and lot number on the trailer, but if it 
has a watercraft on it, it needs to have 
an up-to-date sticker and must fit the 
watercraft restrictions.
 Lake Office and Clubhouse 
renovations. President Dean said 
information was being gathered 
for Lake Office and Clubhouse 
renovations. Rita Rainey said Mark 
Wharton of Sunset Craftsmen 
would provide pricing for the office 
renovation. President Dean requested 

that pricing be obtained and ready to 
present at the first meeting in April.
 
Committees: As part of reorganization 
after the February election, President Dean 
said board members would be assigned to 
various subcommittees that are overseen 
by four main committees chaired by the 
board’s executive officers (president, vice 
president, treasurer and secretary). She 
said there would be special projects under 
each committee this year.
 
Property taxes, 2019: President Dean 
said the Country Club’s 2019 property 
taxes have been appealed to Jackson 
County by Zach Goff, the board’s attorney, 
but the Board of Equalization has been 
hearing residential appeals and has not 
heard the Country Club’s appeals yet.
 Dean said Jackson County asked 
for the list of parcel numbers that the 
board’s check needed to be applied 
to, since the board did not pay the full 
amount pending appeal. The Country 
Club office was instructed to ask for the

See Country, Page 9.

Board sees expensive rehab projects on horizon
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Continued from Page 8.
list Jackson County had in order to cross 
reference, but that request was denied.
 Dean said the possibility of the 
Country Club becoming a tax-exempt 
501(c)(3) entity has been discussed.

Treasurer’s Report: Office Administra-
tor Laney Bedsworth reported there 
were retained earnings from the 2019 
budget of $67,000 that was split 
between three designated accounts: 
property tax, pathways and tree removal.
  
Roads, Easements and Pathways: 
Board Member Clayton Holland said he 
met with Nick of Tandem Paving and 
showed him places missed by the crack 
filling contractor. Holland said he received 
multiple bid items that covered different 
issues including: $660,820 for complete 
repaving of Lake roads; $549,920 for 
the half of the Lake roads that was not 
repaved after the city replaced water 
mains; $14,850 for Lake road crack filling; 
and $57,400 for sealing the Lake roads. 
 Holland asked board members to 
take the bids home for study and to ask 
any questions at the next meeting. He 
moved to pay the bill for the crack filling 
done in November but said the decision 
to mail the check could be tabled until he 
talks to Nick again about the issue.
 Board Member Brian Smith asked 
if the board would want to consider 
looking at other companies for bids. 
President Dean said the reason Tandem 
has been used is because the board 
selected it to be the preferred vendor. 
Dean said she will put the paving 
issues on the agenda for next meeting. 
 Dean said the board needs to decide 
which pathway has highest priority for 
repairs this year. She noted the board 
previously decided annually to rehabilitate 
a pathway that most needs repair. 

Docks and Waterfront: President Dean 
encouraged board members to get out 
on the water to become familiar with the 
lake and areas that need work. She said 
two areas around the lake have severe 
erosion that needs to be addressed soon.
 Dean said two or three docks need 
to be repaired or removed.

 Maintenance: Board Member Joe 
Rush said Maintenance Supervisor 
Matt Kempf received a $1,900 bid 
from Sterling Tree Removal to 
remove and trim some trees. He said 
that included raising the canopy and 
thinning out the trees planted on the 
Ponderosa along Tapawingo Lane. 
The board approved, 10-0, a motion 
by Board Member Clayton Holland to 
accept the bid.
 Charlie Plank urged the board also 
to allot money to properly trim young 
trees along Woods Chapel Road.
 Rita Rainey noted the Sportsmen’s 
Club is considering reroofing the 
Shelterhouse. She said the board 
carries the property insurance on the 
facility. She said the Sportsmen’s Club 
should contact the Lake Office if an 
insurance claim is being considered to 
replace the Shelterhouse roof.

Lake Management: President Dean 
said boat launching would begin in 
April and that new members would be 
trained on how to inspect and launch 
boats for residents. She also said she 
would like every board member to 
sign up for the boat launch schedule.
 She said mass launching dates would 
be established from 10 a.m.-noon on 

Saturdays, with residents asked to notify 
the Lake Office to schedule a time.
 Dean said Board Member Renny 
Buckaloo placed stickers on propellers 
or transoms of all the boats in the boat 
lots, indicating they do not require 
quarantine before launching. 
 Dean reminded board members 
to get their assessments paid and 
to get their registration stickers on 
their boats. She also reminded Board 
Member Brian Smith the Water Patrol 
boats need to be stickered.  
 President Dean said a beaver threatens 
to kill a large tree on the lakefront at 27-E 
and urged the tree be protected and a 
trapper be found to eliminate the beaver.
 John Braden urged the board to 
make a concerted effort to look for 
Canada goose nests to prevent new 
geese from hatching. 

Assessments: Steve Fink said the board 
plans a lot of expensive projects for 
2020. He noted the Budget Committee 
suggested raising assessments for 2020, 
but the board decided against it. He said 
he thinks assessments will need to be 
raised in 2021. 

Official Country Club minutes may be 
read at the Lake Office.

Country Club property tax appeal still pending

By John Braden
PONDEROSA TREES TRIMMED -- The Lake Board hired Sterling Tree 
Removal to thin and raise the canopies of about a dozen trees along 
Tapawingo Lane, ensuring their healthy growth. The Country Club planted the 
trees several years ago to replace dying elms that lined the lake’s entry road.
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M e c h a n i c a l  a n d  E l e c t r i c a l  C o n t ra c t o r  
w w w. Pe n n Te c h i n c . c o m            

LOWER utility bills & INCREASE  comfort 

 For a limited time, complete residential system installs include  

10-Year LABOR Warranty  
 

Customer is responsible for PennTech ’s preventive maintenance twice/year.  

LABOR  

• FREE QUOTE!  Get energy-efficient options to upgrade 
your residential HVAC system. 

• REBATE$  Receive a check from KCP&L and Spire Energy 
for qualified equipment. 

(816) 591-8383 
Call PennTech Today! 

Your Blue Springs Heating & Cooling Specialist  
celebrating 10 years of business! 

 

Yo u r  H e a t i n g  &  C o o l i n g  S p e c i a l i s t — P e n n Te c h  ( 8 1 6 )  5 9 1 - 8 3 8 3  
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MAYOR’S MINUTES

‘Essential activities’ policy in effect; coaches honor Young
By Mayor Tom Goddard
 City Hall is presently operating under the “Core 4” 
rules established by the leaders of our four-county Kansas 
City area. This is basically a “stay home, essential activities 
only” until extended, rescinded, suspended, or amended.
 We believe this is absolutely necessary to control this virus 
and we recommend that all residents follow these guidelines. 
If you want to read the complete ordinance you can find it at 
jacksongov.org and follow the links to the coronavirus ordinance.

Buddy Young to enter coaches Hall of Fame

 And now for some good news! 
Buddy Young, who lives at 63 Beach 
Drive, just received word that on June 
11, 2020, he will be inducted into the 
Greater Kansas City Football Coaches 
Association Hall of Fame! Buddy 
and his wife Barb have lived at Lake 
Tapawingo for almost 20 years.
 Buddy graduated from Parkview 
High School in 1970 where he played 
quarterback for his high school football 
team. Even though Buddy was a very 
good high school player the college 

scholarship offers were not there. Buddy decided to walk on at 
Southwest Missouri State. They immediately switched him to 
play corner on defense and he was so successful at that position 
that he was awarded a scholarship starting his sophomore year 
and eventually became a starter for them at that position.
 After a successful college career, Buddy received a 
Graduate Assistantship at Western Kentucky in Bowling Green. 
He coached wide receivers at Western and worked on his 
master’s degree. Buddy received his master’s in one year and 
returned to Parkview where he coached ninth grade football. He 
was the only coach for 56 ninth grade football players!
 In 1977 Buddy got an assistant’s job helping Fred Merrell 
coach football at Blue Springs High School. He worked for Fred 
for seven years eventually becoming his offensive coordinator. 
Though he loved Blue Springs, he wanted to be a head coach. 

 In 1984 Buddy got the opportunity 
to be the head coach at Grain Valley. 
He was so successful that after four 
years North Kansas City came calling. 
 NKC High School’s program was 
down and they needed someone to 
rebuild it. Buddy was just the person 

for the task! Buddy not only rebuilt it, in his seven years there 
he made it one of the top programs in the Suburban Conference. 
 After three disappointing years of trying to get the Blue 
Springs South program started, the head coach resigned. 
Out of more than 40 applicants Buddy Young’s name kept 
coming to the surface. Buddy was hired in 1995 to once 
again turn a program around. He immediately accomplished 
what he had done at Grain Valley and North Kansas City. 
His very first team finished second in Class 6A and one of 
the top programs in Kansas City was off and running! 
 Buddy’s staff included Greg Oder as defensive 
coordinator and Kelly Donohoe as offensive coordinator. 
Both of these coaches will eventually be in the Hall of Fame.
 Buddy was a coach of the Missouri All-Star Football Team 
three times and head coach in 1995. He was the president of the 
GKCFB Coaches Association in 1994 and 1995.
 Buddy was promoted to Director of Athletics and Activities 
in 1997 and continued to be head coach at Blue Springs South. 
 Buddy promoted Greg Oder to Head Coach at Blue 
Springs South in 2001 and retained the AD job until he 
retired in 2004. Buddy unselfishly made this move to keep 
Greg Oder in the district as a lot of schools were trying to 
hire him. Buddy knew he was soon going to retire and he 
didn’t want to lose Greg to another school district. Coach 
Oder went on to win two State Championships at South! 
 The awards ceremony will be on June 11, 2020, at North 
Kansas City High School at the Missouri-Kansas High 
School All-Star Football Game. The virus may postpone the 
event but even so, Buddy will eventually get his award!
 CONGRATULATIONS BUDDY on a great career!

Update your phone book: Buddy’s number
has changed to (816) 520-4550.

Young

 It’s the time of year when we begin to think about 
lawn care. Each year we remind residents to only use 
fertilizer products with no phosphates.
 These products are readily available and easy to 
identify. All lawn fertilizers display a three-number 
system that identifies their content. Look on the bag to 
see this. The first number shows the nitrogen content, 
the second the phosphate, and the third the potash 
(potassium) content. It might read 29-0-4. The products 
with a zero phosphate content are what we want.

 If you employ a company to 
do your applications, it might be 
wise to contact them to ensure that 
they’re able to comply with this 
directive.
 As a former Lake Board 
president once said “If you want to 
live on a golf course, live on a golf 
course. We choose to live on a lake, let’s protect it!” 
 Thanks for your caring.

Protect the lake: Look for zero phosphate lawn fertilizer
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 The Board of Aldermen of the city 
of Lake Tapawingo met March 5 at City 
Hall. Mayor Tom Goddard presided.

Visitors: Jan Baldwin, 9 Anchor; 
Charles Plank, 38 Dockside; John 
Braden, 45 Anchor; Brandon Carlson, 
Troutt Beeman & Co.

City audit: Brandon Carlson, audit 
manager with Troutt Beeman & Co., 
presented his firm’s audit report of 
the city finances for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 2019.  He said the 
report expressed the auditor’s opinion 
that city financial statements were 
presented fairly, which he said was the 
highest opinion the auditor can give.
 Carlson said the report on the general 
fund, covering administrative functions 
of government, was similar to last year. 
He said proprietary funds, for water, 
sewer and trash utility money, are -- like a 
business -- making money as they should.
 The auditor said six years remained, 
until 2025, to pay off the long-term debt 
from the general obligation bonds for 
water main replacement.
 Carlson also noted the council took 
action in its previous meeting to adjust 
expense allocations among city cash 
accounts to reflect correct accounting 
practices. The council discussed replacing 
its QuickBooks accounting software to 
correct those practices in future. However, 
Alderman Brad Cloverdyke said it 
was hard to find municipal accounting 
software that was geared to a city as small 
as Lake Tapawingo.
 City Clerk Paul Blixrud said an 
unauthorized city check signer was 
corrected at the auditor’s recommendation. 
Carlson also noted there was an 
appearance of a conflict of interest in sale 
of a used police car to a former mayor. He 
recommended the city follow a formal bid 
process for such transactions.
 Alderman John Sellars said he would 
like to look at other accounting software 
programs.  Mayor Goddard asked Sellars 
and Cloverdyke to look into new software.

Dangerous building: Mayor Goddard 
said City Attorney Paul Campo 

prepared a resolution and special tax 
bill on the owner of the property at 56 
Anchor, to be submitted to Jackson 
County.  The bill seeks reimbursement 
to the city of $14,052.10 for demolition 
procedures to eliminate the house at 56 
Anchor, which the city declared to be a 
dangerous building.
 Campo said the resolution actually 
would establish a lien on the property 
to preserve the city’s right to payment 
if the property should be sold.
 The city’s expenses included the 
demolition, court reporter, hearing 
officer, publications, title search, 
engineering reports, asbestos inspector 
and a process server.
 Campo said it could take several years 
for the city to collect the debt, although he 
said another option would be to initiate a 
judicial foreclosure on the property.
 The council voted unanimously to 
approve a motion by Alderman Brad 
Cloverdyke to adopt Bill 1206, Resolution 
090350: A Resolution Approving a Special 
Tax Bill in Connection with the Demolition 
of a Dangerous Building Located at 56 
Anchor Drive.

Municipal Committee: Alderman Brad 
Cloverdyke said the joint city-Country 
Club Municipal Committee met recently 
to discuss stormwater drainage and agreed 
the property and roads were the Country 
Club’s responsibility, that drainage was 
the Country Club’s issue, and that the city 
shouldn’t be digging on Country Club 
property without permission.
 Cloverdyke said the city members 
on the committee had acknowledged 
the city’s responsibility to deal with silt 
fences if they are lacking on excavation 
sites. Alderman Steve Magel said 
silt fence issues would need to be 
addressed by city inspector John Drake.
 Magel said the Country Club 
members also asked if the Police 
Department was patrolling Country Club 
property and were assured officers were.
 Cloverdyke said the Country Club 
members also asked about access to 
the area around Miller’s pond above 
AB Cove. Cloverdyke has agreed to 
serve as liaison to the Miller family 

concerning possible rehabilitation of 
the pond’s dam by the Country Club. 
 Alderman Bob Seago said property 
owners on the lakefront at 27 Anchor 
contacted the city alleging that water 
issues on their property were caused by 
seepage from the silt pond at the top of the 
hill on the Ponderosa property. Seago said 
the city tested the water and found it was 
not city drinking water or sewer water. 
Seago said a person who mows in the 
area said the area has been wet “forever.” 
Seago said the water appeared to be more 
like spring water, “nice and clear.” Mayor 
Goddard said he told the resident that lake 
dredging, and the silt pond, were not a 
city operation and any complaint should 
be made to the Country Club. He added it 
was determined the city is not in charge of 
stormwater drainage or mitigation.

Strategic Planning Committee: 
Alderman John Sellars distributed copies 
of the latest draft of the Strategic Planning 
Committee’s Strategic Plan Priorities 
2020-2026, Long-Term Financial Plan and 
Long-Term Infrastructure Plan. Copies of 
the drafts are available at City Hall. Sellars 
said some steps remain to be taken by the 
City Council and the Lake Board and that 
the committee was expected to meet once 
every quarter from this point forward.

Water and Sewer: Alderman Seago 
said the Water and Sewer Department 
had five grinder pump service calls since 
last meeting; three were replaced with 
new pumps and two were rebuilt.  He 
said he is still investigating new grinder 
pump suppliers because it is becoming a 
challenge to find companies to sell them 
at a reasonable price. He said he plans 
to have at least 15 pumps in inventory in 
preparation for the spring rains.

Trash service: Alderman Brad Cloverdyke 
said he received a call from a resident on 
Beach Drive complaining about the trash 
service. City Clerk Paul Blixrud said he will 
review the complaints and concerns that he 
has received and try to contact WCA Waste 
Corp. representative Tom Coffman and 
possibly set up a meeting.

See Budget, Page 15.

CITY COUNCIL REPORT

Audit gets clean bill; building demo charged to owner
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Maximize your Size On The Water

Starcraft 171 SVX The ONLY full 8’6” wide boat under 18 feet

SpeciÞcations

HP 90hp

Beam 8’6”

Dry Weight 2126

Max Capacity 10 People

Fuel Capacity 21 Gal

Length 17’4”

The 171SVX is a perfect boat 
for Lake Tapawingo.  Within 
lake guidelines and can hold 
the whole family for tubing or 

skiing.  

Come See One Today!!

3200 NW Jefferson St 
Blue Springs, MO 64015 

816-229-3366
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Continued from Page 13.
Office: City Clerk Paul Blixrud said 
he is working on an amendment to the 
current budget and has begun working 
on the next budget for the fiscal year 
that begins July 1, 2020.

Building: City Clerk Paul Blixrud 
said no significant building permits 
have been issued since last meeting.

Signs and Lights: Alderman Steve Magel 
said he is trying to establish a contact with 
Evergy (formerly Kansas City Power & 
Light) so he will have someone to contact 
directly when there is a street light issue.  
He said for now residents can contact City 
Hall and City Clerk Paul Blixrud can relay 
the messages to Magel.

Police: Chief Tammy Taylor said the 
city is looking into a citywide cleanup 
day, possibly in May. She said the Police 
Department also has been sending 
out code violation notices. Alderman 
Andy Rogers said the city would need 
to coordinate with WCA Waste Corp. 
regarding a bulky trash pickup. 

Parking: Charles Plank inquired about 
vehicle parking along Dockside Drive in 
which vehicles put at least two wheels 
into the ditch or the yard, creating a 
muddy mess, particularly at a home 
construction site. He asked whether 
gravel could be placed in part of the yard.
 Alderman Brad Cloverdyke said 
they are prohibited from placing gravel 
in the yard. Alderman Bob Seago noted 
the Country Club informed the city the 
residential property owners generally 
own the land to the edge of the road.
 Police Chief Tammy Taylor said Lake 
Winnebago requires contractors to clean 
streets daily if needed or be fined. Plank 
added the city might consider placing no 
parking signs in restricted areas of road.
 Alderman Steve Magel said Chief 
Taylor or Building Inspector John 
Drake could address the issues.

Fund transfers: The council approved 
a motion by Alderman Steve Magel for 
routine money transfers among funds. 
(Incoming money to the city goes first 

to the Operating Account, Debt Service 
Account or Police Fund Account. Then, 
when appropriate, it is moved from there 
to restricted accounts. When a bill is to be 
paid from a restricted account, that money 
is first moved back to the Operating 
Account so a check can be written.)
 City Clerk Paul Blixrud said the 
payment to WCA Waste Corp. was 
reduced this month and was 0 the previous 
month due to WCA not updating its 
September 2019 billing change until 
March 2020. He said he expected next 
month’s payment to exceed $14,000.
 Transfers approved:
-- $3,307.92 Water/Trash Account to Operating 
Account to pay WCA Feb. trash bill
-- $3,952.75 Water/Trash to Operating to pay 
Dec. 17-Jan. 16 Independence water bill
-- $96.00 Operating to Police Training 
Account, Jan. court revenue for police training
-- $369.32 Sewer/Water Maintenance Account 
to Operating for Feb. supplies/maintenance
-- $2,545.32 Grinder Pump Account to 
Operating to buy grinder pumps/parts in Feb.
-- $3,058.20 Debt Service Account to 
Operating, city portion of Feb. property 

tax collection
-- $5,616.70 Operating to Little Blue 
Valley Sewer District Account, revenue 
collected from Feb. billing
-- $10,153.60 Operating to Water/Trash, 
revenue collected from Feb. billing
-- $8,367.20 Operating to Sewer/Water 
Maintenance, revenue from Feb. billing
-- $4,324.05 Operating to Grinder Pump, 
revenue collected from Feb. billing.

Executive session: The council 
unanimously approved a motion by 
Alderman Brad Cloverdyke to adjourn 
the open meeting and reconvene in 
closed executive session, at 6:42 
p.m., pursuant to Missouri Sunshine 
Law Sections 610.021.1, legal, and 
610.021.2, real estate. After discussion, 
the council unanimously approved a 
motion by Alderman Steve Magel to 
adjourn the closed session and return to 
the open meeting at 6:59 p.m.

Official city minutes may be read at 
City Hall or on the city Internet site, 
www.laketapawingomo.org.

Budget, parking; closed meeting on legal, real estate

City phone meeting OKs levy estimate
 The Board of Aldermen of the city of Lake Tapawingo met by telephone 
conference call March 31 due to meeting restrictions to avoid spreading the 
COVID-19 virus. Mayor Tom Goddard presided.
 The only agenda item was to approve submission of the estimated 
property tax levy for 2020 to the Jackson County clerk. The rate, which is 
based on the total assessed valuation of property in Lake Tapawingo, must 
be approved by the City Council and sent to the county by April 8.
 The council passed, by unanimous voice vote, a motion by Alderman 
Steve Magel to approve Bill 1207, Resolution 90351: A Resolution 
Estimating 2020 Property Tax Levy Rates. The estimate will be sent to 
Jackson County for the coming year.
 Blixrud said the city’s property tax levy rate for 2020 will be similar 
to 2019. The assessed valuation of all property in the city increased from 
$21,458,465 in 2019 to $21,559,189 for 2020. The estimated levy rate 
would be $0.7873 per $100 of assessed valuation, the same as last year, for 
general operating (originally approved by voters in 2014 at $1), and $1.50, 
the same as last year, for the general obligation debt service to repay bonds 
to finance replacement of the city water mains, for a total levy rate for 2020 
of $2.2873 per $100 of assessed valuation, the same as last year.
 Blixrud said the council’s regular April 2 meeting was canceled and 
another meeting probably would not be scheduled in April.
 The public was allowed to hear the call as explained in a meeting notice 
issued March 30. John Braden, 45 Anchor, witnessed the meeting.

Official city minutes may be read at City Hall or on the city Internet site, 
www.laketapawingomo.org. 
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Lake Resident

WWW.GREGSTIRE.COM
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HOMEOWNER REQUIREMENTS

FOR YOUR LOW PRESSURE GRINDER SEWER SYSTEM

Please keep this letter in a handy place such as your telephone book or your Lake Rule Book.
By referring to this you will save yourself problems and might be able to avoid costly repairs and service.

The City of Lake Tapawingo Ordinance No. 710.100, governs the use and maintenance of your Sewer System. Please make note of the 
following requirements, and inform your guests, that the following may not be introduced into the sewer system:

1. NO Large amounts of grease, sand, ashes, mud, feathers, or grit.
2. NO pantyhose, elastic bands, disposable sanitary items or diapers, disposable/flushable wipes, baby/hand wipes, Q-Tips or prophylactics.
3. NO Toxic wastes, poisonous gases or solids.
4. NO garbage which has not been properly ground or shredded by an approved garbage grinder equipped with at least a ¾ hp motor.  
NO EGG SHELLS.
5. NO petroleum products, i.e.: paint thinner, kerosene or gasoline, fuel oil, flammable or explosive liquids.
6. NO paint.
7. NO acids, pickling wastes or concentrated plating solutions.
8. NO waters containing iron, chromium, copper, zinc or similar objectionable substances.

Basically, if it isn’t TOILET PAPER or hasn’t PASSED THROUGH YOUR MOUTH, it SHOULD NOT be flushed or go down any drain (sink, 
garage, basement, etc.).

Each homeowner should be aware of their Sewer Control Box location and familiarize him/herself with the Alarm Silence Button. It is a 
small rubber-covered button on the bottom or looks like the shape of a hand on the left-hand side of the box. To silence the alarm, push 
up on the button or press the image of the hand!

If the pump should malfunction, the RED Warning Light will go on and the alarm will sound. At such time 1) STOP all water functions, 
2) SILENCE the alarm and wait 20 minutes for light to go off, if light does not go off then CALL: 719-3101 immediately. Leave a short 
message as directed stating your address and your telephone number. The Water and Sewer Department will return your call and will 
attend to your problem. As the City MUST authorize ANY and ALL maintenance, DO NOT ATTEMPT TO REPAIR THE PUMP YOURSELF!

If you experience a power outage, the pump pit has a limited number of gallons holding capacity of waste. In this circumstance, your 
other appliances (washer, dishwasher, etc.) will not be working and only the basic living needs will be met. WARNING: Any excessive use 
of water during an outage could result in a sewer backup into your home!

We trust you to keep these facts in mind and close at hand. They are intended to make your grinder pump last longer and better serve 
you. If a household introduces any of the above mentioned forbidden items, or causes damage to the sewer system and/or grinder pump 
resulting in a call for service, that household will be charged for the repairs.

      MAYOR AND BOARD OF ALDERMEN
      CITY OF LAKE TAPAWINGO

Household sump pumps are prohibited from discharging into the sewer system, including into basement floor drains. Excessive water from 
sump pumps, or rainwater entering the grinder pump pit as runoff, can cause the pump to run excessively, damaging its components.

Please minimize water use during power outages. When the power is out, continued water usage, including toilet flushing, fills grinder 
pump tanks. When the power is restored, numerous pumps activate simultaneously, boosting pressure on the sewer system and 
sometimes causing sewer line breaks.

By Shannon Follis 
 At the March meeting of the Women’s Club, the 
board member changes were announced and outgoing and 
incoming board members were thanked and welcomed.
 Thank you to our outgoing board members for all you’ve 
done for the Women’s Club: Judi Kruse, 1st Vice President; 
Niki Pitts, Treasurer; Linda Osborne, Recording Secretary.
 New board members were welcomed and introduced. The 
new board is: Tomi Bellinghausen, President; Jeanne Turner, 1st 
Vice President; Julie Davis, 2nd Vice President; Lisa Hodges, 
3rd Vice President; Shannon Follis, Recording Secretary; Margie 
Guffey, Corresponding Secretary; and Morgan Combs, Treasurer. 
 Tomi announced the Women’s Club Scholarship Winners. 
Congratulations and $1,000 scholarships each go to Haylee 
Payne, daughter of Aaron and Brooke Payne and Seth Guest, 
son of Travis Guest! Haylee is considering pursuing veterinary 

medicine at Northwest Missouri State University and Seth 
is planning to study engineering at the University of Kansas. 
Haylee and Seth, the Women’s Club applauds you and wishes 
you the best of luck in continued educational journeys. 
 The Women’s Club is planning many exciting events over 
the next year. Monthly activity ideas were brainstormed. Ice 
cream boats, Cinco de Mayo dinner, Block Wars and other events 
were discussed and reviewed. The Women’s Club is excited for 
warmer weather and the fun community events to come. 
 The Women’s Club Board meeting was set for April 9, 
with the next club meeting to be April 16. Due to the health 
crisis, those are not expected to be face-to-face meetings. 
Decisions whether to cancel or meet via alternative method 
will be shared with the community at a closer date.
 As always, the Women’s Club wants to ensure the 
health and safety of our residents as best it can. 

WOMEN’S CLUB NEWS

Fun events planned, but not real soon; scholars named
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The Sky’s The Limit With
Hewitt Floating Docks

hewittrad.com

AUTHORIZED HEWITT DEALER

The dock system  
that works where  

others can’t – Deep 
water and frequently 

changing water levels. 

Hewitt Floating Docks can 
take on al most any size or 

shape and can be expanded  
vertically to include upper  

decks, hip roofs and gable roofs.

                 Visit Your Hewitt Dealer 
                 to find the commercial or  

           residential dock tailored for you.

ENGINEERED AND 
CONSTRUCTED  

TO PROVIDE UNEXCELLED  
PERFORMANCE AND 

DURABILITY

DEALER INQUIRIES
email Charlie at:

Charlie.D@hewittrad.com
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By John Nicol
 The St. Patrick’s Day festivities on March 14 were 
the first known Lake victim of the COVID-19 virus, and 
we hope the pandemic will only affect gatherings and not 
actual people. We now recognize our April activities are 
also subject to cancellation due to the growing concerns 
and continuing limits on gatherings.

Annual Easter Egg Hunt: We will miss it but we usually 
have a wide range of ages attending. So, despite being 
outdoors, it is prudent not to hold the kids’ egg hunt this year.

Awesome BBQ Feast: To support social distancing for all 
our health, the barbecue is also canceled.

Regular Sportsmen’s Club meeting: And, for a public 
safety trifecta, the April 14 regular club meeting is canceled. 

Seven club scholarships awarded to Lake youth

 However, seven $500 Sportsmen’s Club scholarships 
were awarded to 2020 Lake scholars:
-- Matthew Cherepak, son of Mike and Lisa Cherepak, 
majoring in Film and Media Studies, 3.94 grade point 
average, attending University of Kansas in Lawrence. 
(Second-year recipient)
-- Anthony Cruit, son of Charles Cruit, majoring in 
Mathematics, 3.86 GPA, attending Truman State University 
in Kirksville. (Second-year recipient)
-- Elizabeth “Elly” Herman, daughter of Roxy Herman, 
majoring in Nursing, 3.6 GPA, attending University of 
Arkansas at Fayetteville. (Second-year recipient)
-- Joseph “Joe” Herman, son of Roxy Herman, majoring 
in Film and Media Arts, 3.2 GPA, attending University of 
Missouri-Kansas City. (Second-year recipient)
-- Caden D. Jackley, son of Brandon and Jill Jackley, 
majoring in Biology, 3.5 GPA, attending Graceland 
College, Lamoni, Iowa.
-- Jaden Osborne, daughter of Bill and Jennifer Osborne, 
majoring in nursing, 3.713 GPA, attending University of 
Missouri-Columbia.
-- Jadalyn Scherer, daughter of Phillip and Stacey 
Scherer, majoring in Architecture Masters, 4.018 GPA, 
attending University of Missouri-Kansas City.
-- Seth Guest and Haylee Payne also qualified but were 
receiving Women’s Club Scholarships instead.
 At the March 10 regular meeting, First Vice President 
John Harrison announced the membership number to 
now be 148. Matt Quinn, 19 Anchor, was recognized for 
attending his first club meeting and was welcomed.
 Plans had been made for the St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
and Dinner. At that time, the group considered potentially 

moving the 
festivities from 
Saturday to Sunday 
due to the Saturday 
weather prediction 
but events overtook 
and canceled the 
entire event. Initial 
plans also were 
made for the ill-

fated April Easter Egg hunt and the BBQ Feast.

Be thinking of a Fourth of July Boat Parade theme

 Club members also discussed continuing the Fourth of 
July Boat Parade theme contest. More on that subject next 
month. Meanwhile, be thinking about a good parade theme.
 Third Vice President Barnard Wilson said some crappie 
were being caught along Dockside but the weather was 
again limiting activity. Under old business, Lake resident 
Wyatt Zucca of Zucca Daughters and Sons Roofing had 
given Jim Clarke a roofing estimate for the Shelterhouse to 
be considered.
 New business was led by Scholarship Chairman 
Darren Lengyel reporting there were seven scholarship 
winners. Since dividing by 7 would come out an odd dollar 
number, he proposed accepting a rounded-up amount that, 
after suggestion by Scott Patton, was increased to $500 
per award, made into a final motion and passed making the 
total scholarship payments for the year to be $3,500.

SPORTSMEN’S CLUB NEWS

Despite cancellations, scholarships awarded
Boat Parade theme contest coming

 The Lake Board has scheduled 
boat launch events on Saturday 
mornings in April and May. 
COVID-19 “social distancing” will 
be observed at the boat ramp.
 To save residents from having to 
hunt board members for all-hours boat 
launchings, two-hour blocks will be 
reserved every Saturday morning from April 4 through May 
23. Board members will be scheduled to work shifts at the boat 
ramp from 10 a.m. to noon every Saturday during the period.
 Residents are asked to contact the Lake Office about 
launching in advance of their chosen date, by e-mail at 
office@laketapawingomo.com or by phone at 228-3721.
 Residents still may contact the Lake Office or 
individual board members to help them launch their boats 
during other times and days. However, it is hoped the 
regularly scheduled launching periods will get the majority 
of the Lake’s boats on the water.

Boat launchings set in April-May
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SAVE MONEY 

Right Coverage and Right Price 
Tips for Saving Money—Insurance  
Review every renewal received and shop for the best deal. 

Q: But I don’t have time to shop my insurance. 
A: Let us shop for you.  We have access to many different companies, not just one. 

Q: Insurance is confusing.  A real hassle. 
A: With 36 years experience we can help coach you, making it understandable and easy. 

Q: I hate calling “an 800” number or talking with someone different every time. 
A: Not with us!  Local, available and committed to you and the Lake community.  

Premier Network                            
Kevin Hornick Agency 

Personal Insurance Coach 
No one likes to pay insurance premiums.  So why pay so 
much for something you may not want or need? 

As an Independent Brooker we provide options for you 
which result in savings without giving up coverage.  

Most agents have one policy, we have a portfolio of 
companies (20plus) who want to bid for your business!   
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By Chief Tammy Taylor
 The Lake Tapawingo Police Department is here and 
operating! Please know that we will continue to conduct 
business. We will respond to true emergency calls (crimes in 
progress, medical, suspicious persons on your property, etc.). 
If you have an emergency, make sure you are calling 911!
 We will continue to patrol our community making sure 
residents are safe, we will be monitoring the roadways 
making sure motorists are complying with Missouri laws 
and, yes, if necessary, we will be stopping vehicles who are 
putting others in danger.
 If you have any other types of reports to file, we will 
do this by phone (816) 224-6645. If you are unsure or have 
questions regarding operations, please feel free to call or 
ask an officer if you see them out and about. Our residents 
and our community are our No. 1 priority!

Blood Drive adds to needed supply

 Thank you to all the 
citizens of Missouri who 
attended our second annual 
community Blood Drive.
 We had 25 people from 
Lee’s Summit, Blue Springs, 
Independence and Lake 
Tapawingo donate and 
collected 32 units of blood.
 There is such a shortage 
right now with everything 
that is happening throughout 

our country. Please remember you can still donate at local 
blood banks by appointment. Make yours today!

Let us help you

 As we know during times 
of struggle and uncertainty, we 
sometimes will allow our minds to 
go from the brightest of light into 
the darkest of places.
 Stress causes depression, 
physical illness, suicidal thoughts, 
etc. Tempers can flare, things that 
were once minor now become 
major. We might react to something 
in ways we normally would not 
have.
 Please take a moment every day to stop and breathe 
and give thanks for all you have and all the wonderful 
people in your life. Know that you are not alone!
 If you are needing help with something please swallow 
your pride and ask for it! We have to help each other and 
be there for each other in times such as these.
 DO NOT (I repeat) DO NOT let the stress of this 
situation destroy you or your families. All the officers are 
here for anyone needing assistance.
 If you just need to blow off steam or need someone 
to talk with outside your circle, if you’re looking for 
resources, please know that we are here and will help in 
any way possible.
 Tapawingo, we got this!

Police Reports
Feb. 1-29 Jan. 1-31 Dec. 1-31 Nov. 1-30 Oct. 1-31

Traffic      - Anchor 0 0 2 4 3
 offenses - Beach 4 2 0 0 1
                - Clipper 0 0 0 0 0
                - Dockside 0 0 2 0 1
                - Emerald Shore 0 0 0 0 0
                - Tapawingo Lane 0 0 4 4 9
                - Woods Chapel 11 2 5 16 18
                - U.S. 40 46 39 50 44 65
                - Total 61 43 63 68 97
Warrant arrests 3 0 0 9 8
Arrests 6 1 2 10 6
Felony arrests 0 0 0 0 0
Codes complaints 2 0 0 1 3
Calls for service 19 16 14 20 25
Warnings 57 30 62 58 56
Total 148 90 141 166 195

Tapawingo Police Gazette
PUBLIC SAFETY AND SECURITY

Our community remains our No. 1 priority
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Is it time to upgrade your Pontoon?

Avalon PontoonsCheck out the all new

Avalon pontoons offer 
Tapawingo boaters many 

sizes and styles to meet your 
needs.  If you're looking for 

something a little more plush, 
the Catalina Platinum series is 

a must see.   

Come See One Today!!

3200 NW Jefferson St 
Blue Springs, MO 64015 

816-229-3366
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1
April Fool’s Day

Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

2

City Council
meeting canceled

Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

3

 
Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

4
Boat launching 
10 a.m.-noon 
(preregister with 
Lake Office)

Lake Office: Closed

5

Lake Office: Closed

6

Country Club 
Board, 7 p.m., via 
video conference
 
Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

7
City Election
postponed to 
June 2

Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

8

Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

9

Women’s Club 
Board, physical 
meeting canceled

Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

10

 
Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

11
Boat launching 
10 a.m.-noon 
(preregister with 
Lake Office)

Lake Office: Closed

12
Easter

Easter Egg Hunt 
canceled

Lake Office: Closed

13

Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

14

Sportsmen’s Club 
canceled

Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

15

Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

16

Women’s Club 
physical meeting 
canceled

Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

17

 
Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

18
Boat launching 
10 a.m.-noon 
(preregister with 
Lake Office)

Lake Office: 9-11 a.m.

19

Lake Office: Closed

20

Country Club 
Board, 7 p.m., via 
video conference
 
Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

21

Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

22
Municipal court 
cases postponed 
to June 24, Circuit 
Court, Independence

Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

23

Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

24

 
Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

25
Boat launching 
10 a.m.-noon 
(preregister with 
Lake Office)

Lake Office: Closed

26

Lake Office: Closed

27

Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

28

Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

29

Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

30

Lake Office: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

April 2020
OFFICES CURRENTLY CLOSED TO PUBLIC
Country Club Office, 228-3721, hours:
  -Monday-Friday, open 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
  -Third Saturday, open 9 a.m.-11 a.m.
     First, second, fourth, fifth Saturdays 
     closed.
  -Sunday closed.

City Hall, 229-3722, hours: Monday-Friday 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

 The Lake Board is moving to 
provide invasive species training to new 
residents by e-mail since COVID-19 
precautions prevent class meetings. 
Training is required before residents 
may obtain boat stickers or dock 
permits, or use the lake “for any activity.”
 Monthly training classes are 
canceled for now. Renny Buckaloo, 
head of the board’s Invasive Species 
Subcommittee, is preparing a Power 
Point presentation with audio.

 Pending Lake Board approval, 
expected in a few days, the training 
presentation would be e-mailed to 
applicants who could view it, then 
submit a signed form, similar to 
the one used for previous trainees. 
Residents unable to use e-mail could 
ask the Lake Office to provide hard 
copy of the presentation.
 Those seeking training should 
contact the Lake Office at office@
laketapawingomo.com or 228-3721. 

The Lake Office currently is closed to 
the public.
 New training only pertains to 
residents who have not been trained 
before. Lake residents who underwent 
training classes in 2018 and 2019 are 
required only to sign certificates in 2020. 
An information sheet and a sign-and-
return certificate were mailed to every 
property owner’s home with the Country 
Club’s annual assessment bill. Copies 
are also available from the Lake Office.

Provisional invasive species training by e-mail proposed
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COVID-19 UPDATE:  
We are offering new and existing customers the  

PAY LATER SERVICE (Up To 2 Weeks) 
for any returns filed between now and April 30th. NO ADDED Charge 

for this service. We know life is stressful enough right now. If you think 
you have a REFUND coming then contact us today.  

The sooner we get you filed, the sooner you will have money in hand! 

PLEASE STAY SAFE AND PRACTICE 
 SOCIAL DISTANCING! 

- IN - 

OVER YOUR 

HEAD 
AT TAX TIME 

- ? - 

Combs Tax & Business Services, LLC 

Trevor Combs, LAKE RESIDENT 
(816) 708-1040 or help@combstax.com or facebook.com/combstax 

DUE TO SOCIAL DISTANCING PRACTICES - IN-PERSON APPOINTMENTS 
HAVE BEEN SUSPENDED. OUR VIRTUAL SERVICE IS STILL AVAILABLE! 


